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CHAPLAIN TO THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION 

The Rt Revd Mgr Canon Philip Moger 

Rector, Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham 

 

THE TRUSTEES OF  

THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION 

Jason Wickard – Chairman 

Francesca Flynn, Wendy Smith,  

Jenny Thomson, Cyril Wood (Treasurer). 

(David Chapman is not a Trustee but continues to look after  

the Magazine and other publications as required.) 

 

FROM THE CHAIR OF THE ASSOCIATION 

 

Dear friends, 

 

The deadline for this Magazine has taken me by surprise, as it doesn’t seem 

that long since the last one. I hope you are all well and keeping safe, as I 

am. It is nice to hear that the branches and groups are meeting again. 

Francesca Flynn, one of the Trustees, is looking after the branches of the 

Walsingham Association. If you need any advice, please contact Francesca 

via the Walsingham Association office. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your generosity in 

giving to the fund we established for the repair of the roof of the Chapel of 

Reconciliation. 

 

We have a new office; it is located next door to the Slipper Chapel 

Cottage. If you have the opportunity please pop in and say ‘Hello’ to 

whoever is on duty. 

 

As most of you know, we will not be having an Annual General Meeting 

this October. The next AGM will be at the Spring Meeting next April. This 

October’s retreat is going to be led  by Father Andrew Kingham. The title 

of the retreat is ‘Come Holy Spirit; live the spiritual life fruitfully.’ Fr 

Andrew is a Chaplain of the Shrine. There is still time to book for this 

retreat. Booking form on page 23. 

I look forward to seeing you either at the Shrine or at the Retreat. 

 

God bless. Jason 
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FROM OUR CHAPLAIN 

 

Sadly, the war in Ukraine continues, and shows no signs of abating. 24-

hour newscasting and social media bring the suffering of innocent 

people to our doorsteps, and we feel at a loss to know what we can 

do.   It was so sad that, as we were approaching Holy Week and about 

to read in the scriptures of the people of Israel’s escape from slavery in 

Egypt, and as we prepared to celebrate our own sharing in Jesus’ 

passing from death to new life at Easter, we were watching warfare in 

Europe on a scale we hoped never to see again.  

 

On Friday 25
th
 March, the Solemnity of the Annunciation, Pope Francis 

Consecrated Russia and the Ukraine to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 

and encouraged others – including Marian shrines around the world – 

to do the same.   Bishop Hopes had read the Prayer of Consecration at 

the end of the 12 noon Solemn Mass, but we wanted to share in some 

way in what would be happening in Rome in the late afternoon.  So, at 

5.00pm, Clergy from the Anglican, Catholic, and Orthodox shrines and 

parishes in Walsingham, gathered outside the Church of the 

Annunciation, together with a good number of lay faithful and religious, 

to pray the Rosary for the intention of an end to aggression and the 

conversion of sinners.  Then we went into a full Church for the Prayer 

of Consecration. Our gathering in prayer as brothers and sisters in Christ 

came naturally to us.  

 

Visitors to the shrine, (including virtual pilgrims), will have noticed our 

new roof on the north side of the Chapel of Our Lady of Reconciliation.  

This was made necessary because of water ingress.  The building 

company completed the work by placing a finial in the shape of a fleur-

de-lys, a symbol of Our Lady, and a fitting way to honour the Blessed 

Mother. (Thanks to generous donors, including the Walsingham 

Association, we’ve already raised over £57,000 of the £64,000 cost).  

The scaffolders were kept busy as they removed their poles and ladders 

to the gable end of Elmham House Reception to make the wall safe 

after a few stones had come loose and fallen! 

 

Pilgrims continue to return to the shrine after Covid, and this year the  
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Union of Catholic Mothers came from various parts of the country for 

the first time since 2019.  This year’s pilgrimage was particularly special, 

since it was their 75
th
.  My predecessor-but-one, Bishop Alan Williams 

sm, the Episcopal Adviser to the UCM, was joined by Bishop John 

Arnold of Salford, since it was his diocese’s turn to lead.  The weather 

was kind and the scones, which were provided in Elmham House after 

Benediction in the Priory grounds, were much appreciated!  

 

We’ve also welcomed some school groups, including a 100+ year 8 

pupils from St Alban’s High school, Ipswich, who stayed with us for 3 

nights.  During the same week, 90 or so Years 2+3 children came for a 

day from Milton Keynes; the upper years in their school had already 

been.  Their visit included a few hours by the sea at Wells, so their 3 

hour bus journey was well rewarded!  Drawing young people to the 

shrine sows seeds for the future. 

 

May Our Lady of Walsingham pray for all our pilgrims and for all in 

need.                                              Fr Philip 

 

FROM THE EDITOR  

 

I’m writing this in the middle of the heatwave in mid-July and even 

Walsingham is HOT! – by the time you read it I expect ‘normal’ summer 

weather will have resumed! (That could be ‘Normal for Norfolk’ or 

countrywide.) Most of you reading this will already be regular pilgrims 

to England’s National Marian Shrine and even those who can no longer 

visit will remember and speak with affection of their pilgrimages, as, 

once you have placed yourself under the influence of Our Lady of 

Walsingham you will always be drawn back. But so many people, good 

practising Catholics, active in their parishes, familiar with Lourdes, 

Fatima and so on still know nothing of Walsingham. That is why we are 

printing more than usual copies of this edition of the Magazine, so that 

we can give them away to people in the hope that they will become, 

yes, new Walsingham Association members – but more, new pilgrims to 

the Holy Land of Walsingham. Let us know if you can make good use of 

a few extra copies in this way. 

David Chapman - Editor 
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2022 RETREAT – IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 

As there is no Annual General Meeting this year (see information 

elsewhere) the Retreat commences on Monday 10
th
 October at 4pm, 

and ends after lunch on Friday 14
th
 October. The annual dinner will be 

on Thursday 13
th
 October; again non-resident members are welcome 

but are asked to book. 

 

You are urged to book as soon as possible, especially if you want a 

particular room or type of room. Both resident and non-resident 

Members are welcome at the Retreat; but non-resident members are 

asked to book, so that we know numbers expected. 

 

The programme booklet will be sent to Members who have booked, 

two to three weeks prior to the retreat. 

 

The Retreat booking form is on page 23 

 

A PRAYER FROM  

BISHOP KENNETH 

NOWAKOWSKI, 

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC EPARCHY, UK  

 

God of peace, your prophet Isaiah promised swords would be turned 

into ploughshares, and your Son’s mother, Mary, proclaimed that the 

mighty would be put down and the humble exalted. Visit the people of 

Ukraine; deliver them from fear, violence, attack, injury, destruction, 

death, and give them courage, solidarity and allies in their hour of 

vulnerability and sorrow. Turn the hearts of those bent on war and 

invasion. Strengthen the hand of all seeking to halt conflict, restore 

order, and pursue justice. And make this moment of peril an occasion 

for your Holy Spirit to show your world the cost of conflict and our 

dependence on one another. In Christ our Lord, who went to his death 

because of our hatred, and rose again because our hatred is never 

stronger than your indomitable love. Amen.   
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THE VIGIL OF THE ASSUMPTION 

 

I've moved among your visions since my birth, 

Not knowing, not conscious,  

Hardly comprehending; 

My father's garden, white trellis with its rose; 

At school the sombre picture of a serpent crushed; 

Your statue in the church, cut flowers at the base; 

Beads told over by bowed women on their knees. 

Yet I never noticed what was there - 

Like a painting a guest would stare at 

While you nod, surprised to see it on the wall. 

But that's not false. To grow up in your presence  

Natural, accepted, accustomed to, at home 

Leads to ease and in familiarity 

Grows an affection strong in roots 

That now flowers. Simply, I'm amazed. 

I had not thought such blessing possible; 

Showered with sweetness that strikes to the core, 

Made one this night with the moon and stars. 

 

Tomorrow is your feast and I prepare 

By recollecting my powers of mind 

To still them, to be quiet, to be at peace, 

Ready to participate and offer praise 

In your honour. Taken up, you reign 

As queen, as crowned, immaculate and bride  

Whom we revere; but may you still remain 

To sway by ordinary unseen presence 

In those things surrounding us,                                           This rose is called Mary Rose 

The beads of childhood,  

the garden rose in bloom. 

                                                                                                           

 

We have our regular contributor Edmund Matyjeszek to thank for this 

beautiful poem. I would urge all our members to make it part of their 

prayer, especially on the day before the Assumption. dc 
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OUR NATIONAL IDENTITY RECOVERED? 

Walsingham is the premier shrine of Our Lady in England, the National 

Shrine as established by Cardinal Bourne in 1934. We celebrate 90 years 

of that in 2024. 

The other great Marian Shrines – Lourdes, Fatima, Guadalupe, though 

the latter may come nearest for Mexico to the role of Walsingham for 

England – have developed as great international pilgrimage shrines as 

well as, in Guadalupe’s instance, a matter almost of national identity.  

But there is that peculiar aspect – as in the phrase “royal peculiar” 

meaning something special or set apart – of Walsingham that dates all 

the way back to the founding in 1061. It was to be a “new Nazareth” 

not purely for pilgrimage or devotion or healing – it is for that too – but 

there is this “statement” or declarative aspect that makes it rather 

different. 

This is underlined by the linkage of the shrine with the concept of 

England belonging to Our Lady in a special way as her “Dowry”, or that 

portion (in this case the whole country) of an estate set apart for the 

widow or wife’s use alone. That was the original legal concept of 

“dowry” and developed it must be noted at the time of the Crusades. If 

you visit Le Mans in France, which used to be the capital of the 

Plantagenet kingdom, you will find in their tourist guides a note that 

King Richard I’s widow Berengaria, retired after his death to her 

“douaire” lands or to her dowry lands. Clearly the uncertainty of a 

crusader’s life made it all the more important to set aside land and 

provision for his wife. It was in this context that the idea of England as 

Mary’s Dowry arose, first recorded in the 14
th
 century and finally given 

legal and royal substance by the dedication by King Richard II, after the 

Poll Tax Revolt of 1381, of England to Our Lady, as commemorated in 

the beautiful Wilton Diptych that hangs in the National Gallery. A 

dedication I might add never revoked by later king or Parliament so still 

in place in our own time! 
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The fact is that as well being a pilgrimage shrine Walsingham is 

intimately connected with our national identity. The irony is that so few 

people visit what I would take as the “fons et origo” of our very 

nationhood! If our country as a whole belongs to Our Lady in this 

distinct and absolute way, not just by tradition or devotion but by 

legislative act of king in parliament in 1381, it should become, I would 

argue, part of the heritage of every English Catholic, man, woman or 

child, and elicit at least once in the life of every Catholic a pilgrimage to 

visit the nation’s “home”; part in fact of their duty, and something 

proudly to be taught and handed on to one’s children. After all, what 

other nation can claim this?  

Every September or thereabouts, there used to be a National Dowry 

Pilgrimage. Could we not ask that at that time – on or about the feast of 

Our Lady of Walsingham on September 24
th
 – each parish to have a 

homily on this fact of our whole county being the property, as it were, 

of Our Lady, the mother of Our Lord and redeemer? We have this high 

dignity as a nation – should we not explain, celebrate and transmit it? It 

would be a wonderful occasion each year, locally and throughout the 

land, for this title of being the Dowry of Mary to be explained and 

broadcast?  

And for every English person to have the wish, at least once in their life, 

to visit the shrine that encompasses the whole of their land and its 

history and purpose? The combination of devotion, history and 

meaning could not only be educative, but in time irresistible – as is the 

love of God itself.  

Edmund Matyjaszek,  Author of “England: The Dowry 

of Mary-Meaning & Mission” is currently giving talks in 

parishes preparatory to the visit of the shrine statue to 

Westminster Cathedral on 28th/29th  October, 2022.  

(See page 9) 
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Please note that the visit to Westminster Cathedral is 

now 28
th
-29

th
 October, not as given above. 
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THE SHRINE TEA ROOM 

 “Would you like an adventure now, 

or shall we have our tea first?” – Peter Pan 

  

When pilgrims arrive along the winding lanes to the Shrine, especially those 

that have spent a few hours on a coach, they’re thoroughly relieved to 

have reached their destination. 

Notwithstanding the significance of their reason 

for being there, the big adventure of a 

pilgrimage to Walsingham is always best 

preceded by a moment’s respite, a hot 

beverage and – with any luck – a slice of cake 

or a homemade sausage roll.  

 

The Shrine Tea Room has changed hands many times over the years, and 

has seen various iterations of what a welcoming cup of tea should be, but 

we are very happy to say that it is currently under the watchful eye of 

Kevin Steward. Kevin arrived with the great distinction of having run the 

catering outlets at Sandringham for fifteen years, for which he received a 

Royal Warrant and singular recognition from Buckingham Palace. It seems 

rather fitting, given the Shrine’s noble heritage, that there should be - even 

in a roundabout way - a stamp of royal approval.  

 

Kevin’s wife, Deborah, runs her own kitchens from a 

Norfolk barn five minutes away from the Shrine, 

across the ford and up the hill in Houghton St Giles. 

From there, she produces homemade cakes, biscuits, 

chutneys and jams, many of which fill the shelves 

not only of the Tea Room, but also of the Gift Shop 

for those who wish to take something home with 

them.  

 

On any day, a pilgrim will find the Tea Room ably staffed by Carla and her 

team, ready to provide a range of delightful sandwiches, hot and cold filled 

rolls, and other delicious light refreshments. There is even the opportunity 

to pre-order food in order to skip the lunch queue after Mass or, indeed, to 

book the Tea Room for a private déjeuner or afternoon tea. Once rested, 

fed and watered in the quiet and calm of the Shrine grounds, the adventure 

of a pilgrimage to England’s greatest Shrine can begin!  

           Sam Baker Director of Operations 
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REMINDER TO ALL MEMBERS 

Would you please ensure that we have your correct name and address, 

your phone number(s) and your e-mail address.  

If you think that we may not have these, contact the office.  

(Details on front cover.) Thank you. 

 

RECENTLY DEPARTED MEMBERS 

 

Unfortunately, the list of names of members departed  

since our last edition was not available  

at the time of going to press.  

We hope to be able to include an  

expanded list in the next edition. 

 

Meanwhile, please remember in your prayers  

all those members of the Walsingham Association  

who have died – a long line of devoted pilgrims. 

 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord,  

and may perpetual light shine upon them.  

From the gates of hell deliver their souls, O Lord. 

 

May they rest in peace. 
 

 

I invite you to give yourself to the divine Immaculate Mother,  

as a child to the best of mothers. Appeal to her with simplicity  

in all your worries, sufferings and temptations  

and she will happily accompany you throughout this short life. 

 

And how blessed death will be, under the cloak of the Immaculate! 

None of those who love her will be lost for ever. Courage, then! 

 

St Maximilian Kolbe. Martyred in Auschwitz 1941.  

Feast day: 14th August, the Eve of the Assumption. 
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FR MICHAEL SIMISON 

“PASSING ON TO ETERNAL MYSTERIES” 

JUNE 2ND 2022 

 

When Fr Michael Simison was made our parish priest in Walsingham he 

walked from Hull to Our Lady's National Shrine and we the parishioners 

of the Parish of the Annunciation first met him there after completing his 

epic Camino walk!  

 

This curious Nomad arrived with small rucksack 

on his shoulder with no ostentation or sound 

of trumpet - he just took up his new post as 

parish priest of the Annunciation in 

Walsingham, Our Lady Star of the Sea in Wells, 

St Peter's, Blakeney and eventually St Henry's, 

Burnham Market was added. 

 

Fr Michael was a delightful character who so 

easily engaged with people wherever he went 

even though there was an innate shyness. He 

was greatly loved and we so appreciated him. 

He always addressed us as Children of 

God. We were his beloved parishioners… Well 

most of the time! He had what were known as 

various Simisonsisms… like “Good Egg!” When 

he would show his appreciation and 

agreement!  

 

Another great one was that one day we would 

all go on to 'Eternal Mysteries'. So if anyone died he would tell us they 

had gone on to Eternal Mysteries. To this day I use the  

     

same profound and beautiful phrase. So much better than saying 

someone has died or passed on. 

  

Fr Michael had a sense of gentle humour with a mischievous smile 

which was greatly endearing. A man of deep faith, which radiated 

through his gentle and compassionate manner, he was so appreciated  
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by parishioners in need and by those whom he visited when sick. 

 

He was somewhat of a nomad and itinerant; one never knew where he 

might be! Certainly not tidy or a manager of parish affairs in the 

ordinary sense, yet his filing system (on the floor) worked for him, as I 

well knew as his Parish Treasurer and, although unnamed, his PA! 

 

A man of simplicity and frugality; he was often seen with a rucksack 

upon his shoulder as if about to take off somewhere along the Norfolk 

Lanes. And then there was the erratic driving! Once, a Consolata 

missionary Sister was travelling with him to Wells-next-the-Sea for a 

Mission Appeal - and she asked him if he had had many accidents! Fr 

Michael thought it was so funny that she should ask him that. I knew 

very well why, and I am certain that Fr Michael's Guardian Angel had to 

work over time on many occasions! 

 

On Mother's Day, all ladies would be given daffodils with such thanks 

for their service of Motherhood in the myriads of ways in which it 

presented both physical, spiritual, and in hidden ways. St George's day 

always heralded a great order of Red Roses to honour England's great 

patron and defender. As parishioners, we were always given one each! 

We so appreciated this gesture! And then the Eggs at Easter for all the 

children! How could this not be from the author of the "Good Egg"? 

Walsingham life suited him amidst the idyllic countryside. An unusual 

man of stature - and the love and respect remains among parishioners 

and villagers alike. 

 

Fr Michael was a patriot who so loved the Royal Family and his 

Country - how amazing that he should die during the run-up to the 

Queen's Platinum Jubilee. Had he been with us still I am certain he 

would have watched every single second of the celebrations. 

     

Fr Michael's ‘passing on to Eternal Mysteries’, as he would say, is his 

time finally to journey into the Heart of the Eternal Father and to hear 

those beautiful words from Matthew 25:21: 'Well done, good and 

faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you 

in charge of many things. Enter into the joy of your master!'  
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Fr Michael as my parish priest and co-worker in the Vineyard of the 

Lord whilst in Walsingham. Rest in peace dear Fr Michael. 

 

With love and fond remembrance from Antonia 

 

His Funeral Mass was on June 29th at Our Lady of Lourdes  

& St Peter Chanel, the 'Marist church' in Hull. 

 

THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION  

- BRANCHES, GROUPS and CELLS 

 

An update from Francesca M Flynn 

 

(Francesca is the Trustee with responsibility for Branches 

and Groups and is Secretary of the Sheffield W.A. Group) 

 

Branches 

Branches have been the bedrock and backbone of the Association from 

its beginnings in the 1930s.  Formed to support the National Shrine of 

Our Lady, both spiritually and practically, members' prayers, fundraising 

and organisation of pilgrimages have fostered devotion to Mary and 

helped to develop the Shrine site, so that it could accommodate the 

many people who have come to honour Mary throughout the years.     

 

Being in a branch means getting the support and fellowship of other 

members. Pressure of modern day living, plus the pandemic, have 

meant that many branches have lost members and there is no one to 

cover the committee roles  that a branch requires, so some have sadly 

decided to close.    

     

Groups/Cells 

A Walsingham Association group, or cell, often exists where there are 

too few people to form, or sustain a branch and is not obliged to have 

a bank account, or a committee.  This makes it easier for members to 

meet, informally, often to support the Shrine by prayer, to provide 

fellowship amongst those who love Our Lady of Walsingham, to meet 
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New Branch in Birmingham 

On the evening of Monday, 6th June, the first meeting of a new 

Birmingham branch was held at the Sacred Heart & Holy Souls Church, 

Acocks Green, near Solihull.  The meeting began with Evening Prayer, 

led by Canon Jonathan Veasey, during which the Litany of Our Lady of 

Walsingham was prayed and the hymn "Lady of Walsingham" was sung.  

This was followed by a talk on the history of Walsingham and of the 

Walsingham Association. The branch, which was started by Association 

member, Charles Keily, meets monthly for  prayer at the Sacred Heart & 

Holy Souls.  Said Mr. Keily, "I pray and hope  this exciting new 

apostolate and branch grows from an acorn to a giant oak tree  

in God's  time."  May Our Lady's prayers and guidance help it to grow 

in numbers and in grace.  For further details please contact Mr Charles 

Keily: 07710 189 036, charlespatrickkeily@gmail.com 

 

Ordinariate Cell in Leicestershire. 

The Leicestershire Ordinariate Group held the inaugural meeting of a 

new Walsingham Association cell at St. Mary's Church, Husbands 

Bosworth in Leicestershire on the morning of Saturday 2nd of July, led 

by Tom Barnfather.  Through Mary's prayers, may this enterprise 

flourish and become a source of blessing for its members.  For further 

details contact: Fr Matthew Pittam, 01788 833547, 

leicestershire@ordinariate.org.uk 

 

EVIE VERTIGAN 

Many of you, especially those who have been 

resident in Elmham House, will know Evie (even 

if you didn't know her name). She has been a 

good friend to The Walsingham Association and 

our members for several years. She has also been 

a real help on our administration, behind the 

scenes. She has recently retired, and I wish her a 

happy retirement on behalf of all our members. 

We will miss you, Evie. Take care.  

Jenny Thomson 
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If you are reading this Magazine but are NOT  

a member, please consider joining.  

The reasons are below and there is a form on the next page so you can 

remove the entire page without destroying the Magazine. 

 

THE WALSINGHAM 
ASSOCIATION 
 
 

Uniting  those who love Our Lady of Walsingham 

Supporting  the National Shrine and Basilica 

Promoting pilgrimage to England’s National Shrine 
 

OUR MEMBERS… 
 

• spread devotion to Our Lady 

• receive regular Magazines 

• share in the spirituality  
  of Walsingham 

• join or share in pilgrimages,   
                retreats  and meetings 

• are remembered in the daily  
  Shrine Masses 

• support and promote the  
  Shrine 

• unite with others in prayer 
 

The Walsingham Association 
 Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place,  

Walsingham, Norfolk  NR22 6EG 
 

Telephone: 01328 800 953 
enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk 

www.walsinghamassociation.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 1196936 
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THE WALSINGHAM 
 ASSOCIATION 
 

To join THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION…  
1.BY BANK TRANSFER: (The preferred and cheapest way.) 

Account Name: The Walsingham Association;  
Sort Code: 20-30-81; Account Number: 3091 4800 

Please use your name and SUB as reference.  
After payment, please send an e-mail to 

enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk  
saying that you have paid a subscription and supplying your  

name and address. A membership card will then be sent to you. 

2. PAYING BY PHONE: Phone 01328 800 953 during  
office hours. Have your payment card ready. 

3. PAYING BY CHEQUE: Please complete this form and  
return it to the address shown overleaf.  

 
Title: 
 
 

Christian Name(s): Surname: 

Address and Post Code: 
 
 

 
E-mail: 
 
Telephone(s): 
 

 

Please make the cheque payable to  
“The Walsingham Association”, put TWA and your name and 

address on the back and send it with this form  
to the address on the previous page. 

 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 
Rates for 2022; enquire in subsequent years. 

Individual:  £16     Non-UK Resident:  £30 
Family (living at one address):  £26 
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ERE THE WINTERS STORMS BEGIN! 

 

After 40 years of service, the weather-beaten tiles on the north-facing 

side of the Chapel roof had deteriorated and, with a helping hand from 

Storm Eunice, were disintegrating and sliding to the ground. 

Approximately 8500 tiles, along with the felt and wooden battens, 

have been replaced throughout April and May this year, and an 

ingenious copper strip system put in place to keep the moss at bay. The 

roofers are shown here doing a sterling and sympathetic job! All is now 

complete. The Walsingham 

Association made a 

considerable contribution 

towards the cost of the 

work, but there is still a 

shortfall to be made up if 

anyone would like to make 

a contribution. 

 

 

POOR SIGHT? 

If you have difficulty in reading the normal edition of 

the Newsletter, the Office can arrange for a large print 

edition (A4 size) to be made for you. 

 

  

Purchases from the Shrine Shop can now be made on-line  

or by phone. If what you want is not in stock, it can probably  

be ordered for you.  Please support the Shrine Shop  

as much as you can for your purchases of books and cards 

 – every purchase helps Our Lady’s Shrine. 

Telephone: 01328 821 794 

E-mail: shop@walsingham.org.uk 

Bookings for Accommodation at Elmham House and  

the Dowry House can also now be made on-line or by phone.  

See separate advertisement on page 31. 
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125
TH

 ANNIVERSARY OF REFOUNDING 

THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 

Tim McDonald 

 

 One of the highlights of my service at the National Shrine was 

when (Bishop) Alan Williams SM appointed me co-ordinator of the 

1997/8 Centenary Celebrations to mark the establishment of the Pope 

Leo XIII Shrine to Our Lady of Walsingham in the Catholic Church of 

Our Lady of The Annunciation at King’s Lynn and the Centenary of the 

First Modern Day Pilgrimage.  

 A year-long programme was put together including a series of 

Sung Masses using local choirs, a Flower Festival that embraced all the 

Churches and Shrines in Walsingham and a Choral Week with sung 

Liturgies and concerts ending every evening with sung Compline. The 

Final Concert was given by Westminster Cathedral Choir on their first 

visit to the Shrine There was also an Historical Conference, and many 

new pilgrimages some of which have returned annually until the 

Pandemic. 

 The celebrations 

commenced on Tuesday 19
th
 

of August 1997 with 

Cardinal Cahal Daly 

presiding at a solemn Mass 

at The Walls in King’s Lynn. 

A replica of the King’s Lynn 

Statue was carried from the 

Mass to The Slipper Chapel 

where it arrived in time for 

the 12.00 Mass celebrated 

by the Cardinal marking the 

100
th
 Anniversary of 

Modern-Day Pilgrimage. On 

the afternoon of the 20
th
, 

after the Mass, the Cardinal 

unveiled a new stained glass 

window of the 

Annunciation over the west 

door of the Slipper Chapel. 
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This year, 2022, is thus the 125
th
 Anniversary of the 1897 events, and 

Canon Peter Rollings, Parish Priest and Rector of the Pontifical Shrine in 

King’s Lynn, has prepared a series of events to mark this important 

anniversary. (See below)  

A quote from the Lynn Advertiser of August 27
th
, 1897: 

 

“Pilgrimage to the Shoe Chapel” 

As briefly stated in our last issue, the visitors who had taken part 

in the ceremony of reviving the pilgrimage to the shrine of “Our 

Lady of Walsingham” [which custom, by consent of the Pope 

(Leo XIII) has been transferred to the Roman Catholic Church, 

Lynn] on Thursday 19th inst. made a pilgrimage the following 

day to the little way-side chapel at Houghton-in-the-Dale, locally 

known as the “shoe house” The building which is said to have 

been erected about 1380 is a fine specimen of the transition 

from the Decorated to the Perpendicular styles of architecture, 

and was in the Middle Ages the place where pilgrims removed 

their shoes, it being a ‘conditio-sine-qua-non’ that the last mile of 

the journey was to be done 

barefooted…    

 ...The pilgrims numbering about 40 

or 50 arrived at Walsingham by the 

12.08 pm train from Lynn, and 

forming into a procession, headed 

by a Crucifix with burning tapers 

either side of it, proceeded singing 

to the little Chapel. On arrival, 

there was a short private service, 

after which the public were 

admitted and there was another 

service of a very brief but devout 

character. The visitors then went 

back to the Black lion Hotel where 

Luncheon was provided, the 

remains of the Abbey (sic) Priory 

etc. were visited and the party left 

by 3.55 pm train. 

 

The Holy House in the Church of Our  



 

 

Lady of the Annunciation, Kings Lynn  
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There will be no train journey and no Black Lion Hotel Luncheon this 

August 20
th
, but it is hoped that the procession will number more than 

40 or 50 pilgrims, please come along and join in.  

 

Here is the list of forthcoming events: 

 

125th  Anniversary Year for the  Pontifical Shrine of 

Our Lady of Walsingham 1897 - 1934 

 

Sunday 10
th
 July from 2.30 – 4pm  

Parish Garden Party in the gardens 

behind Our Lady’s Church on London 

Road, Kings Lynn PE30 5HQ. It will 

feature the King's Lynn Town Band. 
 

Sunday 14
th
 August at 3pm:  

Solemnity of the Assumption. The 

annual Red Mount Procession. Our 

Lady’s Statue from the Pontifical Shrine 

is taken in procession to the Red Mount 

Chapel and then returned to the church 

for Benediction of the Blessed 

Sacrament and Tea. The beautiful Red 

Mount Chapel was one of the stop-off 

points for pilgrims of ancient times as 

they made pilgrimage to Walsingham. 

 

Friday, 19
th
 August at 7pm A Mass to commemorate the 125

th
  

anniversary of the Restoration of Our Lady's Shrine, with Mgr John 

Armitage, Master of the Guild of Our Lady of Ransom, as the preacher. 

 

Saturday, 20th August, in Walsingham itself, there will be a recreation of 

the First Pilgrimage of Modern Times with a procession from the former 

Walsingham Railway Station (now St Seraphim’s) to the Slipper Chapel 

with a commemorative Mass at 12 noon in the Chapel of 

Reconciliation.  
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THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL RETREAT 2022 

“COME HOLY SPIRIT: 

LIVING THE SPIRITUAL LIFE FRUITFULLY” 
Leader: The Revd A J Kingham, BD, JCD, MCL, PhD 

(Member of the Guild of Chaplains  

at Our Lady’s Shrine in Walsingham.) 

Monday 10
th
 to Friday 14th October 2022 

BOOKING FORM  

TITLE:  

 

NAME: 

  

ADDRESS:  

 

   

POST CODE:  

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  

 

TELEPHONE NUMBER(S):  

 

RETREAT PRICES 

£246.13 for Standard Accommodation, per person,   

plus Retreat expenses and Staff Gratuity £32.00  TOTAL: £278.13 

£300.13 for En suite Accommodation, per person,  

plus Retreat expenses and Staff Gratuity £32.00  TOTAL: £332.13 

Please tick your choice of accommodation type: 

Standard [   ]  En suite [   ] 

YOU MAY ALSO BOOK AS A NON-RESIDENT. 

A non-refundable deposit of £20.00 is required for each booking.  

To pay by card (preferred) please telephone 01328 800 953 

Please make cheques payable to The Walsingham Association 

Please return the form by 26
th
 September 2022 to: 

The Walsingham Association, Pilgrim Bureau,  

Friday Market Place, Walsingham NR22 6EG 

Please note that the Retreat starts on Monday, 10
th
 October 2022 and that this 

year no AGM is to be held. If you require a particular room, please ask the 

reception team in the Pilgrim Bureau.  



 

 

We look forward to seeing you all again. 
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THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION 

HUNDREDS CLUB              

JOIN, OR RENEW, MEMBERSHIP, FOR 2022 

 I wish to apply for membership or renew my membership (please delete) 

of The Walsingham Association Hundreds Club. 

 TITLE:  

NAME:  

ADDRESS:  

  

POST CODE:  

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  

TELEPHONE NUMBER(S):  

100s CLUB MEMBERSHIP NUMBER: (If known)  

● Payment may be by Standing Order, Cheque, Bank Transfer (TO THE 

 ACCOUNT DETAILS BELOW) or Postal Order (PO Fee £1.50 on cheques cost 

 the WA 55p to clear.)  

●  The annual fee for a single number is £12, but you may hold as many numbers 

 as you wish. (For more than one number, simply multiply the amounts by the 

 number of holdings you want. Amend the Standing Order form as required.)  

● The Membership Year runs annually from 1st December to the following 

 November.  

●  Your details are confidential to the WA and will not be shared.  

 PAYMENT BY STANDING ORDER & bank details for bank transfer:  

YOUR BANK NAME:  

BANK ADDRESS:  

  

BANK SORT CODE:  

YOUR ACCOUNT NUMBER:  

(Office to complete) QUOTING MEMBERSHIP NUMBER:  

Please pay the sum of £12.00 (twelve pounds) to The Walsingham Association 

Hundreds  

Club at Barclays Bank, Fakenham, Account No 10134007 Sort Code 20-30-81 now, and 

then annually on December 1st until further notice and debit my account.  
  

 

Signed:_________________________________________________Date:_________ 

Return this form to the Pilgrim Bureau, NOT to your bank.  

PAYMENT BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER:  

Cheques or postal orders should be made out to “The Walsingham Association Hundreds 

Club”, be accompanied by this form and sent or handed in to:-  



 

 

 The Walsingham Association, Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place, Walsingham, NR22 6EG 

Tel: 01328 800 953 E-mail: wa@walsingham.org.uk 

    24 

RED WEDNESDAY - 23
RD

 NOVEMBER, 2022 

Our good friends at Aid to the Church in Need have asked us to 

publicise this year’s Red Wednesday well in advance – something we are 

glad to do. You probably know that the idea is to light up buildings in 

red on that day to draw attention to ACN’s work to show solidarity 

with persecuted Christians and other faith minorities worldwide and to 

campaign for religious freedom for all. 

Why not try to light up YOUR church? Plenty of time to organise it! 

ACN is also running an art competition in connection with this year’s 

Red Wednesday. Details at can@acnuk.org.uk 

If you would like to know more about Red Wednesday ’22 or anything else 

about ACN, go to acn@acnuk.org. 

Helping the suffering Church today. 

     

WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION CLOTHING 
A large range of good quality garments, all with the Walsingham Association 

logo, is available by post at very reasonable prices. 
     T-SHIRTS £10.50    POLO SHIRTS £14.50 

BASEBALL CAPS £7.50   SWEATSHIRTS £18.50 
V-NECK SWEATERS £26.50     HOODED JACKETS £18.50 

FLEECE JACKETS £27.50  
Postage & packing included. 

Most items are available in a variety of sizes and colours, and some can be 
personalised with your name. It’s not possible to give all details here, but a 

detailed and clear order form is available.  
 

To place an order or to request an order form please contact 
Peter Martin, 1, Lilac Wood, King’s Lynn, PE30 3SW. 

Telephone 01553 675 784 or 07737 196 440. 
E-mail: francisp.martin@btinternet.com 

  

HUNDREDS CLUB 

A few people continue to pay their Hundreds Club subscription in 

‘instalments’. Processing these small amounts makes extra work for the 

Secretary. Would you please, if possible, make arrangements in 

mailto:wa@walsingham.org.uk
mailto:can@acnuk.org.uk
mailto:acn@acnuk.org


 

 

future to pay the full mount in one go.                             

Thank you. 
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JOAN THORNE   

24
th
 JUNE 1937 – 1

st
 MAY 2022 

 

A small human dynamo, maybe the most passionate advocate for Our 

Lady, Our Lady of Walsingham and the Rosary that I’ve ever known. 

 

Born in Wallsend, she married Selby (a 

cabinet maker) in 1957, they spent their 

honeymoon in Newton Aycliffe and 

there they stayed. They had three 

children - Carole, Julie and Kevin. Selby 

died in 2011. 

 

As someone who knew her for her 

Walsingham Association work, including 

a spell on the Executive Committee, I 

knew she was also very involved in her 

parish.  At her funeral I heard of her 

other local involvements including the 

Royal British Legion, taking part in the 

town carnival dressed as Jimmy 

Clitheroe on a child’s tricycle, managing 

a local boy’s football club, and her 

involvement in the parish youth club. Also, her work as a prison visitor 

at Durham Prison where she was popular with the prisoners and was 

called “Holy Joan” and some when they knew she was present would 

come ask her to pray with them and for them. Her Parish Priest, Father 

Anthony Cornforth who knew her well gave us a rounded picture of 

her that we could all relate to - a caring, focused, organised person, 

who also wrote poetry and he gave us a rendition of her hymn - Our 

Lady of Aycliffe.  

 

One of the events that she and the local Association organised from the 

1980s was an Ecumenical Rosary Procession to promote Christian 



 

 

Unity and World Peace through the street of Newton Aycliffe in Lent.  

This was a truly Diocesan event with several hundred people taking 

part, I joined it on several occasions. Selby used his carpentry skill and 

made a statue of Our Lady of Walsingham which was carried in their 

latter  
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processions.  (The statue of Our Lady of Walsingham that Selby made 

was placed on her coffin during her funeral). Bureaucracy in the end 

finished the processions.  

 

The Newton Aycliffe pilgrimages to Walsingham have never been 

uneventful, coaches breaking down on their way to Walsingham, Joan 

falling getting off the coach, breaking her wrist and ending up in King’s 

Lynn Hospital. At Joan’s funeral members were proud to tell me they 

had been the first residential pilgrimage to Walsingham when the first 

Covid restrictions were lifted.  I also remember a late-night phone call 

many years ago, they had just got home, while in Walsingham they 

were particularly praying for a parishioner who had been wheelchair 

bound for many years.  He had walked to meet them on their return, 

the next year he carried in the statue in the procession.  

 

Before Selby made his statue of Our Lady of Walsingham I stayed with 

them after the Procession, I had the Tristram Statue that was in the 

Slipper Chapel from 1934 to 1954 with me. As I wrapped it into a 

blanket and strapped it in the car, Selby said it was good that I was not 

travelling on my own and that I had Our Lady and her son for 

company.  As I drove home after Joan’s funeral, I kept thinking of this.  

 

Joan it was a privilege to know you and your family and work with 

you. May you rest in peace.  

Anne Milton  23
rd
 May, 2022 

 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS 

Pray that the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, Our Lady of 

Walsingham, will support all Church leaders with her maternal love and 

will guide them towards right decisions and loving care for their people. 

 

Pray that Our Lady of Walsingham will inspire in her pilgrims  

a reverence for human life a determination  



 

 

to protect it from conception until natural death. 

 

Pray for all who have left the practice of their faith, that through the 

intercession of Our Lady of Walsingham  

they receive the grace to return to the sacraments.  
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THANK YOU 

 

To all the members who contributed to my leaving gift, I just wanted to 

say a huge thank you. I have some great memories from my time with 

the Walsingham Association and I have made some wonderful friends in 

the members too.  

 

In September of last year, I was lucky enough to be successful in my 

application to become the Shrine Manager and I continued as best I 

could to do both jobs while a suitable replacement was found. At the 

end of December 2021, I finished and have been able to concentrate on 

my new role fully since then. 

 

I look forward to welcoming those members who are able to come to 

Walsingham and visit the Shrine and for those of you who cannot visit I 

am always available on the phone or e-mail should you wish to contact 

me. My email is victoria@walsingham.org.uk and my telephone is 

01328 801 027. 

 

With best wishes  

Victoria 

 

                                                 

A LITANY OF OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM 

 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. R. Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy. R. Lord, Have Mercy. 

Christ, Have Mercy. R. Christ, Have Mercy. 

Lord, Have Mercy. R. Lord, Have Mercy. 

Christ, Hear us. R. Christ, Graciously Hear us. 

                                      

mailto:victoria@walsingham.org.uk


 

 

Woman of Purity R. pray to the Lord for us. 

Our Lady of Walsingham R. pray to the Lord for us. 

Woman of Obedience R. pray to the Lord for us. 

Mary conceived without sin R. pray to the Lord for us. 

Mary, Mother of God R. pray to the Lord for us. 
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Mary the Virgin R. remember us to God. 

Woman who wondered R. remember us to God. 

Mary taken to Heaven R. remember us to God. 

Woman who listened R. remember us to God. 

Woman who followed Him R. remember us to God. 

Mary at Bethlehem R. pray for all mothers. 

Woman who longed for Him R. pray for all mothers. 

Mary at Nazareth R. pray for all families. 

Woman who loves Him R. pray for all families. 

Mary at Cana R. pray for all married couples. 

Mary at the Cross R. pray for all who suffer. 

Mary in the Upper Room R. pray for all who wait. 

Mother of God R. pray for all who wait. 

Mary model of womanhood R. pray for all women. 

Mother of us all R. pray for all women. 

Mother of the Church R. pray for all women. 

Mother of the World R. keep us in mind. 

Mother we need R keep us in mind. 

Woman of Faith R. keep us in mind. 

Woman of Hope R. keep us in mind. 

Woman of Charity R. keep us in mind. 

Woman of Suffering R. we thank God for you. 

Mother who went on believing R. we thank God for you. 

Woman of Anxiety R. we thank God for you. 

Mother who never lost hope R. we thank God for you. 

Woman of Humility R. we thank God for you. 

Mother who loved to the end, R. we thank God for you. 

Woman of Poverty R. we thank God for you, Mary. 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

R. Spare us, O Lord 

Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 

R. Hear us, O Lord 



 

 

Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

R. Have mercy upon us 

Our Lady of Walsingham, R. pray for us all. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Events are taking place in connection 

with the 125th Anniversary of the 

Pontifical Shrine of Our Lady of 

Walsingham at the Church of Our Lady 

of the Annunciation, London Road,  

King's Lynn, Norfolk PE30 5HQ, 

including: 

Sunday 14th August at 3pm: Solemnity of 

the Assumption of Our Lady, the annual 

Red Mount Procession.  

Friday 19th August at 7pm there is a Mass 

to commemorate the 125
th
 anniversary 

of the Restoration of Our Lady's Shrine.  

Saturday 20th August, in 

Walsingham itself, there will be a 

recreation of the First Pilgrimage of 

Modern Times with a procession from 

the former Walsingham Railway Station 

to the Slipper Chapel, with a 

commemorative Mass at 12 noon. 

 

Saturday 24th September. Feast of Our Lady of Walsingham 

 

Monday 10th October @ 4pm  

    to Friday 14th October @ noon 

The Walsingham Association Annual Retreat. See page 21. 

 

Friday 28th - Saturday 29th October; Conclusion of the Dowry Tour at 

Westminster Cathedral. See page 9. 

 



 

 

NEXT YEAR! MAKE A NOTE NOW – DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

 

Friday 21st to Sunday 23rd April  2023 

AGM/ Spring meeting weekend,  

 

Monday 16th – Sunday 20th October 2023 Annual Retreat 
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