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CHAIR’S REPORT 
Dear friends, 
 

For those who don’t know me, I am Jason, the new Chair of the 
Association. I am looking forward to the challenge and with your prayers 
and our Lady’s support, I will be OK. 
 

It is an exciting time for the Walsingham Association. I am looking forward 
to our April meeting as it will be the launch of The Walsingham Association 
(TWA), which you created at the 2021 AGM. As from December 2021 we 
have become a charity. For those who want the charity number, it is 
1196936T. Some of you may not be aware that we cannot hold an AGM 
this year because we will not have 12 months’ audited accounts this year. 
The next AGM will be in April 2023. 
 

We also have a new website. Please, if you can go and have a look at the 
website - its address is <walsinghanassociation.org.uk> We hope that you 
like it and that you can get the information you need. You can also pay 
your subscription on it. Plus we have a phone number so you can go 
straight through to the Walsingham Association office where you can pay 
your subscription over the phone; the number is 01328 800 953. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Jenny Thomson, the previous 
Chair, for all the hard work she has done over the last five years. It was 
made especially demanding through the pandemic. 
 

On our membership, please, if everyone of us tries to recruit one person, 
then our association will be better to serve Our Lady. So please try. If you 
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need membership joining forms you can ring the office and they will be 
sent to you. 
  
On a sad note, we have lost so many of our friends over the last two years; 
friends like Annie Fennell, who was a WA Executive Committee member, 
and so many more. They will be sadly missed. 
 

One of the great strengths of our Association is its members and 
their support for each other. Fellowship is fundamental particularly; having 
come through Covid and having lost some of our well known members. 
We need to get together to catch up and start to plan our future, be part of 
it. If you need to contact me, my e-mail is jasonwickard67@gmail.com  if 
you want to phone me my number is 07368 622 710. God Bless. 
 

Jason Wickard 

 

THE WA SUPPORTING THE SHRINE 
 
TRUSTS AND TRUSTEES 
The W.A. Trustees have met on several occasions on Zoom, and then on 
9th March met in Walsingham for a day of training (as required by the 
Charity Commission) and the following day for a Board meeting. The 
Walsingham Association is now apart from the Walsingham Trust. The 
Walsingham Trust has a number of Trustees who are responsible for the 
running and management of the Shrine. The Walsingham Trust was 
responsible for the withdrawal of the plans for changes at the Shrine. Some 
of you are disappointed at this but several changes brought about the 
necessity to do this.  
 
THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION SECRETARY 
Victoria was unable to continue most of her work for us during December. 
Thank you all for your patience whilst waiting for your membership cards. 
Victoria is now Shrine Manager and reports to Sam Baker as her line 
Manager. Our TWA office is now in what was built as a garage for the 
Slipper Chapel cottage. There will be signage. Please do call in if it is open. 
 
ROSE PINK VESTMENTS AND THE SCHUMACHER PIPE ORGAN 
A recent donation of £2000 from TWA to the Shrine has been used as 
follows: 
For the making of a new rose pink chasuble and dalmatic: £1097.40 
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The remainder for the fund (£902.60) went towards the restoration of the 
pipe organ in the Chapel of Reconciliation. Earlier the Organ Fund had 

received £5,000.00 from the National Draw and 100s Club proceeds. Also, as 

previously reported, we paid for the altar frontal in the Holy Spirit Chapel 
and associated linens,. 
 

The Organ Fund is complete! It’s currently being rebuilt and it is hoped that 
Daniel Justin, the Diocesan Director of Music and Organ Adviser will give 
an inaugural recital at 4.30pm on Saturday 30th April. WA members will, 
of course, be most welcome to attend. After all, it’s not often you can hear 
the results of your generous giving! 
 

THE CHAPEL OF RECONCILIATION ROOF AND STORM EUNICE 
As many of you may have heard, the Roof of the Chapel of Reconciliation 
has suffered serious damage caused by the recent unprecedented 
storms. This damage needs to be repaired now and cannot be covered by 
insurance as it is deemed an ‘Act of God’! The estimate for overall cost of 
repairs is approximately £50,000 and comes at a time when the Shrine 
income is traditionally low. As of the last AGM, the Walsingham 
Association had raised   £35,157, this being held by the Walsingham 
Trust. Our Trustees welcome the use of these funds previously sent to the 
Walsingham Trust and held by the Walsingham Trust under the name Holy 
Water Font. The plans for a new Holy Water Font had to be withdrawn in 
the light of subsequent developments. TWA understands that these total 
funds will now be used towards the cost of the roof repairs and note that 
there is still a shortfall of funds. If members would like to contribute further 
to the cost of the roof repairs, please send your donation to the TWA by 
cheque and we will collect the funds and forward them to the Walsingham 
Trust. 

These photos show the temporary repairs to the apex of the roof gable. 
Latest: As at 23rd March the scaffolding is going up! 
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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
In 2021 we gave £10.000 to the I.T. upgrade. This will enable the 
Walsingham website to become more accessible and up-to-date, which will, 
of course, spread the good news about Our Lady’s Shrine. 
 
2022 RETREAT 
The annual retreat will still take place as usual in October 2022, starting on 
Monday, 10th October and concluding on Friday, 14th October. A booking 
form is in this magazine, on page 25, Do try to come to this – and bring 
someone else as well!  
.  
SPRING MEETING 2022 AND THE NATIONAL DRAW.  
There is still time to book for the 2022 Spring Meeting. There is a booking 
form on page 23 in this magazine. Please do sign up for the meeting; there 
are still plenty of places available. Friar Colin-Mary will be giving a talk on 
Saturday, the title of which is ‘The Spirituality of Walsingham’. You will 
also find two books of tickets for the National Draw with this Magazine – 
you need return to the Office only the stubs of sold tickets. Simply destroy 
any you do not need.  
 
THE TEA ROOM AT THE SHRINE  
If you are hoping for it be open, do check in advance. It is not always open 
and in any case now sells only hot and cold drinks and pre-packed snacks. 
 
That should have brought you up to date! 
 

FROM THE EDITOR 
  
Oh look! We’ve grown up. No longer are we a mere Newsletter; we’ve 
become a Magazine. The change of name is a decision our Trustees have 
made. The fact that we have grown into a magazine is largely down to you 
– Walsingham Association members and supporters.  Without your 
contributions and comments there would be little of interest here. 
However, if you keep doing your bit, I’ll continue to do my bit and aim to 
bring you an interesting Magazine three times every year, just as in the past.  
May Our Lady of Walsingham bless my efforts and yours as we try to make 
more people aware of and interested in our beloved Shrine at Walsingham. 
                                                                                        David Chapman 
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This message was issued by the Rector  
on Ash Wednesday, 2nd March 2022. 

 
 

On Friday 25 March, during the Celebration of Penance at which he 
presided at 17.00 in Saint Peter's Basilica, Pope Francis consecrated Russia 
and Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The same act, on the same 
day, was carried out in Fatima by His Eminence Cardinal Krajewski, 

Apostolic Almoner, as envoy of the Holy Father. 

 

Our Lady of Walsingham, pray for the people of 
Ukraine and  for peace throughout the world. 
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A REMINDER TO ALL MEMBERS 
Would you please ensure that we have your correct name and 

address, your phone number(s) and your e-mail address.  
If you think that we may not have these, contact the office.  

(Details on front cover.) Thank you. 

 

RECENTLY DEPARTED MEMBERS 
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of the following members, 
whose deaths have been notified since the last Newsletter.  

If we have missed anyone, please advise us. 
Mr Raymond Board 
Mrs Sheila Brown 
Mrs M E Clement 

Mr Michael Cobbett 
Fr Lyall Cowell 
Fr David Craig 

Ms Annie Fennell 
Mrs Joan Fleet 

Mrs Norah Hamilton 
Mrs Eileen Harris 

Mildred Hirst 
 
 

Mrs Kath Jarman 
Miss D A Jones 

Mr John Kentleton 
Ms A Kidd 

Mr W McCarthy 
Michael Nevill 

Mrs Mary Powell 
Mrs Margaret Ramsey 

Mrs A Rhea 
Mrs M Robinson 

The Revd D Strachan 
Miss Mary Walsh 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and may perpetual light shine 
upon them. From the gates of hell deliver their souls, O Lord.   

May they rest in peace. 
 

Purchases from the Shrine Shop can now be made on-line  
or by phone. If what you want is not in stock, it can probably  

be ordered for you.  Please support the Shrine Shop  
as much as you can for your purchases of books and cards 

 – every purchase helps Our Lady’s Shrine. 
Telephone: 01328 821 794 

E-mail: shop@walsingham.org.uk 
Bookings for Accommodation at Elmham House and  

the Dowry House can also now be made on-line or by phone.  
See separate advertisement on page 26. 
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NATIONAL DAYS OF PRAYER 
 

On the feast of the Annunciation this year, Pope Francis and Bishops of the 
Church will consecrate Russia and Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary. The same consecration will take place at Fátima, where Our Lady 
appeared to three shepherd children in 1917 at the height of the First World 
War.  Many Bishops – mine for instance in Portsmouth, Bishop Philip Egan 
– have appealed for prayer for a “spiritual campaign” to aid Ukraine and its 
people and to plead for peace.  
 

What many may not know is that this call to prayer – to communal, 
national prayer – in a time of crisis has what can only be called a revered 
and quite possibly efficacious history. 
 

Fátima is of course intimately linked to the Rosary as Our Lady appeared to 
the children seers holding rosary beads, and urged its prayer. The rosary 
itself goes back centuries and indeed has developed over centuries – our 
own Pope St John Paul II adding the much loved Luminous Mysteries 
within our own lifetime – but it played a crucial role in 1571, at another 
time of European crisis, when the Ottoman Turks threatened Christian 
Europe. Pope St Pius V called for a similar “spiritual campaign”, in particular 
praying the rosary. At the critical sea battle of Lepanto off the Greek coast, 
the Ottoman fleet was decisively defeated. October 7th, the day of the 
battle, was declared a feast day by the Pope, dedicated to Our Lady of 
Victories, and remains to this day as the feast of Our Lady of the Rosary.  
 

However, this is no purely historical or bygone issue. In 1920, the newly 
independent state of Poland faced an invasion by the Red Army. The 
Soviets had almost reached Warsaw. Pope Benedict XV exhorted all to pray 
for “God’s mercy for Poland … to join all the faithful in imploring the Most 

High God that through the intercession of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary … 

save the Polish Nation from her final defeat and may turn away this new 

plague from Europe.” What followed was called “The Miracle on the 
Vistula” when the Polish Forces under Joseph Pilsudski inflicted a 
devastating defeat on the Red Army that stopped the Soviets’ westward 
expansion. The recent sight of Poles in Warsaw in their thousands praying 
on the streets the rosary for protection for the Ukraine – and themselves it 
might be added given that Poland borders the Ukraine – has uncanny 
echoes.  Major General John Fuller in his Decisive Battles of the Western  

World ranked the Battle of Warsaw at the level of Marathon or Waterloo.  
 
    8 



 

 

But in our own country, there have been national days of prayer called by 
the monarch, but with the full participation of the Catholic Church led by 
Cardinal Hinsley, then Archbishop of Westminster. His robust stance on the 
war endeared him to Churchill. At the time of Dunkirk in 1940, a national 
day of prayer was called for Sunday May 26th, which elicited a tremendous 
response with churches throughout the land full and queues round 
Westminster Abbey. This was repeated on September 8th at the height of 
the Battle of Britain. The outcome of both we know.  
 

There were many calls – unheeded sadly – during Covid for such a national 
spiritual effort. But this call – local, national and papal – to pray for 
Ukraine, and to heighten our Lenten observances in offering, and of course 
to act in whatever way we can practically, has an exceptional history. Our 
Lady herself puts the Rosary at the centre of our prayers. The linkage with 
Fátima at the consecration the Pope and Bishops will make on the Feast of 
the Annunciation can only emphasise this. St Thomas Aquinas wrote that 
we ought to pray for things because there are some things that God wills to 
give, but through the causation of our prayers. History shows these prayers 
can be answered.  
 

Edmund Matyjaszek   Author “The Rosary: England’s Prayer”  

(St Pauls Publishing) 

 

FR DAVID CRAIG R.I.P. 
Fr David will be remembered especially by those who attended the Annual 

Retreats, as he was there faithfully year by year, making the long journey across 

the country on public transport, despite increasing frailty. He was a devoted 
pilgrim to Walsingham and a keen supporter of the Association.  
 

After his death the church was full for each Mass and a large assembly of priests 

concelebrated each of the Masses (with the Bishop on Friday). Tributes were 

paid to Father’s devoted ministry in the eight parishes he served (six as parish 

priest) and as Diocesan Registrar of Deceased Clergy which continued into 

retirement up until his death.  
 

Mention was made of Father’s ministry as an Anglican. The music at his funeral 

was beautiful (St John Henry Newman hymns, “Immaculate Mary” and the In 

Paradisum). He was buried at Bridgnorth.  

 

Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory, dear Father. 
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Please note that the visit to Westminster Cathedral 

is now 28th-29th October, not as given above. 
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DIOCESE OF WESTMINSTER: 
“BEHOLD YOUR MOTHER" 

 

Over two years, from 2018-2020, the renowned Statue of Our Lady of 

Walsingham visited every Catholic Cathedral in England with a mission to 

pray for the Re-evangelisation and Conversion of England. This led to the 

great Rededication of England as the Dowry of Mary on March 29th 2020. 

 

It was a moment of grace when Catholics in England were invited to renew 

their own personal “YES” to the Lord Jesus through acts of Consecration to 

Jesus through Mary. These Acts of Consecration were prayed alongside the 

great Rededication Prayer of England as the Dowry of Mary, prayed by 

every English Bishop from his own Diocesan Cathedral with priests and 

faithful from their own parishes and homes.             Continued on page 12) 
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The plans for the Rededication were turned upside down due to the Covid-

19 Pandemic. Nevertheless it was a day of extraordinary Grace which only 

upon reaching heaven will we all understand. Yet there is much that was 

left unfinished; not least the final visit of the Dowry Tour of Our Lady of 

Walsingham to Westminster Cathedral. 

 

Details in time from: antonia@walsingham.org.uk 

and through the Shrine's social media 
https://www.walsingham.org.uk/2021/09/09/diocese-of-westminster-

behold-your-mother/ 

 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR – those pubs again! 

 

I saw your letter in The Walsingham Association Newsletter about the pubs. 

I think the one that is missing is the King's Head up by the station. It closed 

in about 1959. The Knight’s Gate wasn't a pub, it was a restaurant and 

used to belong to the Shrine. We used to live at 18 High Street, which used 

to be a pub. It had a hole in the hall door so the police could see who was 

in there. Somebody came over the threshold every night at 8 o'clock - but 

there was nobody there. The dog would wag her tail. I think the name of 

the pub was Le Horne. There were two pubs in Church Street. The main 

village was around the church. In the High Street there were hostels for 

pilgrims. After the Reformation the villagers went to live up there. There 

was a row of cottages up to the south porch of the church. The Oxford 

Stores, now the village shop, is owned by Walsingham Estate, which owns 

all the right hand side of High Street as you go up the street. 

 

Did you know that the monks said when they left the Abbey that there 

would be no boys born there and there hasn't been. John Gurney had five 

daughters. He inherited the Abbey from his mother's side of the family.  the 

Lee Warners. 

 

I hope you find this interesting. Best wishes  

 

Margaret (née Whitmore) 
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BL. CHARLES de FOUCAULD TO BE CANONISED 
LS Kathy of the Fraternity of the Little Sisters in Walsingham invites 
us to join in prayer and celebration... 
 
On May 15th, Pope Francis will canonise 
Blessed Charles de Foucauld, founder of 
the Little Sisters of Jesus who have been 
present in Walsingham for over 50 
years. Convinced of the value of a 
contemplative life in a missionary setting, 
he lived among the Muslim Tuaregs of the 
Sahara at the beginning of the 20th 

Century. He wished to be known as the 
“universal brother”, living an apostolate of 
goodness as a means to preparing the way 
for the Gospel. “The good we do depends 
on what we are, not on what we say or 
do.” Killed in 1916, many religious groups 
and lay people continue to follow him as a 
model of how to announce the Gospel in 
our troubled world. 
The Noon Mass at Our Lady's Shrine in Walsingham on May 16 will 
be celebrated by Bishop David Oakley in thanksgiving for Bl. Charles’  
canonisation. Another celebration will be led by Bishop Kevin McDonald at 
St Matthew’s Church, West Norwood, on June 11.   
All are welcome. 

 

MORE THAN HALF A LIFETIME! - ANTONIA 
MOFFAT REFLECTS ON LITTLE SISTER CECILE 

 

Little Sr Cecile departed for France on February 21st after more than Half a 
Lifetime in England! For 22 of those years we were graced with her 
beautiful, prayerful presence here in Walsingham. Ls Cecile will be 90 on 
July 31st 2022; I am in awe of how she has managed this great move to the 
land of her birth after so many years. At the end of her life, God is asking of 
her the Sacrifice of total Detachment - so as to be ever more united with 
Him.  
 
Ls Cecile has safely arrived in Mallemort and is gently settling in! Pray for 
her, as she does and will for us all. 
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Ls Kathy gives us some background of Sr Cecile's incredible 
missionary life: 
 Ls Cecile's uncle had been 
a missionary in China and I think 
that had a big role in her life. She 
always had a keen interest in the 
missions and as a young sister was 
sent to China and Vietnam. After 
her final vows, she was asked to 
be in charge of an international 
novitiate in Tre Fontane, Rome. 
 In 1973 she came to Leeds, 
working as a cleaner in an office 
two hours a day. She then lived in 
Walsingham from September 1973 
to October 1976, returning to 
France to have an operation on 
her ear in January 1977. She’d 
always had hearing trouble and 
that operation proved very 
helpful. She returned to London, 
working as a cleaner in a home in 
Earl’s Court and then went to 
Birmingham in 1978-1984. She worked as a cleaner in a shop fitters’ 
factory. She then went to London for a few months and again returned to 
Birmingham from 1984-1989, working as a home help. In April 1989 she 
went back to France to look after her mum. Her sister, who had been 
looking after the mother died and there was no one else to look after her. 
Cecile was with her for five years and in fact that helped her to create deep 
bonds with her nieces and nephews. She returned to England in 1994, after 
the death of her Mum and lived until 2014 in Walsingham. She was very 
gifted for sewing and crafts and she prized work that was well done. She 
loved doing that, and even now still makes cards from dried flowers. But I 
also appreciated her lively faith and the way she could communicate it. Her 
conversations with people had depth to them and there was an added 
gentleness and attention to people that seemed really to touch many.  
  She is going to be living in a community called Mallemort in the 
south of France. Being almost 90, it seemed that life would be easier for her 
if she was back in her native language. But we will miss her. She left the 
region eleven months short of having been here for 50 years. 
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POOR SIGHT? 
If you have difficulty in reading the normal edition 

of the Newsletter, the Office can arrange for a 

large print edition (A4 size) to be made for you. 
 

FROM A NEW TRUSTEE OF THE W.A. 
 

July 2021 was a memorable month: marked by a special birthday and by 
an intriguing telephone message from Jenny Thomson, then W.A Chair, 
who had a question for me.  Warily I took another call and ended up 
agreeing to join the Executive Committee, which would evolve into the 
Board of Trustees of The Walsingham Association! 
 

Trusts abound, making decisions in the interests of individuals, or 
organisations. There are NHS trusts, academic trusts, trust funds 
administering legacies.  I had ideas about trustees, not least of them taking 
personal responsibility for financial anomalies.   As explained in recent 
newsletters, the Association has become a mini charity trust, regulated by 
Charity Commission rules.   
 
Board meetings are a revelation, especially about the value of the 
Association to the Shrine.  Recently, it helped financially when lockdown 
resulted in income loss, and has donated to the restoration of the 
Schumacher organ in the Chapel of Reconciliation.  A larger trust connected 
with the Shrine is "The Walsingham Trust", which is responsible for the 
upkeep and running of the Shrine, employing a number of people to do 
this.   
 
We are an eclectic mix of five Trustees. The others are very experienced 
and skilled at running the Association.  We have met several times via 
"Zoom".  It is interesting to see peoples' reactions to what is said, 
particularly that odd little woman with the quizzical frown (me).  I offered 
to write Minutes, unaware that some meetings would last three hours!   
 
As Trustee, my first job was to help interview prospective employees.  I 
have become aware of the administration involved in setting up this Trust: 
writing rules of governance and procedure, printing, having a website 
designed, getting communication connections; as well as what the 
Association has always done, planning and running meetings. 
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liaising with the Pilgrim Bureau, booking retreat leaders, monitoring money 
raised for the  Shrine.  All this has been skilfully carried out by my fellow 
Trustees, since I lack experience and live a long way away. (No excuse - the 
former Chair travels from Scotland!)  As I write, I am looking forward to a 
training day for the Trustees in Walsingham.  One thing I already know is 
that as Trustee of a mini charity, I will not have to raid my money box to 
cover financial mishaps - unless I commit fraud!   
 

What of the future of this Association and the Shrine that it supports?  
Covid and lockdowns have taken their toll. The membership's age profile is 
rising.  Branches disappear and individual, rather than branch membership 
is the norm, but there is still room for groups and branches, to meet and 
pray, fundraise and visit Walsingham.  Being a Trustee is not an easy 
option, but given what is achieved by the Association, it is well worthwhile.  
 

Catholics seem less aware of Walsingham than of the European shrines, and 
can be apathetic.  Its message needs better dissemination. One visit remains 
on the Dowry Tour, to Westminster Cathedral.  I pray that, with Mary's 
blessing, it may revitalise the work of the Shrine and bless the Walsingham 
Association.  
 

Francesca M. Flynn (W.A. Trustee, & Sheffield Branch Secretary) 

  

RED WEDNESDAY - 23RD NOVEMBER, 2022 
 

Our good friends at Aid to the Church in Need have asked us to 

publicise this year’s Red Wednesday well in advance – something we 

are glad to do. You probably know that the idea is to light up buildings 

in red on that day to draw attention to ACN’s work to show solidarity 

with persecuted Christians and other faith minorities worldwide and to 

campaign for religious freedom for all. 
Why not try to light up YOUR church? Plenty of time to organise it! 

 

ACN is also running an art competition in connection with this year’s 

Red Wednesday. Details at can@acnuk.org.uk 
 

If you would like to know more about Red Wednesday ’22 or anything else 

about ACN, go to acn@acnuk.org. 

Helping the suffering Church today. 
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JESUS’ “BROTHERS AND SISTERS” 
 

The Church clearly believes that Our Lady gave birth to no other children 
after Jesus. Repeatedly we call her ‘Ever-Virgin’, but people question this, 
pointing to passages in Scripture which appear to suggest otherwise. 
 
First, in Luke 2:7 we read that she ‘gave birth to her first-born son’, 
which might suggest that there were others. But it need not. When I was 
born, the first child of my parents, nobody knew that another son would 
follow three years later. Perhaps I would be the first and only, perhaps the  
first of many.  Time would tell. Whatever might happen, I was the first-
born. 
 
In Exodus 12 all the first-born in Egypt, both of man and beast, died, while 
the dreadful punishment ‘passed over’ the houses where the Israelites were 
keeping Passover. In 13:1-2 God requires that the first-born of man and 
beast must be consecrated to him. There is more in vv.11-16. The first-born 
male of every beast must be sacrificed. A first-born son is not to be 
sacrificed, but an animal must be sacrificed in his place. (At Candlemass in 
Luke 2:23-4 Our Lady and St Joseph offer two sacrifices, this one for the 
first-born and another for the purification of a mother after childbirth.) 
With a first-born donkey, there is an option to substitute another animal. In 
Leviticus 19:23-5 the first fruit picked from a new tree is offered to God. 
The first is felt to be special, and so it belongs to God from whom all things 
come. All this surely lies behind Luke’s underlining that Jesus was the ‘first-
born’. 
 
Then in Mark 6:3 we read: ‘Is not this the builder, the son of Mary 
and brother of James and Joset and Judas and Simon? And are not 
his sisters here with us?’’ (Matthew 13:55 is very similar.) The first answer 
commonly given is this. With us, brothers and sisters share both their 
parents, while two people sharing just one of those parents are half-
brothers or –sisters. But in many cultures, both then and now, the terms are 
used much more loosely. Genesis 11:27 clearly shows that Lot is Abram’s 
nephew, the son of his brother Haran; but in 13:8 Abram says to Lot, ‘We 
are brothers’. 
 
But we can go further. Remember that list of four ‘brothers’ and then turn 
on in Mark to 15:40, where one of the women watching by the Cross is  
‘Mary the mother of James the Less and of Joset’. Assuming that these  
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are the same James and Joset mentioned in 6:3, are we to think that their 
mother Mary is Our Lady? Or another Mary? I can only say this: that if it 
were Our Lady, it would seem odd in the extreme for Mark to name two 
other sons of hers while not mentioning that she is the mother of Jesus, the 
central figure in this scene related to Jesus. 
 

Finally, some people have suggested that these ‘brothers and sisters’ could 
have been half-brothers and –sisters, children of Joseph by an earlier wife 
who had died before he married Our Lady, who would then have been 
their step-mother. That sounds possible, but think again about Mark 15:40.  
 

If the mother of James and Joset had died some time before Jesus was 
born, she could not possibly have been present at his Crucifixion more than 
thirty years later!            John Huntriss 
(The author has been coming to Walsingham for more than fifty years. For 
many years he has taught Scripture for the Diocese of Clifton and beyond, 

and is always happy to be asked to speak to parish or other groups. Contact 

through the Pilgrim Bureau. His book The Diary of God , on sale in the 

Slipper Chapel shop, is an introductory tour of the whole Bible, following the 

route of the weekday Mass readings and needing only a very few minutes 

each day.)There is a short but informative interview with John Huntriss if 

you follow this link: https://soundcloud.com/clifton-diocese/the-diary-
of-god-interview-with-john-huntressmp3 
 

WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION CLOTHING 
A large range of good quality garments, all with the Walsingham Association 

logo, is available by post at very reasonable prices. 
     T-SHIRTS £10.50    POLO SHIRTS £14.50 

BASEBALL CAPS £7.50   SWEATSHIRTS £18.50 
V-NECK SWEATERS £26.50     HOODED JACKETS £18.50 

FLEECE JACKETS £27.50  
 

Postage & packing included. 
Most items are available in a variety of sizes and colours, and some can be 
personalised with your name. It’s not possible to give all details here, but a 

detailed and clear order form is available.  
 

To place an order or to request an order form please contact 
Peter Martin, 1, Lilac Wood, King’s Lynn, PE30 3SW. 

Telephone 01553 675 784 or 07737 196 440. 
E-mail: francisp.martin@btinternet.com 

    18 



 

 

OUR LADY OF BANNEUX HAS MOVED! 
No – the original statue and shrine are 
still safely in Banneux in Southern 
Belgium, but the statue, which has 
featured in these pages before, has 
now been re-located to a sheltered 
spot in the garden between the Church 
of the Annunciation and the St Anne’s 
accommodation block. If you’ve never 
found your way round there, do find a 
moment to rest on one of the seats 
there and say the prayer to Our Lady 
of Banneux which is on the plaque. 

 

 
 
 

ANNIE FENNELL RIP 
Cris Jones writes: We were very saddened to learn of Annie’s death on 4th 
February, 2022. My husband drove the coach for our East Shropshire 
pilgrimages and our daughters and I organised the pilgrimage itself. 
Annie was nearly always one of the first to book on our annual pilgrimages 
and she loved nothing better than getting to Walsingham and becoming 
immersed in all its spiritual programme. 
 
Somehow, despite all her health problems, she continued her pilgrimages 
after our group had closed and overall must have been visiting for over 40 
years as our East Shropshire group visited for well over 30! 
 

I last saw her in early November when we spent a lively time having lunch 
and catching up on Walsingham news - Annie was as enthusiastic as ever 
about what was going on  - and what she thought ought to be happening! 
Even her car had BVM in its registration. She was a real character, honest, 
reliable, steadfast and utterly indefatigable. Bless her.  
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BELIEVING IN THE LIGHT 
AND LIFE OF CHRIST 

Venerable Mother Mary Magdalen of Jesus in the Eucharist, CP 

 Jesus comes and goes; he makes his presence felt and then hides in 
silence as if he were not there. This morning, at the first strike of the bell for 
rising, he made his presence felt in my soul and asked for my love. From 
the bottom of my heart I said to him. “O Jesus, I love you; I love you. 
Come to me, fill me with yourself; absorb my whole being, live in me so 
that my life may be your life.” He desires nothing but to live in us and 
work in us the prodigies of his divine love. 
 What wonderful things love can do! I could tell you everything, but 
it is impossible. Silence says the most about the things of God. Silence 
attracts my soul because it is the language of heaven. “There,” the Lord 
says, “When all have been made one with me, we shall understand each 
other perfectly in perfect silence.” All the aspirations of our soul must be 
completely satisfied, and this desire for silence is the one I feel most keenly 
at the present time: to be able to understand each other without saying 
anything. 
 Silence in God – what things it tells me! I understand this when the 
divine light illuminates the darkness of my soul. What I see and understand 
then! I understand my nothingness and my greatness. Do not be surprised 
at the phrase “my greatness”, because it seems that the Lord makes me say 
it. Many souls, because they do not believe or because they doubt that the 
goodness of God is so great that he gives infinite riches to his creatures, 
shares with them his own greatness, his divine being and all that he has – 
because they do not believe this, they deny God’s attributes of mercy and 
liberality. For that reason I said “my greatness” without any fear, because 
what I mean is that I believe is that I have received great gifts from God; 
and because I believe that he has given them to me, I call them mine. The 
Lord makes me understand my nothingness when he withdraws his 
light…making me feel my incapacity for everything…convinced of my 
impotence, I experience my greatness because God lives in me and what is 
his is mine. 
 

HUNDREDS CLUB 
A few people continue to pay their Hundreds Club subscription in 
‘instalments’. Processing these small amounts makes extra work for the 
Secretary. Would you please, if possible, make arrangements in future to 

pay the full mount in one go.                             Thank you. 
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 IT’S NOT TOO LATE! BOOK NOW. 

THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION 

SPRING MEETING 2022 
22nd – 24th April 2022 
 

BOOKING FORM 
 

Name 1:_______________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________ 

Post Code;__________  Telephone(s):______________________________  

E-mail:_________________________________________________________ 

Name 2:_______________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________ 

Post Code;__________  Telephone(s):______________________________  

E-mail:_________________________________________________________ 

SPRING MEETING PRICES  
Standard Rooms £135.50                 En-suite Rooms £162.50 
The price given includes bed price along with coffee/tea and biscuits for the meeting and 

a welcome reception glass of wine on Friday evening; supper on Friday evening, packed 

lunch on Saturday and cooked Sunday lunch at Elmham House on Sunday. WA discount 

is included on everything but the £2 staff gratuity is not included.  

SPRING MEETING SATURDAY EVENING MEAL 
Two course meal with tea or coffee, glass of wine  

and welcome reception glass of wine. 

Please send a £20 non-refundable deposit for each booking.  
It is advisable to book soon if you want a particular room. 

Make cheques payable to The Walsingham Association. 
 

Please return the form by Saturday 9th April 2022 at the latest to  

The Walsingham Association, Pilgrim Bureau,  

Friday Market Place, Walsingham NR22 6EG 

SEND YOUR BOOKING WITH YOUR MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
IF YOU HAVE NOT YET RENEWED AND SAVE THE POSTAGE! 
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THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION 

HUNDREDS CLUB              
JOIN, OR RENEW MEMBERSHIP, FOR 2022 

 I wish to apply for membership or renew my membership (please delete) 

of The Walsingham Association Hundreds Club. 

 TITLE:  

NAME:  

ADDRESS:  

  

POST CODE:  

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  

TELEPHONE NUMBER(S):  

100s CLUB MEMBERSHIP NUMBER: (If known)  

● Payment may be by Standing Order, Cheque, Bank Transfer (TO THE 
 ACCOUNT DETAILS BELOW) or Postal Order (PO Fee £1.50 on cheques cost 

 the WA 55p to clear.)  

●  The annual fee for a single number is £12, but you may hold as many numbers 
 as you wish. (For more than one number, simply multiply the amounts by the 

 number of holdings you want. Amend the Standing Order form as required.)  
● The Membership Year runs annually from 1st December to the following 
 November.  

●  Your details are confidential to the WA and will not be shared.  
 PAYMENT BY STANDING ORDER & bank details for bank transfer:  

YOUR BANK NAME:  

BANK ADDRESS:  

  

BANK SORT CODE:  

YOUR ACCOUNT NUMBER:  

(Office to complete) QUOTING MEMBERSHIP NUMBER:  

Please pay the sum of £12.00 (twelve pounds) to The Walsingham Association 

Hundreds  
Club at Barclays Bank, Fakenham, Account No 10134007 Sort Code 20-30-81 now, and 

then annually on December 1st until further notice and debit my account.  
  

 

Signed:_________________________________________________Date:_________ 

Return this form to the Pilgrim Bureau, NOT to your bank.  
PAYMENT BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER:  

Cheques or postal orders should be made out to “The Walsingham Association Hundreds 

Club”, be accompanied by this form and sent or handed in to:-  

 The Walsingham Association, Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place, Walsingham, NR22 6EG  

Tel: 01328 800 953 E-mail: wa@walsingham.org.uk 
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THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION   

ANNUAL RETREAT 2022 

Leader:The Revd A J Kingham, BD, JCD, MCL, PhD 

(Member of the Guild of Chaplains  
at Our Lady’s Shrine in Walsingham.) 

Monday 10th to Friday 14th October 2022 
BOOKING FORM  

TITLE:  

 

NAME: 

  

ADDRESS:  

 

   

POST CODE:  

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  

 

TELEPHONE NUMBER(S):  

 

RETREAT PRICES 
£246.13 for Standard Accommodation, per person,   

plus Retreat expenses and Staff Gratuity £32.00  TOTAL: £278.13 

£300.13 for En suite Accommodation, per person,  

plus Retreat expenses and Staff Gratuity £32.00  TOTAL: £332.13 
Please tick your choice of accommodation type: 

Standard [   ]  En suite [   ] 

YOU MAY ALSO BOOK AS A NON-RESIDENT. 

A non-refundable deposit of £20.00 is required for each booking.  

To pay by card (preferred) please telephone 01328 800 953 

Please make cheques payable to The Walsingham Association 

Please return the form by 26th September 2022 to: 
The Walsingham Association, Pilgrim Bureau,  
Friday Market Place, Walsingham NR22 6EG 

 

Please note that the Retreat starts on Monday, 10th October 2022 and 
that this year no AGM is to be held. If you require a particular room, 

please ask the reception team in the Pilgrim Bureau.  

We look forward to seeing you all again. 
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ROSARY AT HALLAM CATHEDRAL 
 
The recitation of the rosary is a feature of devotions at St Marie's Cathedral 
(Hallam Diocese) as elsewhere. St Marie's is blessed to have two groups in 
the cathedral parish praying the rosary after 12.30 Mass on Fridays and 
Saturdays respectively. The tradition of praying the rosary in community 
has been continuous from the 1950s at St Marie's. The Rosary Group, 
though fluctuating in numbers, continues to the present day. Now well 
established, it is highlighted on the cathedral website and newsletter, both 
of which invite parishioners and visitors to participate. 
                 
 In recent years, the Rosary Group has enjoyed the support and 
encouragement of the cathedral deans, starting with Fr Thornton.  As with 
other parish groups, our members were affected by the 2020 lockdown, 
but the rosary continued unhindered thanks to the initiative of the St 
Marie's PPC in inaugurating a weekly Zoom and Telephone 
rosary. Happily, at the lifting of lockdown, members were eager to resume 
praying again in church as a group. 

  
Members of the group have recollections of 
recent highlights for Hallam Diocese where 
St Marie's hosted the 2017 Fátima  
Centenary Year, closely followed in 2018 by 
Rosary Around the Coast initiatives. The 
more recent 2019 Dowry Tour, whereby 
Walsingham came to St Marie's, was an 
unforgettably joyful weekend. It is with this 
same joy that several members of St Marie's 
Rosary Group will be travelling to 
Westminster Cathedral for the culmination 
of the Dowry Tour. 
 
It is with thanksgiving that our Rosary 

Group wishes to convey to all the graces and blessings received through 
praying the rosary and fervently hopes that it can keep this flame of faith lit 
and passed on to successive generations of St Marie's parishioners.  
 
Joseph Durham (Sheffield W.A. member) 
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A PRAYER OF PREPARATION 
Be still and know that I am God (Ps.46.10) 

Be. 
 do not do 
 or pretend to be 
 anything. 
 Just be.  
 

Be still. 
 calm those 
 anxious, unruly  
 whirling thoughts  
 into stillness. 
 

Be still and know. 

 as the flower knows the sun’s rays 
 as the mouth knows bread 
 as the heart knows love 
 open yourselves to knowing. 
 

Be still and know that I am. 
 here and now 
 around you and within you 
 behind you and before you 
 wherever you are 
 I am 
 

Be still and know that I am God. 
 your Father and Mother 
 your Companion and Healer 
 your Life and your all. 

Be 
Be still 

Be still and know 
Be still and know that I am 

Be still and know that I am God 
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This picture, The Annunciation, is by Filippo Lippi (1406-1459) 

and hangs in the National Gallery, London 
 

After Filippo Lippi 

The boy inclines his head, but looks. 
She keeps a gaze fixed down 

to touch her heart submissively. 
The lily and the crown 

await. A garden wall extends 
beyond the curve of arch 

that reaches round to hold them 
in one still act. 
A silence keeps 

watch like an open eye. 
If there was a clock it would tick. 

A world passes by. 
 

Poem: Edmund Matyjaszek  
ems@emsbase.co.uk First published in the Blue Box Anthology  

Runner-up: iddlesex Full Circle Arts Project  
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CELEBRATING ST JOSEPH AT ST MARIE'S 
 The Cathedral Church of St Marie, in Sheffield (Hallam Diocese) has a side 
chapel dedicated to St Joseph. This is a blessing, as the cathedral was able to 
highlight the year of St Joseph by keeping the chapel as a focal point for 
devotion. This very chapel, with its beautiful gilded altar piece of St 
Joseph, where it was not 
uncommon to witness 
parishioners making 
devotional visits to pray, 
was adorned with flowers 
throughout the Year of St 
Joseph, notably lilies 
donated by parishioners. 
 
Parish initiatives for the 
Year of St Joseph - to make 
him better known 
and loved - had been 
tasked to the youth liaison 
officer, whose enthusiasm 
and love for St Joseph 
resulted in information 
transmitted through the 
medium of posters,  
illustrating graphically the 
role of St Joseph in the life 
of the Holy Family and in the universal church, as its guardian, patron and 
protector . 
               
Pope Francis's prayer for the Year of St Joseph was printed in 
the newsletter. This played an important part in the parish novenas and 
celebrations for the respective feast days of St Joseph on 19 March and 1 
May. 
               
 As the Year of St Joseph makes way for the Synod and our synodal 
journey, St Marie's goes forward in certainty of the patronage and help of 
St Joseph.   
Joseph Durham (Sheffield W.A. member) 
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Can you even imagine two million primary school 

children? Now imagine them all hungry, living in 

extreme poverty in twenty countries worldwide, 

I’m sure you will all respond by saying something 

like, “That’s awful! That shouldn’t happen – but I 

can’t do anything about that problem – it’s just too 
big.” 

 

St Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Teresa), in her 
typically forthright way, said, “If you cannot feed a 

hundred people, then feed just one.” 
 

In 1992 Fergus and Magnus MacFarlane-Barrow, two brothers from a 

Catholic family in Dalmally, Scotland, decided to try to aid refugees in 
Boznia-Herzegovina. They made a local appeal and set off in a second-

hand Land-Rover. When they returned, donations had continued to 

flood in. Out of these early beginnings grew an international charity 

which now, known as “Mary’s Meals”, feeds 2,000,000 children with 

a daily meal in a place of education. One boy, Edward, left as the 

‘head’ of a family in Malawi, was asked what his dreams were in life. 

He replied:  

”I want to have enough to eat  

and to go to school one day.”  
 

Where children have one good meal a day they are able to concentrate 

in school – indeed are able to attend school as they are freed from the 

task of trying to find anything to eat. Education enables them to begin 

the climb out of poverty. 

 

Mary’s Meals now unites people worldwide in the belief that no child 

should endure a day without a meal and that education is the key to 

future well being. Most of the work is done by thousands of volunteers 
who carry out lots of little acts of love on behalf of Mary’s Meals. 
The charity is, of course, named after Mary, the mother of Jesus and 

dear to us as Our Lady of Walsingham, who brought up her own child 

in poverty; it now consists of, respects and reaches out to people of all 

faiths and none. 
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Unlike some big charities, Mary’s Meals 
keeps running costs low, so that at least 

93p of every pound given goes directly to 

the charitable work. Where possible, the 

food is purchased locally – and this 

encourages and supports local farmers. It is 
prepared and served by local volunteers 

and the charity will set up a feeding 

programme only when invited by a local 

community and assured of local support. 

Doing it this way, we can feed a child for a 

year for under £20 – the meal varies, but in 

most of Africa, this will be a porridge, 

which we fortify with vitamins – and the 
local people will often grow some 

vegetables or fruit to go with it. We believe 

in the power of porridge! 
 

I have recently become a volunteer, 

addressing groups in churches and other 

places and telling them about this work 

and I have found it enjoyable, moving and worthwhile, which is why I 

wanted to write about it here. In churches, the emphasis primarily is to 
ask people to pray for the work and then to think of ways in which 

they could assist with it. In other groups, we try to enable people to 

offer their money, goods, skills or time – and through this involvement 

provide effective help to some of the world’s poorest communities. 
 

I could write at great length about this wonderful charity. However, if 

you would like to know more about it, or would like to support it with 

your money or your time, there is information at info@marysmeals.org 

or by telephoning 0800 698 1212. Or contact me, David Chapman, 
through the Walsingham Association and I will answer your questions or 

direct you to those who can.  
 

Of course, you may already know of Mary’s Meals and be a supporter. 

If you are, first of all, ‘Thank You’, and then perhaps this little article 

will encourage you to spread the word and consider how you may 

develop your support still further.                  David Chapman, Editor 
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS WITH THE TYBURN MARTYRS 
In London, near Marble Arch, is a traffic island that contains a memorial to the 105 

Catholic martyrs that were savagely executed there between 1534 and 1681. Tyburn 

was, at this time, three miles outside the City of London and had been the execution 

ground for London’s criminals for 500 years. These Stations of the Cross record the 

men and women who followed Our Lord even to death for their beliefs and for their 

care for the souls of the people of England. On this site was the Tyburn Tree, the 

gallows where they died. The men and women who were hung, drawn and quartered 

at this place were Catholics practicing their religion in a time when the Catholic faith 

was forbidden in this country. Today, very near this site, is a beautiful convent where 

the enclosed nuns pray for the world, the sick, for peace, for all of us. 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Almighty and eternal Father, accept our prayer of thanksgiving for your Beloved Son, 

our Saviour and Lord. As we recall his Sacred Passion send the Spirit of Christ into 

our hearts, we beg You, so that whether we pray or work we might do all In union 

with Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 
 

1. JESUS IS CONDEMNED TO DEATH 
1st July 1616. Blessed Thomas Maxfield, Secular Priest 

Thomas was sent to the Mission in England in 1615 but after only three months, he 

was arrested. Before his trial, he converted two gang members imprisoned with him 

who were already under sentence of death, and then received his own dreadful 

sentence. When he came to Tyburn, feeble and emaciated by eight months of 

imprisonment and torture, the gallows were found to be adorned with flowers, the 

ground covered with herbs and branches of bay and laurel. 

Let us pray. All-powerful and eternal God, for proclaiming the truth your Son, Jesus 

Christ, is condemned to death by crucifixion. Stir up your love in our hearts so that we 

might be ever faithful to all that You have told us and fear nothing more than the loss 

of your friendship through sin. Amen. 
 

2. JESUS CARRIES HIS CROSS 

21st January 1642. Saints Thomas Reynolds and Alban Roe, Secular Priests 

Saint Thomas Reynolds, after receiving ordination abroad, returned to England and 

spent the next fifty years of his life working in secret ministering to Catholics. Father 

Alban Roe, another condemned priest, met him at Newgate as they were both strapped 

to the hurdle to take them to Tyburn and they made their final confessions to each 

other As they tried to cover his eyes Father Roe said, ‘I dare look death in the face.’ 

Let us pray. Father in heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ, still carries his cross in his 

persecuted brothers and sisters throughout the world. Make us feel the needs of all 

persons so that we might as readily help them as we would help Jesus himself. Amen. 
 

3. OUR LORD FALLS THE FIRST TIME 

June 1st 1571. Blessed John Storey, Layman 

    31 



 

 

John Storey left England and settled in Flanders, being in danger because of his faith. 

He regretted doing so and in failing with his lack of courage in not facing up to 

possible martyrdom. He was kidnapped in Antwerp and taken to England and to the 

Tower where he had been imprisoned once before. As an important lawyer and 

government official he was treated with unusual savagery, even for Tyburn. Let us 

pray. O God, to free us from sin and weakness your Son, Jesus Christ, embraced his 

fearful passion and crucifixion. Strengthen us to our baptismal resolutions by which 

we renounced sin and Satan, so that through the passion of this life's sufferings we 

might rise to new life of joyful service free of all selfishness. Amen. 
 

4. JESUS MEETS HIS MOTHER 

12th February 1584. Blessed James Fenn, Seminary Priest 

James Fenn became a priest after the death of his wife. He returned to England but 

was captured, and on the day of his execution his little daughter, Frances, in tears, 

came to say goodbye and receive his blessing, which he gave her with great difficulty, 

trying to raise his manacled hands. Let us pray. O blessed Lord, at your passion, a 

sword of sorrow pierced the loving heart of your Mother as Simeon had foretold. 

Grant that we who look back on her sorrows with compassion might receive the 

healing fruits of your sufferings. Amen. 
 

5. SIMON OF CYRENE HELPS JESUS CARRY HIS CROSS 

January 22nd 1592. Blessed William Patenson, Secular Priest  
William Patenson was from Durham and was sent to the English Mission a year after 

ordination. The night before his execution he was put into the ‘condemned hole’ with 

seven criminals who were to die with him the next day. He converted six of them that 

night and helped them to make their peace with God. The six professed their belief in 

public on the scaffold and this led to Father Patenson being killed with terrible 

savagery. Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, help us to see in the sufferings and 

shortcomings of our lives a share in Your Cross; strengthen and console us in the 

belief that we bear all things in union with You, who have taken upon Yourself even 

our guilt. Amen 
 

6. VERONICA WIPES THE FACE OF JESUS 

27th February 1601. Saint Ann Line, Laywoman 

Ann was a convert and cared for those priests who came to the Mission field. On 

Candlemas Day, 1601, the priest hunters broke in while Father Page was saying 

Mass. He managed to escape, but Ann was taken to prison and condemned. At Tyburn 

she declared with a loud voice ‘I am sentenced to death for harbouring a Catholic 

priest, and so far I am from repenting for having done so, that I wish with all my soul 

that where I have harboured one I could have harboured a thousand.’ Let us pray. 

Almighty and ever-loving God, we feel your love and understanding in the 

consolation and support we receive from one another. Give us, we beg You, the 

courage and dedication to sacrifice and suffer with those who are in need, the least of 

your people. Amen.  
 

    32 



 

 

7. THE SECOND FALL OF OUR LORD 

1st December 1581. Saint Edmund Campion’ Priest of the Society of Jesus 

Edmund Campion was made a deacon in the Protestant church when he was at 

Oxford, but he repented of this and became a Jesuit Priest. He returned to England to 

re-evangelise his own country and he managed to escape capture many times, while 

taking many people back to belief in the Old Church. He hoped for martyrdom and 

was found with Blessed Alexander Briant and Blessed Ralph Sherwin, both 

priestsexecuted with him, in a state of calm cheerfulness on their day of sacrifice. Let 

us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, You shared in our weaknesses and accepted our guilt. 

Grant us the favour of rejoicing over our human weaknesses, so that in all we do, Your 

strength, dwelling in us, may be shown to all others. Amen 
 

8. JESUS MEETS THE WOMEN OF JERUSALEM 

18th February 1594. Blessed William Harrington, Secular Priest 

Before being tied to the hurdle, William gave his blessing to some poor Catholic 

women who found a way to get to him. At Tyburn he was offered his life if he would 

promise to go once to the Anglican church. He said ‘See, then, all my treason is that I 

will not go to church’. He added, ‘No doubt you shall have blood enough, even so as 

long as you have hands and a halter to hang us you shall not want for priests. For my 

part, I hope my death will do more good than ever my life would have done.’ Let us 

pray. Beloved Jesus, with tears of pity these women of Jerusalem responded to You, 

broken, bruised, and beaten, on the road to Calvary. Deepen our faith, we beg You, so 

that we may see You in our brothers and sisters, bruised by our envy, beaten down by 

injustice, and broken by our greed and our indifference. Amen.  
 

9. JESUS FALLS FOR THE THIRD TIME 

28th June 1654. Saint John Southworth, Secular Priest 

John Southworth returned to the Mission Field in England from Douai  and was taken 

and condemned to death. However, he was reprieved thanks to Queen Henrietta 

Maria and continued his work. He was arrested for the 3rd time at 72 years of age. At 

his trial the magistrate himself wept and was very reluctant to pass sentence on him 

and gave him the chance to escape the horrendous death if he denied he was ordained. 

John Southworth declared his priesthood and accepted his martyrdom. Thousands of 

people attended Tyburn for his savage execution, many in coaches and on horseback, 

despite the terrible weather of thunder and lightning and fierce rain. At the Tyburn 

gibbet Father Southworth said, ‘this gallows I look on as His Cross, which I gladly 

take up to follow my dear Saviour.’ Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, You 

permitted your Son to be weakened, crushed, and profaned so that He might rise from 

the dead freed from the ravages of sin. Help us to accept our weaknesses and failings 

as forerunners of our glorious resurrection in union with your Son. Amen. 
 

10. JESUS IS STRIPPED OF HIS GARMENTS 

1st July 1681. Saint Oliver Plunket, Archbishop of Armagh 

St Oliver Plunket, as Primate of Ireland, ordained clergy, put down abuses, built 

schools and administered confirmation to thousands in the woods and on the  
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mountains. He was often forced to go in disguise, and lived in a thatched cottage. 

When Catholic persecution broke out again, he was arrested and taken to London and 

after 18 months in prison was condemned to die at Tyburn. This holy Archbishop of 

Armagh was drawn on a hurdle to Tyburn dressed in his full pontifical robes before 

being stripped in the execution and went to his death ‘with a fearless courage’. Let us 

pray. Lord Jesus Christ, stripped of everything, You stood exposed to the jeers and 

contempt of the people whom You loved. Clothe us with genuine love of others, so 

that nothing we suffer may ever fill our hearts with hatred or bitterness. Amen. 
 

11. JESUS IS NAILED TO THE CROSS 

10th December 1610. Saint John Roberts, Secular Priest 

Saint John Roberts was converted to the Church by an elderly Cistercian monk exiled 

from his Abbey by the laws of Henry VIII. He studied at Valladolid in Spain and was 

ordained in 1602. He left immediately for the Mission in England. In 1604 his 

constant devotion to the poor was clear when he ministered to the victims of the Great 

Plague. In 1610 he was arrested at Mass and taken to prison in his vestments. At 

Tyburn he was glad to die among thieves and his last words were those of hope and 

absolution for them. His spirit of peace and joy was clear even in his suffering. The 

crowd, remembering his mercy to the poor, refused to let him be disembowelled alive 

and he died hanged to the death. His heart was then held aloft by the executioner who 

proclaimed: "Behold the heart of the traitor!" But the angry crowd did not provide the 

standard response of "Long live the King!"; there was deathly silence. Let us pray. 

Lord and Saviour, You have told us that we too must accept crucifixion if we are to 

accept resurrection with You. Help us to rejoice in the sufferings that come with the 

fulfilment of our daily duties, seeing in them the royal road of the cross to 

resurrection. Amen.  
 

12. JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS 

19th May 1651. Blessed Peter Wright, Priest of the Society of Jesus 

Father Peter Wright made a pilgrimage to Rome and was eventually received into the 

novitiate of the Jesuits in Ghent. He entered England’s Mission Fields and was 

captured in 1651. An eyewitness stated that ‘The Blessed Father was drawn like a 

triumphal victor to Tyburn’ where 200 coaches and 500 horses accompanied him. 

People reached down from the windows and balconies and coaches to kiss his hands 

and cut pieces of his clothes for relics. Witnesses said he was ‘smiling and beautiful’, 

and ‘As he died a little bird flew through the soldiers’ javelins, between the gallows 

and Father Wright’s head and fluttering its wings perched there like a crown.’ Let us 

pray - The Lord’s Prayer 
 

13. JESUS IS TAKEN DOWN FROM THE CROSS 

4th May 1535. Saint John Houghton, Carthusian Priest 

Father Houghton was the Prior of the London Charterhouse and the first martyr of 

the 105 glorious martyrs of Tyburn. In 1535 he went with other Carthusian Priors to 

plead that the monks could be exempt from the Oath relating to the Act of Royal 

Supremacy. Cromwell sent all three to the Tower. They were tried and sentenced to 
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death. Thomas Moore says that they went to their deaths like ‘bridegrooms to a 

marriage feast’. Father Houghton was the first to be butchered, cut down conscious 

and died in meekness. As his heart was cut from his chest he cried ‘Sweet Jesus, what 

will ye do with my heart?’ 

Let us pray. Beloved Saviour, You returned to the Father all that He had given You, 

so that He might restore all to You a hundred-fold in the glorious resurrection. HeIp 

us, we beg You, to give generously of ourselves in all that we do for You, so that like 

You we might be made perfect in a new resurrection. Amen. 
 

14. JESUS IS LAID IN THE TOMB 

30 May 1612. Blessed Richard Newport, Secular Priest 

Father Newport was ordained in Rome and returned to the Mission in England. He 

was exiled three times, each time returning, and converted many people back to the 

Catholic Church. Finally, he was executed and his body was rescued and conveyed at 

night to the house of Dona Luisa de Carvajal, who, under the protection of the 

Spanish Embassy, took his body and others of the martyrs for burial according to the 

rites of the Church. Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, on the edge of sadness 

when all seemed lost, You restored to us the Saviour we thought defeated and 

conquered. Help us, we beg You, so to empty ourselves of self-concern that we might 

see your hand in every failure and your victory in every defeat. These things we ask in 

the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns for ever with You in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

15. THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS 
Tyburn Today 

The nuns' arrival in 1903 fulfilled a prophecy that one day a religious house would 

stand in Tyburn and venerate the Reformation martyrs. Indeed, the convent's crypt 

houses a shrine to the martyrs containing relics of many of those who died on Tyburn 

gallows. Fr Gregory Gunne had made this prophecy as he walked through Tyburn 

over 300 years earlier. His companion, a government spy, reported Gunne to the 

authorities. He was arrested and his prophecy was recorded in the documentation of 

his trial. The French nuns, whose Paris home was at Montmartre — "the mount of 

martyrs" — had known nothing about the prophecy and very little about the English 

people who were martyred here.  

Let us pray. We thank you Lord for those who witnessed and died for their faith at 

Tyburn, and for living in times when all Christians can pray together and love one 

another, as Jesus said "that they may all be one, ...so that the world may believe that 

you have sent me." Let us always venerate those who in the past have kept the flame 

alive for us, and those who now seek, through freedom of belief, to hold the light in 

peace, love and harmony together as Christians. Amen. 

     

My apologies for the rather small print, but I was anxious to include 
these beautiful Stations of the Cross in full, and just managed to 

squeeze them in. I hope you thought the effort worthwhile!     dc 
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