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The members of the  

Executive Committee  

of the Walsingham Association  

wish all Members, their familes 

and friends   

a blessed and holy Triduum  

and a very Happy Easter. 

 

 

 

FROM THE CHAIR  

Dear Friends, 

The deadline for this going to our Publications Manager is almost upon 

me. It really does not seem long ago we were preparing for the last 

newsletter and Christmas 2019 is already a faded memory. 
 

Thank goodness we moved the Spring meeting to April, and yes there is 

still time to book.  (A booking form is in this newsletter). The dates are 

April 24
th
 to 26

th
. The Rector, Mgr John Armitage, will be with us and 

give a report at the meeting. Hopefully, he will reminisce and tell us 

something of the last five years. He will be leaving in June. The new 

rector will be Mgr Philip Moger, a priest of Leeds diocese. He will join 

us in September for a five year term. 

 

Also included in this edition are booking forms for our retreat and 

AGM. Please book soon. Our retreat leader will be Father Jude 

Mukoro.  The subject of the retreat: “The Life-Giving Ministries of 

Jesus”. Father Jude is a priest of Dunkeld diocese. Dates are 6
th
 to 9

th
 

October for the Retreat, followed by the AGM weekend from 9
th
 to 11

th
 

October. If you require a certain room I suggest, no, urge you, to book 

very soon. 
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Our executive committee met last week, the first meeting since the 

AGM. It was good to welcome John Parry as a new member. In the 

past, our Spring meeting has been held on the first weekend in March. 

We discussed and agreed the National Draw. Tickets will remain at 50p 

per ticket, a book costing £2.50. We hope that two books of tickets will 

be sent with each newsletter. If you have requested not to receive any, 

please just throw them away; they are worth nothing at this stage. If 

you require more books, please let Victoria know and she will get some 

to you. We continue to use the same printers, who post out individual 

copies, Victoria will pack the Branch parcels as before. (We thought 

sending all copies from the printer would be a good move; however, a 

number of Branches have requested parcels). 

 

I am sure the Rector in his report will mention the current position in 

regard to work at the Shrine. Plans had not been approved at this time 

last week. 

 

We have agreed to meet the cost of shower chairs and shelves in the 

new en suite rooms. 

 

The Rededication of England as the Dowry of Mary is getting close. I 

hope most of you will make a personal offering of our faith, on Sunday 

29
th
 March. 

 

Lent is such a special time: time to prepare, time to receive graces and to 

enjoy one-to-one time with Our Lord during Exposition of The Blessed 

Sacrament, time to top up and fill that God space we all have. 

 

After much discussion, the Executive Committee agreed that our next 

fund-raising project be towards the new Holy Water area at the Shrine. 

Many of us on pilgrimage to Walsingham light a candle and take home 

holy water. 

 

It is at this stage of the day when I attempt to recall what else to share 

with you. It has been a sad time with the death of Mgr Stark, Dennis 

Gerrard, Joe McLaughlin and Irene Sidorski, all members for many 

years. Elsewhere in the newsletter you will find more of their lives. and, 

as with each winter, we have the loss of other members to report. May 

they all rest in peace. 
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Please do contact me if you need to, jennypilgrimw@btinternet.com  

I wish to record my thanks to members of our Executive committee for 

their support, especially David Chapman and Victoria Saunders, and 

also to the staff and Management of Elmham House and the Basilica.  

Be assured of my prayers for you. 

 

Please pray for me.  

In the friendship of Christ 

Jenny 
11

th
 March 2020  

 

RECTOR’S REPORT 

Dear Friends, 

This will be my last report to you as Rector of 

the Shrine. I will be leaving Walsingham at the 

end of June; I will then have a sabbatical and 

take up my new position as Parish Priest in 

East London by Christmas. 

 

It has been a wonderful privilege to serve as Rector for the past five 

years, and to meet so many people. The support of the Walsingham 

Association continues to be a great strength for the Shrine, and I thank 

you for all that you have done and continue to do to promote and 

support the Shrine.  

 

Mgr Philip Moger has been appointed as the new 

Rector and I am delighted with the appointment; 

he is a priest of great pastoral experience, having 

been Dean of Leeds Cathedral and responsible for 

the liturgy for the visit of Pope Benedict. I know 

that you will pray for him and give him the 

support that you have given me. 

 

During my time as Rector, we have been able to help develop the 

Shrine’s infrastructure in governance, management and operations. The 
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Rector now does not run the Walsingham Trust, for with the 

appointment of a CEO, he is now free to lead the Shrine, promote the 

Shrine and engage in the pastoral work to serve the thousands of 

pilgrims who visit. Much has been undertaken to refurbish the Shrine 

facilities but there is still a way to go. The plans for the development at 

the Slipper Chapel site will be presented to the planners on the 

Solemnity of the Annunciation. Our Lady, the “Chief Architect”, as 

described in the Pynson Ballad, will lead us. 

 

The main work though has been in the understanding of England’s title 

as the Dowry of Mary, and seeing how this is not simply an ancient title 

but a vibrant expression that is truly “ever ancient ever new”, reflecting 

the devotion of the people of this country in their love for the Mother 

of God. We have also promoted the Shrine by bringing to life once 

again the message of Our Lady to Richeldis as Walsingham “share my 

Joy at the Annunciation… for all who come to this place will find help 

in their need”. As members of the Walsingham Association I know that 

you have taken these two great truths to heart. The rededication of 

England as Mary’s Dowry will be a moment of great spiritual clarity, 

where we, like our Lady Mary, will open our hearts to her Son as we 

say our Yes, “let it be done to me according to your will”. 

. 

Pope Leo XIII once wrote to the Bishops of England and Wales these 

prophetic words: “When England returns to Walsingham, Our Lady will 

return to England.” Let us pray that the rededication, and the revived 

message of Walsingham, may be the moment when the words of Pope 

Leo begin to come to fruition.   

 

I am delighted to be able to send to you a letter we have just received 

from our Holy Father, Pope Francis. (See next page.) 

 

In the difficult times that we face, may Our Lady of Walsingham guide 

and protect the children of her Dowry as she has guided and protected 

our forefathers and mothers in the past. 

 

With my blessing and thank you, 

Fr John 

Mgr John Armitage 
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To His Eminence Cardinal Vincent Nichols 

Archbishop of Westminster, President of the  

Bishops' Conference of England and Wales 

 

His Holiness Pope Francis sends prayerful good  

wishes to the faithful of England and Wales as they  

solemnly rededicate themselves in humble service  

to Almighty God under the patronage of Our Lady of Walsingham. 

Mindful of the longstanding devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary and to 

the See of Peter that characterises the Church in these lands, His Holiness 

prays that the act of rededication will inspire all to persevere in the 

urgent task of sharing the joy of the Gospel with the men and women 

of our time. As they strive to bear witness to the beauty of our Catholic 

faith, to promote unity between Christians and to proffer the merciful 

love of Jesus to the poorest of our brothers and sisters, he encourages 

them to draw wisdom and strength from the example and intercession 

of the country's many confessors and martyrs. With these sentiments, 

the Holy Father once more entrusts "Mary's Dowry" to her maternal 

protection, and willingly imparts his Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of 

grace and peace in the Lord. 

 

Cardinal Pietro Parolin, Secretary of State 

 

Archbishop Peter Smith (1943-2020) 

 

We record with sadness the death, on 

6
th
 March at the age of 76 and after a 

short battle with cancer, of 

Archbishop Peter Smith. He was a fine 

bishop of East Anglia from 1995 to 

2001 before his translation to be 

Archbishop, first of Cardiff(2001-2010) 

and then of Southwark(2010-2019). 

He was always most supportive of the 

Walsingham Association and was a 

guest of honour at our Annual Dinners 

on several occasions. 

May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 
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RECENTLY DEPARTED MEMBERS 

 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of the following members, whose 

deaths have been notified since the last Newsletter.  

If we have missed anyone, please advise us.  

Mr John Adams 

Mr Stan Anderson 

Mrs Mary Bacon 

Mr J Downes 

Mrs E Fearon 

Mrs Pamela Hughes 

Mr John Gannon 

Mr Dennis Gerrard 

Mary Grogan  

Mrs E D Houghton 

 

Mrs Christine Jennings 

Mrs Kathleen Law  

Rita Lowe 

Winifred McFaull 

Mr Joe McLaughlin 

Joan Mullany 

Mr David Murphy 

Mrs Anne Rose 

Mrs Irene Sidorczuk 

Mrs M Swinburn 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, 

and may perpetual light shine upon them. 

From the gates of hell deliver their souls, O Lord.   

May they rest in peace. 

 

 

OUR NEXT PROJECT! 

 

Most readers will recall that the WA undertook to raise £50,000 

towards the building of a new facility for the burning of pilgrims’ 

candles. We said we would do it – and we did! What’s more, we did it 

more quickly than North Norfolk District Council approved the plans!  

However, that money is reserved for that project when building begins. 

You were promised news of our next project, and here it is.   

THE NEW HOLY WATER FONT AT THE BASILICA 

What is to be our new target? Well, we proved what we were capable 

of doing, so, on the same principle… 

£75,000 OVER THE NEXT THREE YEARS. 

More details to follow but you can start now! 

dc 

 

7 



WHERE AND WHAT AND WHY IS THIS? 

 

 

 

After Walsingham Grammar School closed in 1950, the building was 

purchased by the Diocese and named as Elmham House after the 

ancient Bishop's See of North Elmham. Bishop Alan Clark, first Bishop of 

East Anglia, was entitled Bishop of Elmham when he was an Assistant 

Bishop in Northampton, mother diocese of 

the present Diocese of East Anglia.  

 

In the late Saxon period North Elmham, on 

the Norwich road, was the principal seat of 

the Bishops of East Anglia and the centre of 

a great episcopal estate. 

It still has the scheduled 

ruins of the Saxon 

Elmham Cathedral, 

except that in antiquity  
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they were 

converted into a 

farmhouse, and 

are very hard to 

fathom out! The 

site is now in the 

care of English 

Heritage. The 

‘North Elmham 

Chapel’ which is 

shown here in  

artist’s impression, 

was built on the 

site of the former 

wooden, Saxon 

Cathedral. This 

went out of use 

when the seat of the Bishop was transferred to Thetford in 1071.  

Subsequently, it moved again, to Norwich.)  

 

So, of course, our first picture is of Elmham House, the Pilgrim Bureau; 

countless pilgrims will have ‘checked in’ here over the years. One thing 

puzzles me though:  

 

Why do so many people call it ELLUM House? 

 

(There’s much more information at the  English Heritage site, which is a 

pleasant place for a visit. It’s about 12 miles from Walsingham by car.) 

dc 

 

DIRECT DEBIT PAYMENTS 

 

Some members have asked if they can pay their subscriptions by  

Direct Debit. We are looking into this, but it seems that it is  

more complicated than you might think. 

At present therefore, it is NOT possible to pay by Direct Debit. We will 

let you know if this changes. 
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ABBEY GROUNDS ENTRANCE  

Tickets to give free access to the Abbey grounds 

– the site of the original Holy House and the 

great monastic church built next to it  - are 

available to pilgrims on application to the 

Bureau in Friday Market. You are urged to make 

use of this concession.                                     dc  

 

 

WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION CLOTHING 

A large range of good quality garments, all with the Walsingham 

Association logo, is available by post at very reasonable prices. 

T-SHIRTS £9.50      POLO SHIRTS £13.50    

BASEBALL CAPS £7.50   SWEATSHIRTS £16.50   

V-NECK SWEATERS £23.50   HOODED JACKETS £16.50 

FLEECE JACKETS £26.00   Postage & packing included. 

Most items are available in a variety of sizes and colours, and some can be 

personalised with your name. It’s not possible to give all details here, but a 

detailed and clear order form is available. To place an order or to request 

an order form please contact  

Peter Martin, 1, Lilac Wood, King’s Lynn, PE30 3SW. 

Telephone 01553 675 784 or 07737 196 440.  

E-mail: francisp.martin@btinternet.com

         

                                                      

WE NEED NEW MEMBERS! 

The Chair and Executive members are always keen to publicise the 

Walsingham Asssociation. We know from experience that if we have the 

chance to visit a parish or a group and talk about Walsingham and the 

Association it always brings more pilgrims and more members. So many 

people in this country know more about Lourdes or Fatima than about 

their own National Shrine. Could you invite someone to your parish? 

Could you or your Parish Priest arrange a ‘Marian Day’ with a speaker 

from the Association? Don’t leave it for someone else to do! Now that 

we have more individual members than group or branch members, you 

may be the only person in the parish who is a member. Don’t let that 

stop you. We would love to hear from you and discuss possibilities. dc 
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WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE 

 

Jenny Thomson – Chair 

Margaret Bleasdale 

David Chapman – Publications 

Malcolm Clark 

John Parry 

 

Jason Wickard – Vice-Chairman 

Margaret Plumb 

Victoria Saunders - Secretary  

Wendy Smith 

Cyril Wood 

 

(Left) John Parry, newest member of the 

Walsingham Association Executive Committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

    (Above) Fr John joined the          

Executive meeting on the  

occasion of his birthday and 

opened a celebratory  

bottle of bubbly! 

 (Above) Jenny Thomson, WA Chair, invests  

Jason Wickard, Vice-Chairman, with his badge  

of office. Despite the Holy Oils in the background,  

this was only an investiture, not an anointing!                                                   

dc 
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YEW TREE UPROOTED AT SHRINE 

During the night of 

Saturday 8th February 

2020, during storm Ciara, 

the centuries old yew tree 

at the Chapel of Our Lady 

of Reconciliation at the 

Basilica and National 

Shrine of Our Lady was 

uprooted from the 

ground.  

 

It very conveniently fell to 

earth on the pathway 

between the Chapel and the road, missing the corner of the chapel roof 

by millimetres.  

  

This ancient tree has stood sentinel at the corner of the Shrine’s parcel of 

land and has witnessed all of the exciting events at the Slipper Chapel 

since Charlotte Boyd purchased the Chapel from the Lee Warner Family 

in the 1890s.  

  

Perhaps it was not old enough to have witnessed Henry VIII visiting the 

Slipper Chapel on his way from East Barsham Hall to worship at the 

original Shrine, but it was certainly there when Cardinal Bourne 

declared the Slipper Chapel the National Shrine of Our Lady in 1934, 

and witnessed the great “Pilgrimage of Prayer and Penance for Peace” in 

1948, as the 14 crosses were erected in the meadow where it had stood 

for hundreds of years.  

 

My immediate thought was that the WA could pay  

for a new tree to replace this, but it seems that,  

as some of the stump and roots remain,  

it might be difficult to plant another there. 

 

Does anyone have any alternative suggestions? 

                                                            dc 
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    BASED ON THE WRITINGS OF  

ST IGNATIUS LOYOLA 

 

You have given me all I am and have, 

 and now I give it back to you to stand 

under your will alone. 

In a special way, I give you these latter 

days of my life. 

 

I am one of those called by you into old age, 

a call not given to all, and not given to Jesus. 

Not given to most people in our world today. 

I humbly ask you to grace me deeply 

in each aspect of my struggle. 

 

As my physical eyesight weakens 

may the eyes of my faith strengthen, 

that I may see you and your love in everything. 

As my hearing fails, may the ears of my heart 

be more attentive to the whispers of your voice. 

 

As my legs weaken and walking becomes difficult, 

may I walk more truly in your paths, 

knowing all the while that I am held  

in the embrace of your love. 

As my mind becomes less alert and memory fades, 

may I remain peaceful in you, aware that with you 

there is no need for thought or word. 

You simply ask that I be there with you.  

 

And should sickness overtake me and I am confined to bed, 

may I know myself as one with your Son 

as he offers his life for the salvation of the whole world. 

 

Finally, as my heart slows from the efforts of the years, 

May it expand in love for you and all people. 

May it rest secure and grateful in your loving heart 

until I am united with you 

completely and for ever. Amen 

13 



Eucharist  

        

If I could catch the morning, 

Cup it in my hands and spin it 

Like a globe of sparkling glass, 

I could not image grace –  

Clear as a silver line  

Or bright like the sun  

Yet here to eat  

 – a white wafer of light  

Dissolving 

On the tongue like dew 

 

    

 

    

Resurrection 

 

The stone moved, 

The tomb empty, 

The cloths unwound,  

 being stared at by six eyes.  

 

Two run 

And stumble down rocks.  

One stays to learn 

Whose heart cannot contain 

Its shock of joy. 

 

She scrambles down the path to tell the waking world. 

 

 

Poems from The Rosary – England’s Prayer 

Published by St Puul’s 

Selected and suggested by Edmund Matyjaszek 
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           THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION 
SPRING MEETING 2020 

24
th
 – 26

th
 April 2020 

 

This page was to have had a ‘last minute’ booking form 

for the Spring Meeting.   

Sadly, this has had to be  

CANCELLED  

because of the Corona Virus pandemic. 

 

Pope Francis’s prayer to Mary 

during the coronavirus pandemic 

 

O Mary, 

you always shine on our path 

as a sign of salvation and of hope. 

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, 

who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm. 

You, know what we need, 

and we are sure you will provide  
so that, as in Cana of Galilee, 

we may return to joy and to feasting 

after this time of trial. 

Help us, Mother of Divine Love, 

to conform to the will of the Father 

and to do as we are told by Jesus, 

who has taken upon himself our sufferings 

and carried our sorrows 

to lead us, through the cross, 

to the joy of the resurrection. Amen. 

 

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not 

disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every 

danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.   

 

 

15 



THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION   

ANNUAL RETREAT 

2020 

Tuesday 6
th
 - Friday 9th October 2020 

BOOKING FORM (A separate form is needed for the AGM) 

 

TITLE:  

 

NAME: 

  

ADDRESS:  

 

   

POST CODE:  

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  

 

TELEPHONE NUMBER(S):  

 

 

RETREAT PRICES 

£190.50 for Standard Accommodation, per person 

£230.00 for En suite Accommodation, per person 

Please tick your choice of accommodation type: 

Standard [   ]  En suite [   ] 

 

The price includes a welcome drink on Tuesday evening, full board 

throughout your stay plus tea and coffee. 

 

A non-refundable deposit of £20.00 is required for each booking.  

Please make cheques payable to the Walsingham Association. 

 

Please return the form by 29
th
 September 2020 to: 

Victoria Saunders, Walsingham Association, Pilgrim Bureau,  

Friday Market Place, Walsingham, NR22 6EG 
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THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION   

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

2020 

 

Friday 9
th
 - Sunday 11th October 2020 

BOOKING FORM (A separate form is needed for the Retreat) 

 

TITLE:  

 

NAME: 

  

ADDRESS:  

 

   

POST CODE:  

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  

 

TELEPHONE NUMBER(S):  

 

 

AGM PRICES 

£124.00 for Standard Accommodation, per person 

£150.00 for En suite Accommodation, per person 

Please tick your choice of accommodation type: 

Standard [   ]  En suite [   ] 

 

The price includes a Welcome Drink and meal on Friday evening,  

light lunch and AGM Dinner on Saturday and a roast lunch on Sunday 

(A packed lunch can be ordered from the kitchen in lieu of roast lunch.) 

 

A non-refundable deposit of £20.00 is required for each booking.  

Please make cheques payable to the Walsingham Association. 

 

Please return the form by 29
th
 September 2020 to: 

Victoria Saunders, Walsingham Association, Pilgrim Bureau,  

Friday Market Place, Walsingham, NR22 6EG 
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THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION     STILL TIME TO 

HUNDREDS CLUB             JOIN FOR 2020!                                       

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL 2020  

 I wish to apply for membership or renew my membership (please delete) 

of the Walsingham Association Hundreds Club. 

  

TITLE:  

NAME:  

ADDRESS:  
   

POST CODE:  

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  

TELEPHONE NUMBER(S):  

100s CLUB MEMBERSHIP NUMBER: (If known)  

● Payment may be by Standing Order, Cheque or Postal Order (PO Fee £1.50 on 

 £12, cheques cost the WA 55p to clear.)  

●  The annual fee for a single number is £12, but you may hold as many numbers as 

 you  wish. (For more than one number, simply multiply the amounts by the 

 number of holdings you want. Amend the Standing Order form as required.)  

● The Membership Year runs annually from 1st December to the following 

 November.  

●  Your details are confidential to the WA and will not be shared.  

 PAYMENT BY STANDING ORDER:  

YOUR BANK NAME:  

BANK ADDRESS:  
  

BANK SORT CODE:  

YOUR ACCOUNT NUMBER:  

(Office to complete) QUOTING MEMBERSHIP NUMBER:  

Please pay the sum of £12.00 (twelve pounds) to the Walsingham Association Hundreds  

Club at Barclays Bank, Fakenham, Account No 10134007 Sort Code 20-30-81 now, and 

then annually on December 1st until further notice and debit my account.  

  

Signed:_________________________________________________Date:_________ 

Return this form to the Pilgrim Bureau, NOT to your bank.  

PAYMENT BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER:  

Cheques or postal orders should be made out to “Walsingham Association Hundreds 

Club”, be accompanied by this form and sent or handed in to the address below.  

 Walsingham Association, Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place, Walsingham,  NR22 6EG  

Tel: 01328 800953 Email: wa@walsingham.org.uk 
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MGR ANTHONY GEORGE STARK Prot.Ap, KCHS, 

21 April 1932 – 8 January 2020 

 

Monsignor Anthony Stark, died 

on the 8
th
 January this year, aged 

87 years. He was the last Master 

of the Guild of Our Lady of 

Ransom, a position that he had 

held for 44 years. He was a great 

friend and supporter of the 

National Shrine. 

 

Mgr Stark was very influential in 

the establishment, in 2001, of 

the Feast Day of Our Lady of Walsingham on the 24
th
 September, a day 

in the general Roman Calendar that was previously set aside for the 

Feast of Our Lady of Ransom. I can find no reference in either the 

National Shrine Archives or in the Guild of Ransom Archives of this 

change, so important to the life of The Shrine, 

 

It is well known that Fr Philip Fletcher, the first Master of the Guild of 

Ransom together with Fr Wrigglesworth, Parish Priest of King’s Lynn, 

were responsible for petitioning Pope Leo XIII to restore the Ancient 

Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham.  The Pontifical Shrine was founded 

in 1897 and is still to be seen and visited in the Church of the 

Annunciation, London Road, King’s Lynn. 

 

On the Centenary of the re-founding of the King’s Lynn Shrine (August 

20
th
 1987), Monsignor Stark, Fourth Master of the Guild of Ransom, 

together with some of the Ransom Walkers, processed from King’s Lynn 

to the Slipper Chapel carrying the replica of the King’s Lynn Statue that 

is to be seen in the Walsingham Parish Church of the Annunciation.  

 

Later that day in 1987, the Annunciation Window in the Slipper Chapel 

was unveiled, and there for all to see, are the two badges of the Guild 

of Ransom, recording the fact that it was the Guild, under Monsignor 

Stark’s guardianship, which had generously given this beautiful modern 

window for the 14
th
 century Slipper Chapel, The National Shrine of Our 

Lady. 

19 



 

The Church in this country and the Basilica and National Shrine of Our 

Lady, in particular, owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to the late 

Monsignor Anthony Stark and the Guild of Our Lady of Ransom. 

 

Tim McDonald 

Archivist: Basilica and National Shrine of Our Lady, Walsingham. 

 

The prayer of the Guild of Our Lady of Ransom: 

 

‘O blissful Maiden Mother of God, so loved in England and Wales of 

old and again so loved today; sinful we come to thee who art 

sinless, poor to thee who art rich, weak to thee who art strong. O 

pitiful Maiden Mother, teach us, thy children, better to know and 

love thy dear Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ; for his sweet sake to love 

and comfort one another, to be sorry for our sins, to hunger and 

thirst after justice. O sorrowful Maiden Mother of God, by the 

memory of the Five Wounds of Our Crucified Saviour pray to Him 

for mercy on our country, which was and is thy Dowry, that we may 

all, under the Successor of the Blessed Peter, be gathered into the 

One Fold of the One Shepherd, so to be happy with Him and with 

thee now upon earth and afterward for ever in our true heavenly 

home.’  

 

May the soul of Mgr Anthony Stark 

rest in peace for all eternity. Amen. 

 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

 

"The saints understood this truth; they knew 

that Jesus Christ is the source of all grace, and 

whenever they encountered any difficulty or 

wished to obtain any favour, they ran to Jesus 

Christ in the Blessed Sacrament". 

Blessed Marcellin Champagnat. 
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DENNIS CHARLES GERRARD K.S.G. 



 

6th March 1927- 19th January 2020 

National Chairman, Walsingham Association 1979 – 1982 

  

Dennis Gerrard was born and always lived in Sheffield, apart from 

service with the Royal Engineers in post-war Germany. He spent over 

40 years working in the steel industry around Sheffield, starting as an 

Engineering Apprentice and retiring as Works Manager. He had a 

motorcycle on which he made his first visits to Walsingham in the 1950s 

and also to the Queen’s Coronation in 1953. His motor cycling interest 

led to him meeting Olga, his wife, in Italy, where they visited regularly 

afterwards. 

  

When the Marist Fathers took over responsibility for running the Shrine 

in 1968, one of Father Roland Connolly’s earliest projects was to 

revitalise the support of the Shrine around the country by spreading 

devotion to Our Lady of Walsingham. Dennis Gerrard was one of the 

original core group of people who took an active role in developing 

pilgrimage to Walsingham and encouraging the establishment of new 

branches throughout the country. To reflect the envisaged national 

organisation, it was decided to use the name The Walsingham Association, 

which had been first founded in 1933. Dennis was the National Chairman 

of the Association from 1979 to 1982 when the Association was at the 

forefront for raising the funds to build The Chapel of Reconciliation. In 

1982, he was invited to a meeting with Pope John Paul II while he was in 

England. In recognition of his work for the Shrine, he was invested as a 

Knight of the Pontifical Order of Saint Gregory the Great (K.S.G.) in 

1983. At this time, he said he was a “small cog in a large wheel”. 

  

He was one of the panel that interviewed me for the post of 

Walsingham Association National Secretary in 1990. To this day I can 

still remember his searching questions; it made me realise that the post 

was no easy ride. As well as being on the Executive Committee for over 

20 years he was at most of the Spring and Annual General Meetings, 

Dennis was present and he always kept us on our toes – minutes needed 

to be accurate, tabled reports had been scrutinised. He was also good at 

throwing in wild cards; if I asked him afterwards, ’Where did that come 

from?’ he would say he felt things needed stirring up; often I would  
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have to deal with the consequences. He was totally invested in the role 

and development of Branches; these he saw as the vital part of the 



Association. He spent many birthdays at the Shrine, bringing a car full of 

members from Sheffield for the Spring Meeting. He was made one of 

the first Honorary Life Members of the Association.   

  

He was very active in his parish, St Vincent’s, Crookes, Sheffield, 

particularly managing the car park of the previous Church building on a 

commercial basis. This stewardship helped to pay off the debt on the 

new Church. Dennis was a member and treasurer of the Sheffield 

Industrial Mission Council for many years. He was also involved with 

the Ecumenical Society of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

  

He was the lynch pin in the organisation of the Hallam Diocesan 

Pilgrimage to Walsingham. He applied the same meticulous organisation 

as he did for everything, All the coaches that came were Gordon’s 

coaches. I smiled to myself as I left Sheffield after his funeral and on the 

Ring Road climbing out of Sheffield, I overtook a Gordon’s coach. 

  

Everyone I have been in contact with since I heard of his death 

reiterated the comment made when he retired from British Steel - “One 

of the world’s gentlemen”.  

  

In the funeral service leaflet, the Bishop of Hallam, The Rt Revd Ralph 

Heskett CSsR wrote: 

  

“The Spirit says: now they can rest for ever after their work, since their 

good deeds go with them” (Rev 14:13) 

  

The Church gathers around Dennis in prayerful thanksgiving for his 

contribution to the life and work of the National Shrine at Walsingham 

for over 50 years, the life of the Diocese and the parish of St Vincent. 

  

We confidently commend him to the Father because, as the scripture 

reminds us, his good deeds go with him. 

 

Anne Milton,  

National Secretary, Walsingham Association 1990 – 2012 
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JOSEPH ARTHUR McLAUGHLIN 
   

Joe (Joseph Arthur) McLaughlin 

5th July 1923 – 16th February 2020 

National Chairman of the Walsingham Association from 1982 – 1985 

  

Born in Maidstone, Kent, but 

spent most of his life in Hull, his 

working life was spent working 

for Customs and Excise. Whilst 

in Hull he worked promoting 

Walsingham and also worked 

with the housebound. On his 

retirement, he came to 

Walsingham and spent a season 

as volunteer guest master at 

Elmham House. Joe and his wife 

Nan were very involved with 

the East Yorkshire Branch of the 

Walsingham Association. Joe 

was National Chairman of the Walsingham Association from 1982 – 

1985, and for many years continued as a member of the Executive 

Committee of the Association.  

 

In 1996 they fulfilled their long time wish and moved to Walsingham. 

Their home at times became open house for members of the 

Association. Joe and Nan became fully involved in the life of the Shrine, 

manning the Walsingham Association hut and Joe serving at Mass at the 

Shrine. I remember his pride when, during a pilgrimage from the 

Diocese of Nottingham, Joe was thurifer and his grandson, Aidan, 

joined him as his boat boy. His birthday would often coincide with the 

Annual Marist Pilgrimage to Walsingham, when friends from the Marist 

Parish in Hull and the Marist Way would come on Pilgrimage. 

  

At the Association’s Spring Meeting in March 1999 we welcomed to the 

Shrine Bishop Kevin O’Brien, retired auxiliary Bishop of Middlesbrough, 

who presented to Joe the Bene Merenti Medal for his work for the 

Walsingham Association since 1970, as well as his work for the Diocese 

of Middlesbrough during the time he lived in Hull. After the  

23 



presentation, Joe expressed his gratitude to all the friends and colleagues 

who had supported and guided him over the years. He said, “I feel the 

honour belongs not to me, but to the Association.”  

 

Joe was in his element with 

Association members and pilgrims. A 

tall dignified figure, always helpful, a 

very caring person, always glad to 

see people and interested in what 

they had to say.  When Nan died in 

January 2013, Joe continued as a 

volunteer at the Shrine, doing 

whatever he could. When he 

stopped serving Mass, he would 

often be the reader when needed at 

Mass. Last summer, as his health was 

deteriorating, he moved nearer to 

his family and there died peacefully. 

At his funeral, Fr John Armitage said that Joe had probably done every 

job at the Shrine, except his! 

May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 

 Anne Milton, National Secretary, Walsingham Association 1990 – 2012 

 

 

 

2020 ASSOCIATION ANNUAL RETREAT  

6
TH

 – 9
TH

 October 2020         BOOK NOW! 

 

2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING WEEKEND 

9
TH

 – 11
TH

 October  2020       BOOK NOW! 

 

2021 SPRING MEETING 

23
RD

 – 25
TH

 April 2021  

 

2021 ASSOCIATION ANNUAL RETREAT  

12
TH

 – 15
TH

 October 2021 

 

2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING WEEKEND 

15
TH

 - 17
TH

  October 2021 
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(There are many ways in which people come to  

love Our Lady of Walsingham.  

Here, Ulrich vom Hagen tells his story…) 

 

RAISED LUTHERAN, I FOUND MY WAY TO 

ANGLO-CATHOLICISM 

– BEFORE A FINAL TWIST 

 

Ever since the victory of Protestant 

Prussia over Catholic Austria at 

Königgrätz (Sadowa) in 1866, there has 

been talk in conservative-Protestant and 

liberal circles in German territories of 

the “ultramontanes”, those people who 

were guided by forces “beyond the 

Alps”. My conservative grandfather also 

spoke like this, his meaning clear: a vom 

Hagen is Prussian and therefore 

Protestant. 

 

 

I grew up in the 1970s and ‘80s in the Württemberg region in West 

Germany, where every old church is Protestant. The pastor came once a 

year to visit us for four o’clock coffee and cake, and for confirmation 

we had to memorise Luther’s 95 Theses. Only refugee families from 

Germany’s old East, migrant workers, or a few folks from the Swabian 

Alb or the Black Forest were Catholic. There was no Catholic church in 

my town until the 1950s, and new Catholic churches were modern and 

ugly. Most of my classmates were Protestant, and Catholics seemed as 

foreign as Orthodox classmates from Greece or Muslims from Turkey. 

 

At university at Lake Constance, I formed a close friendship with a 

fellow student who had attended a Jesuit boarding school in the Black 

Forest and enjoyed telling me about this mystical world in evenings 

over red wine. As a reserve officer, I was impressed by the strict 

discipline of the Jesuits that he described in his stories. A sign at the 
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Konstanz Minster Square reminded us hikers that it was 2,340km to 

Santiago de Compostela – the thought of such a journey excited us. Yet 

it was during an internship in a provincial city of Gujarat that my 

Christian values became clear to me. To my surprise, I found that the 

deep sympathy I felt for the plight of the poor was not shared by the 

general Indian population. Only at one place were the beggars 

provided with alms – a Catholic church. There, long queues of Hindu 

beggars would form each day. I must confess that I was almost shocked 

to discover my Christian values so abruptly. 

 

A return to Germany – and then to Canada 

Once I returned to Germany, I began attending church services 

regularly, but it was difficult to find a traditional Protestant 

congregation. Nonetheless, these services offered me time for reflection 

and transcendence, even if the sermons felt superficial and the 

communion wine was merely white grape juice. 

 

I emigrated to Halifax, Nova Scotia in 2006 and found a Lutheran 

congregation, which was comprised of parishioners with German 

ancestors as well as some who had come to Canada after the War. 

Unfortunately, however, the congregation was quite liberal. One 

evening, I attended a lecture by an Anglican priest at the local 

theological college. Afterwards we went to the pub, where I found 

myself more or less press-ganged into the local high-church Anglican 

congregation. What a ceremonial world full of choral singing, bells and 

incense! I was able to come to terms with the fact that the Queen was 

supreme governor of the Church of England, the mother church of the 

international Anglican Communion, as this particular congregation was 

founded in the 18th century by German immigrants. The Anglo-

Catholicism maintained in that parish is a small movement within 

Anglicanism that has existed since the 19th century, when, under the 

leadership of John Keble, John Henry Newman and Edward Pusey, the 

Oxford Movement attempted to revive many of the Catholic beliefs 

and practices underlying Anglicanism. 

 

Anglo-Catholicism and Walsingham 

Worship in this high-church parish familiarised me with the saints of the 

Western Church and Cranmer’s Book of Common Prayer. It also led to 

me to a soulmate. The evening before St Matthias’s Day, a young 
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woman named Tracy and I attended Evening Prayer and were 

afterwards invited home for dinner by the parish priest, who had 

become a friend. The following year we were married in a wedding 

service of more than two hours. Tracy had a doctorate in theology from 

St Andrew’s, Scotland, where she had become an Anglican, and so the 

secular year was for us increasingly determined by the church year and 

feast days in honour of the saints. We took part in retreats, and my 

theological interest was stirred. 

 

After a few years my wife became gravely ill, and in 2016 she was given 

only six months to live. Tracy was an avid reader of National 

Geographic, and the December 2015 issue was devoted to the 

worldwide Marian apparitions and their associated pilgrimages. She was 

convinced that the Mother of God could also heal her. Our priest 

pointed out that there was a Marian shrine for Anglicans in an English 

village called Walsingham. The Virgin Mary had appeared there in 1061 

and had asked for the replica of her birthplace (the Holy House) to be 

built next to the monastery. During the Reformation, both the 

monastery and Holy House were destroyed, but the Oxford Movement 

had made Walsingham a place of pilgrimage again. 

 

Sadly, Tracy was too weak to make the arduous journey from Canada 

to England, and she died at the end of the summer of 2016. The grief 

threw me into turmoil for more than two years.  

 

Our friend, who had married us, was now in Oxford, where he was 

responsible for the Anglo-Catholic Pusey House. He invited me there, 

and I took the opportunity to go to Walsingham on behalf of my wife. 

On the day I landed, I took the train from London to Norfolk. From 

there I made a pilgrimage by foot over two days on trails and along 

roads to the Marian shrine, where I arrived late at night. The Anglican 

priests celebrate the liturgy there three times a day, and a sacred spring 

rises directly under the shrine church, where a replica of the Holy House 

stands. Praying for Tracy in the midst of that holy village, I felt the 

closeness of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and a great lightness came over 

me. Our Lady of Walsingham ultimately healed me of the pain of my 

grief. 
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Crossing the Tiber 

Back in Halifax, however, I became painfully aware that the devotion 

to Mary that can be found in Walsingham is largely an exception among 

Anglicans, even among Anglo-Catholics. The high-church service became 

desolate to me, and when our congregation recommended a woman 

for ordination, I knew it was time to cross the Tiber to Rome. 

 

I had discovered that a Franciscan order had been in existence in Halifax 

for over a dozen years, and its Franciscan sisters and friars made their 

home at a local parish. There I was offered a shortened Rite of Christian 

Initiation for Adults (RCIA) programme, which was led by a sister who 

oversaw my instruction in the Catechism of the Catholic Church. 

 

In the summer of 2019 I was received into the Catholic Church in front 

of the congregation. It may just be the Franciscans, but since joining the 

“Romans”, as they are termed by traditional Anglicans, such a cheerful 

world of devotion has opened up to me. 

 

More than this, the rigour and significance of the seven sacraments has 

left a lasting impression on me. And at the same time, I feel a lightness 

that has its origins in my encounter with the Blessed Virgin Mary in 

Walsingham. She seems to be everywhere with her blessings, and 

nothing ever seems to happen merely by chance any more. In receiving 

her as a Mother, I finally found Jesus as a Brother: their love led me to 

take off the worldly armour I wore for so long and allow Her Son to 

enter my heart. 

 

In this regard, St Maximilian Kolbe used the title Immaculata for Mary. 

Her purifying role in Christ’s work of salvation is unique. Mary leads 

those who give themselves to Her to Jesus Christ. The Militia 

Immaculatae, a secular order founded by Fr Kolbe in 1917, therefore 

advocates that Christ be recognised again in the world, knowing that 

there is, as St Pius X said, “no other more effective means against the 

evils of today than restoring the sovereignty of our Lord”. Crucifixes, 

rosaries and friars’ habits have an almost shocking effect on people in 

the West who consider themselves to be progressive and tolerant. To 

them such trappings are as irritating and alien as they once were in the 

German Empire over a hundred years ago. If, as a true conservative, 

one does not want to pay homage to the current hedonistic zeitgeist,  
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one can but seek refuge and a new home in the Catholic Church. So, 

ironically, liberalism must watch as its supposed triumph leads to a 

traditionalist regeneration of the Church. Many countries of the West 

are witnessing a small but brilliant and powerful Catholic renaissance. 

Devout Catholics are not like the broad masses, because they have a 

clear conception of man and adopt a coherent ethic based on faith in 

Jesus Christ. Under the banner of the Immaculata, they form a small but 

growing army, which survives even the greatest tests of our times and 

ultimately prevails against the supremacy of indifference, decadence and 

evil. As Mary predicted in Fatima, “In the end my Immaculate Heart 

will triumph!” 

This article first appeared in Die Tagespost and is printed here with permission. 

 

 Crossing the Tiber! 
 

                                        

WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION WEBSITE 

 

Coming soon…….  

The Walsingham Association will have its own brand 

new website, which will be launched, we hope, late next 

month. It is being designed by Joshua Clovis, son of 

family member Nick Clovis.  

The Executive Committee saw the website in its early 

stages and it looks fantastic. We will be able to have up 

to date news, events and much more available on it.  

Watch this space……. 
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Fr John is 

leaving… 

 

It would be a 

fitting way of 

thanking him 

for his 

amazing work at the Shrine and wishing him well 

for the future if the Walsingham Association had 

a collection for him.   

 

If you agree and are able to contribute, please 

send your donation to Victoria Saunders at the 

Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place, Walsingham 

N22 6EG 

 

Mark your envelope “Fr John Collection”. 

 

Thank you.  
 

Jenny 
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