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ALMA REDEMPTORIS MATER

(This Marian antiphon used from the first Sunday of Advent
until the Feast of the Presentation (Candlemas) — February 2"9)

Loving mother of the Redeemer, gate of heaven,
star of the sea, assist your people who have fallen,
yet strive to rise again. To the wonderment of
nature, you bore your Creator,

yet remained a virgin after, as before. You who
received Gabriel’s joyful greeting, have pity on us,
poor sinners.

OR THIS HYMN VERSION

Mother of Christ! Hear thou thy people’s cry,
Star of the deep and Portal of the sky!

Mother of Him, who thee from nothing made,
Sinking we strive, and call to thee for aid:

Oh, by that joy which Gabriel brought to thee,
Thou Virgin bless’d, let us thy mercy see.

From Advent 1 until Christmas Eve:
¥. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary
R. and she conceived by the Holy Spirit.
Let us pray. Pour forth, we beseech You, O Lord, your grace into our hearts;
that we, to whom the incarnation of Christ, your Son, was made known by the
message of an angel, may by His Passion and Cross & be brought to the glory
of His Resurrection, through the same Christ Our Lord. Amen.

From Christmas Day until the Presentation:

¥. After childbirth, O Virgin, thou didst remain inviolate.

R. O Mother of God, plead for us.

Let us pray.

O God, Who by the fruitful virginity of blessed Mary, has given to mankind the
rewards of eternal salvation: grant, we beseech You, that we may experience
her intercession for us, by whom we deserved to receive the Author of life, our
Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen.

Hymn tunes for the metrical A/ma Redemptoris Mater.
Song 1 (O thou who at thy eucharist did pray) or Finlandia (Be still, my soul) or
Yorkshire (Christians awake! Salute the happy morn) Others will fit!
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ASSOCIATION
The Rt Revd Mgr Canon Philip Moger
Rector, Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham

THE TRUSTEES OF

THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION

Jenny Thomson(Chair)
Francesca Flynn, Wendy Smith, Cyril Wood (Treasurer).

The Walsingham Association regretfully announces the resignation of Jason
Wickard, both as Chair of the Board and Trustee, with effect from 16.11.22.
We thank him for his dedication to our Association and look forward to
seeing him at future events. We assure him of our best wishes and prayers
and trust that Our Lady will remain always at his side.
Mgr Philip Moger (Chaplain). Francesca Flynn, Wendy Smith,
Jenny Thomson & Cyril Wood (Trustees). David Chapman (Editor)

UPGRAD!NG THE MEMDRIAL OF OUR I.ADY OF WALSINGHAM

Bishop Alan’s last
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The Chaplain, Trustees and
Editor wish all readers of this
Magazine a Holy and Joyous
Christmas. As we worship the
Son of God, born a baby in the
Bethlehem stable, refugees and
in poor accommodation, may we
give thanks for the good things
in our own lives and Reep in
mind the needs of others.

Our Lady of Walsingham, pray for us.
Happy Christmas, and a Good New Year to you alll

DEFICIT APPEAL

One of the Walsingham Association's objects is

Supporting the National Shrine and Basilica
This we have done to the tune of many thousands of pounds over the
years. Now, as a result of COVID-19, energy price rises, along with
lower than expected resident pilgrim numbers, and other unplanned
increases in costs, there is a serious shortfall in net income.

The Shrine is appealing for £190,000

Of course, many are experiencing their own 'shortfalls' in these difficult
days, but please consider if you could afford to make a one-off
donation. Large or small, 'every little helps'! Here’s how to do it:

1) You can send a cheque made out to The Walsingham Association,
and marked Deficit Appeal on the back, to the usual address. Mark your
envelope 'DEFICIT APPEAL'.

2) You could make a BACS payment to Sort code: 20 30 81 Account
Number: 70914835 Account Name: WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION.
Don't forget to put DEFICIT APPEAL in the appropriate space.

3) By card; telephone 01328 800 953. Reference DEFICIT APPEAL.

Thank you in advance for your sacrificial generosity;
you never fail to amaze!
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FROM THE EDITOR

Your Editor is feeling seriously Walsingham-deprived. | was prevented by
Covid from attending both my Parish Pilgrimage and the WA Retreat. | am
therefore more than usually grateful to the various people who have
contributed articles and pictures for this, the Christmas Edition of the
Magazine.

Christmas is a curious time of year. In the dead of the winter there is the
huge, gaudy, noisy, commercial ‘Christmas’, which some declare should not
even be called by that name. (Reluctantly, | wish them a Merry Winterval
or something of the sort.) The preparations for this frenzy of spending have
been toiling away in shops and on television since October, or earlier. It
seems to bring little actual joy — and much misery as those who have spent
too much on “those tissued fripperies, the sweet and silly Christmas things,
bath salts and inexpensive scent and hideous tie so kindly meant” (as John
Betjeman observed) and wonder how on earth they are to survive January,
and February...

And at the same time, there is the quiet of the Bethlehem stable, where the
baby who is God comes into the world with but few around him save his
mother Mary, and Joseph. Yet this is the real Christmas, which we will
celebrate in our churches — and, yes, in our homes. Here is the source of our
joy — “Joy to the world” as the carol has it.

Of course, many people manage to keep both sorts of Christmas and do
not let one outshine the other. Whether you celebrate with a huge family
gathering, or whether, as so many do, you keep the feast entirely on your
own, or if you spend the day working for the good of others — know that
Christ is there with you, as is his Blessed Mother. Those who have perhaps
lost the ‘habit” of going to Mass during the awful years of Covid might
make this Christmas the beginning of a return to church. Then come home
to the novel experience of listening to The King’s Speech! King Charles has
spoken only infrequently of his personal faith. My hope is that, like his
mother, he will make that the basis of his address to the nation.

However you spend it — | wish you a happy and holy Christmas, and let
our prayer be for a better year ahead. | do so look forward to seeing some
of you at Walsingham again. Oh, and keep sending those articles and
pictures — when this is published 1 start on the Lent edition!
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IT’S COMPETITION TIME! CHRISTMAS SWAN

I’'m sure no reader thinks that this magazine writes
itself, nor that the Walsingham Association always runs
like clockwork. We try to do the swan impression — all
calm and stately on top.

® | keep every e-mail | receive or send in connection with
AR gl % the Walsingham Association in a file on my computer. |
was surprised when | saw how many.

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

The competition is to guess how many e-mails
| have sent and received in connection with the Walsingham
Association since | joined the (then) Executive of the WA in 2014!
(I took over as Editor a little later.)

vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv

[ A
D
D

Send your ‘Guesstimates’ to enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk

Your e-mail must be clearly marked CHRISTMAS SWAN COMPETITION
and must not contain anything else but your guess and your name and
address. Or you can send a card or letter addressed to TWA CHRISTMAS
SWAN COMPETITION to the Bureau address — again, no other enclosures
please.

On a suitable date, say the Feast of the Epiphany (very suitable for
showing!) | will declare the competition closed. The person who makes the
guess nearest to the actual number on that day will receive a £10 voucher
to spend in the Shop or the Tea Room. Shop purchases can be made
remotely — but not of tea, of course!

David Chapman — Editor

REMINDER TO ALL MEMBERS
Would you please ensure that we have your correct name and address,
your phone number(s) and your e-mail address. If you think that we
may not have these, contact the office.
(Details on front cover.) Thank you.
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RECENTLY DEPARTED MEMBERS

TO ALL MEMBERS: It may be that you have noticed that some names that
should be here are not. With the changes in staffing and some IT problems,
this is one list that was not kept accurately up to date.

Please tell us of any missing names.
We would very much like to include them so that they can be remembered
at the Mass at the AGM — and so that you also may pray for the repose of
their souls. Thank you. dc

Please remember in your prayers
all these members of the Walsingham Association
who have died.

Mirs V Brockway Mrs J Morris
Mr Bernard Byrne Mrs Mary O’Boyle
Mr Emanuelli Ettore Fr P Preston sDs
Mrs Mary Gordon Mrs Ann J Rhodes
Mr T Handorff Mrs Mary Rollings
Mrs Mary E Henderson Mr Cyril Smith
Mr Brian Irvin Mrs Joan Thorne
Mrs M Jennings Mrs Alison Uppard
Mr M J Kerrigan Mr Alan Vincent Yardy
Miss M J Lee

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord,
And may perpetual light shine upon them.
From the gates of hell deliver their souls, O Lord.
May they rest in peace.

SIMON STAFF
Over so long, many of you will have met and been helped by Simon,
(Kitchen and Accommodation Manager in Elmham House) so | am sorry to
inform you that after nearly 30 years he has left for family reasons.
We await with interest news of his replacement. Jenny Thomson (Chair)

Friar Colin-Mary OFM Conv. has now moved to other work within his
Order. We thank him for his work during his time in Walsingham and
especially for his sermons, which have meant so much, both to his ‘live’
congregations and to those who heard him via the live streaming service.
We wish him every blessing in his new work.
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A MESSAGE FROM JENNY THOMSON
pear Friends

A few words to say how sorry L was not to meet up with you at
our vecent vetveat, | had meant to shave the time with you but
ended wp with Covid that lasted for more thawn a couple of weeks.
A nasty experience | should not wish on anybody, My
understanding is that many other Members also had to cancel,
for the same reason, [ hope You are all feeling much better by
Now.

Hazel, Christine, Margot, Bernard and Mark, | was hoping to
cateh up with, and attempt to set the world to rights. it must
have felt strangge, so few of You present, but do hope You all Lefe
vefreshed.

Hoping to see You tn April (booking form elsewhere in
magazine), at our AGM, Best wishes to ALL Members for a
Holy, HappyJoyful, and maybe Peaceful Christmas.

n the friendship of Christ

Jewny

A COMMENT ON ST BERNADETTE
From the Sheffield WA Branch

In understanding the meaning for the invitation extended for the Relics of
St Bernadette to visit our Diocese of Hallam, it is important to appreciate
the spirituality of St Bernadette in the background of the story of the 18
apparitions of Our Lady at Lourdes in1858. As we reflect on the
message Bernadette received, we can appreciate its importance in her life
and vocation as a religious, a model of holiness we are all called to.

In her young life, Bernadette experienced extreme poverty which
necessitated going to Bartres as a domestic servant. Her work was outdoors
on the farm in winter and she was often alone with the sheep. Of this
episode of her life, Bernadette related that, "When God permits it
to happen, there is no need to complain". It was in the midst of the
sheepfold which prepared the way for openness to the will of God.
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Bernadette's stay at Bartres was tempered by ill treatment by her foster
mother who regarded Bernadette as a good-for-nothing and called her
stupid. Bernadette's suffering was further compounded by her being unable
to attend school and prepare for her first holy communion. It was
Bernadette's resolve to make her first holy communion that guided her
decision to return to Lourdes.

In retrospect, it was in the quiet of the sheepfold that Bernadette lived her
intense relationship with God and her strong desire to make her first holy
communion. As for her catechesis, it was Our Lady herself who was
Bernadette's teacher during the apparitions, which took place in Lent. The
catechism provided is a great paschal journey. This same journey (RCIA) is
currently presented to catechumens in our Diocese.

Another facet in the life of Bernadette was the decline to extreme poverty
of the Soubirous family where they lived in one room, thereby
experiencing deprivation, unemployment, uncertainty, eviction, hunger and
illness. Her church was her family, the small domestic church where the
family prayed the Rosary. Bernadette enjoyed a family life where there was
much tenderness and love. It was characterised by work, prayer and
familial social interaction. It was in this background that Bernadette had
become a poor, sick girl, suffering from asthma and the after-effects of
cholera.

Additionally, living in poverty had made it necessary to search for sticks to
sell as firewood to purchase bread for her family. It was at this point that
Our Lady chose the poorest and the most unlearned to reveal that they
have a special place in the heart of God. So the apparitions commenced.
Later, when asked, Bernadette described her heart-to-heart conversations
"As one person would speak to another". Bernadette clearly
understood that she was important in the eyes of God and that she was
loved by Him.

To the end of her life, Bernadette continued to witness to all she had
received, seen and heard and her life is a testimony, which the church
sanctified by canonising her on the 8th December 1933.

Bernadette did not become a saint because she saw Our Lady, but because
she welcomed the gift of God's love and reflected it in her daily
life, characterised by love, prayer, community and service.
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Mary is the Immaculate Conception. For Bernadette this is not a
theological concept; it is the name of the Person who is both near and dear.
The Immaculate Conception is the sign of God's love, our hope for
salvation, which has been touched and transformed by God's love. In many
ways, Bernadette is close to us too, as she invites us, like her, to follow the
paths of holiness, courage, humility, love and prayer.

May the visit of the relics of St Bernadette encourage us on our synodal
journey with Pope Francis.
Joseph Durham, (Sheffield W.A. branch)

HAT DO WE REALLY KNO
ABOUT OUR LADY?

John Huntriss> book “THE DIARY OF GOD - a guided tour of
the Bible, following the route of the weekday Mass readings” is a book you
may already use. (If you don’t, it is available in the Slipper Chapel Shop!) John
has now written a fascinating article and agreed that the Walsingham
Association may print it. Unfortunately, if | published it in one magazine, it
would take up far too much space! So I shall ‘serialise’ it, with his permission.
Here is Part One. When the whole article has been published, | will make it
available as an on-line document for anyone who wants to print it out in full.
John is also available to speak to parishes and groups about Scripture.

Details from the Editor if required. dc

What do we really know about Our Lady? Our sources of information are:-
(i)Scripture and Tradition, teaching accepted as authentic by the Church;
and

(ii)other traditions (with a small “I”), what we may call “legends”, mostly
from the “apocryphal gospels”. These purport to be authentic accounts of
the Gospel alongside the four Scriptural accounts, (though usually later in
date). “Apocryphal” means they are not accepted by the Church as
Scripture. They may in places record what actually was said or done but we
absolutely cannot be sure, so that if we read them we must do so with
great caution.

Conspiracy theorists in the media regularly tell us of the
“sensational news” of alternative accounts of the Gospel which the Church
wants to suppress. It isn’t news, for we've always known about these
books. Indeed, some of the stories they tell have become widely known
and have been portrayed in works of Christian art. But surely, the Church
has the right and the duty to decide which books to include as Scripture and
which to exclude.

OUR LADY’S NAME in the New Testament is Mariam or Maria. It




was a name in regular use; the sister of Aaron and Moses is Miriam in
Hebrew, Mariam in Greek.
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HER TRIBE Luke 1:5 says that Elizabeth was descended from Aaron, who
was of the tribe of Levi. As a priest, her husband Zechariah must also have
been of Levi. It was quite common to marry within the tribe.
1:36 calls Elizabeth Mary’s “kinswoman”, quite a vague word in the Greek.
(“Cousin” is too precise.) So was Mary of the tribe of Levi? Well, possibly;
but only possibly. Suppose for a moment though that Mary was of Levi;
Jesus would then have had a priestly inheritance, as well as his royal
inheritance through his foster-father, St Joseph. The Book (or
Protoevangelium) of James (probably mid-2°4 century) says that Mary was
of David’s tribe, which would mean that both she and Joseph were of
Judah. But she could have been of any tribe. We’ve no evidence.
HER PARENTS The Church accepts their names as Ss Joachim and Anne,
and they have a feast-day on July 26%. In the West it is rare for pre-
Christian Jews to be honoured with a feast-day, more common in the East.
These names are found in the Book of James; but otherwise the name of
Joachim is rarely mentioned in the East until the mid-7% century, rarely in
the West until the Middle Ages. As for Anne, the Emperor Justinian 1 (died
565) dedicated a church to her in Constantinople. Her cult was very
popular by the late Middle Ages (and she was singled out for special attack
by Luther and others).

Christian art sometimes shows St Anne teaching Our Lady to read.
(We are regularly told that back then almost nobody could read, and
especially not women; but in fact some degree of literacy was probably not
nearly so uncommon as is widely assumed.)

The Book of James puts Joachim and Anne in the tradition of
ageing and childless married couples who are granted a child after all, the
miracle signifying that the child is destined for a special role for God and for
his people. (So it was with Zechariah and Elizabeth, Abraham and Sarah, or
the parents of Samson and the prophet Samuel.) Joachim and Anne lament
their childlessness, and Anne sorrowfully contemplates a nest of sparrows:
even the birds have young, while she and Joachim do not. But then an
angel announces that they are to have a child “who will be spoken of in the
whole world”.

HER IMMACULATE CONCEPTION Please be clear (people too often are
not), that this refers to the conception of Mary in the womb of St Anne,
and NOT to Mary’s virginal conception of Jesus. The belief was long
debated within the Church, Benedict XIV in the mid-18t century saying
that, “The Church inclines to the opinion of  the Immaculate




Conception, but the Apostolic See has not yet defined it as an article of
faith”. That moment came on December 8t 1854 when Pius 1X proclaimed
that “The
1

most Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment of her conception, by
a singular grace of almighty God and by the virtue of the merits of Jesus
Christ, Saviour of the human race, preserved immune from all stain of
original sin”.

It is said that the long period of consideration was largely due to a
concern to preserve the belief that Mary, too, is saved. Read the
proclamation carefully and you see that belief is in there. Her preservation
“from all stain of original sin” is a gift of God’s grace.

Note also that Mary is begotten like the rest of us: it was not a
virginal conception.

Our Eastern Orthodox brethren speak of Mary as “All-Holy”.

HER BIRTH We return to the Book of James. When the child was six
months old, her mother tried to see if she would stand, and she walked
seven steps. Her mother then picked her up, saying that she should walk no
more on the ground until she was brought to the Temple. St Anne sings a
song of thanksgiving: like Mary’s Magnificat, it is apparently modelled on
the song of Samuel’s mother Hannah in 1 Samuel 2.

WAS SHE AN ONLY CHILD? No; she had a sister (John 19:25). If there
were other siblings, we do not hear of them. Matthew, Mark and John all
list women who were present at the Crucifixion. If (and it is a big “if”) they
are all speaking of the same woman, then if you try to match up the lists it
will appear that this sister of Our Lady was the wife of Zebedee and mother
of the apostles James and John. In that case, Our Lady and St John, whom
Jesus on the Cross commends to each other, would be aunt and nephew.
HER PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE is a tradition accepted by the
Church and celebrated on November 21¢. On this date, in 543, a church of
Our Lady was dedicated in Jerusalem near the site of the Temple.

According to the Book of James, the priest sat her on the third step
of the altar, “...and she danced with her feet and all the house of Israel
loved her”. She was then to remain living in the Temple “as a dove that is
nurtured” (another echo of the Samuel story). She was fed by the hand of
an angel.

HER BETROTHAL S#ll with the Book of James: when Mary reaches the age
of twelve the priests are concerned that she might “pollute the sanctuary of
the Lord”. (It sounds as if she was reaching puberty.) What to do? They
prayed and were told to assemble all the widowers, each bringing a rod,
and a sign would be given as to whom she should marry. A dove




flew out of Joseph’s rod and settled on his head.

Continued on page 39 — do turn to it now and read about Joseph!
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ALSINGHAM AND
HE LANDSCAPE OF PILGRIMAGE
‘There you are!’ cried the Toad ... “There's real life for you .... The open

road, the dusty highway, the heath, the common, the hedgerows, the

rolling downs! ... Here to-day, up and off to somewhere else to-morrow!’
The Wind in the Willows

The glorious, scorching summer saw hundreds of pilgrims stirring up a haze
of dust and devotion as they tramped along the sandy lanes of Walsingham
to and from the Shrine. It’s the nature of the Shrine as a pilgrimage site that
it experiences the ebb and flow of visitors like tides along the shores of
local beaches at Wells or Brancaster: one minute there’s a thunderous
inundation and the next the flow is nowhere to be seen as pilgrims slip
away to other destinations.

Many visitors to the Slipper Chapel simply drop in to say their prayers and
then remove their shoes to walk the final Holy Mile or Pilgrim Way to
Walsingham along a stretch of unusually undulating countryside in
otherwise flat East Anglia, following the footsteps of thousands of
wayfarers before them. Once you turn up the lane at the crossroads to
begin the last stage of pilgrimage, chaperoned on either side by English
vineyards and ancient hedgerows, you enter an ageless, silent landscape
where thought and memory and prayer are held in suspended animation.
It’s as if God uses the countryside to still the soul for that final half hour
while He dissects and reveals, with the precise and gentle instruments of
sunlight and birdsong, the very essence of its spirit to His beloved pilgrim.

The word 'pilgrim' comes from the Latin peregrinus (per, through + ager,
field, country, land), which means a foreigner, a stranger, someone on a
journey. This undergirds a central image of the Christian life: Christians
consider themselves temporary residents in the world with their true home
in heaven and must pilot their souls to move and act according to the
principles of that homeland, keeping it firmly in their sight as the ultimate
destination.

But, as the blissful, blistering days of summer draw to a close, and



autumnal squalls ride in from the horizon with a dampening of spirits, it’s
tempting to take one’s eyes off the road ahead. The dark clouds of life bear
down and sometimes it’s all anyone can do to keep moving forwards.
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And yet, these are often the times when the most spectacular signs of God’s
covenant with His people burst, unforeseen, into view. That crossing point
for pilgrims outside the Slipper Chapel, forebodingly overcast for a whole
afternoon, was abruptly struck by an explosion of light and colour as a
great, expectant bow arched itself magnificently across the landscape and
proclaimed in splendour that ‘all shall be well, and all manner of things
shall be well’.

Sam Baker Director of Operations

FROM FR JOHN DELANEY OFM. Conv.

Dear Walsingham Association members and pilgrims to Walsingham, it has
been lovely to meet so many of you who have come to Walsingham in
2022.

I came to Walsingham in September 2019.
There were about three or four big
pilgrimages in the autumn of that year and
quite a few groups from different parishes
from around the country. | was looking
forward to the new pilgrimage season that
would begin the following year. We also had
the Dowry Tour travelling the country which
was building up to the rededication of




England to Our Lady on 29% March 2020. What a surprise for all of us
when the lockdown took place on 20t
March and we 14

couldn’t move! And the rededication took
place with everyone Zooming in!

| have been very touched by the countless
number of pilgrims who have approached
me to say how much they appreciated
Walsingham and the ministry of the priests
here during lockdown. Many of you have
told me that the Masses and Holy Hours
from here sustained you during the difficult
period of lockdown, when you were
isolated at home. In April 2022, we started
up with normal pilgrimages again and it has
been great to meet you all as you have come here in person.

| encourage you to make plans to come down to Walsingham in 2023 and
stay over in Elmham House for two, three or four days and soak in the
peace of Walsingham. Our Lady still keeps her promise, “I want to help
every person who comes to the Shrine with their individual needs”.

| look forward to meeting you all in 2023.

THE SPIRITUAL & NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE

DOWRY TOUR OF OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM &

THE REDEDICATION OF ENGLAND AS THE DOWRY
OF MARY

By Antonia Moffat, Outreach Co-ordinator
for the Basilica & National Shrine of Our Lady, Walsingham

The Tradition of England as the Dowry of Mary

East Anglia, where Our Lady’s Shrine is located, was the first part of
England to belong to Our Lady by decree of the King! It was King Edmund,
Martyr, who was King from 855 until his death in 869 who presented this
portion of England to her.

Our Lady then appeared in 1061 in Walsingham, Norfolk, in the reign of
King Edward the Confessor. Then what followed was the setting aside
and giving of the entire Realm of England by King Richard Il in 1381 at



a time of
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national chaos, fear and uncertainty. The solemn dedication/consecration
by King Richard Il in 1381 gave England the title ‘Dowry of Mary’. It was
made on the Saturday following Corpus Christi.

In London, King Richard declared: ‘Dos tua Virgo pia haec est, quare rege
Maria’ ‘This is your Dowry O Holy Virgin, Do thou rule in it
The King uttered these words in a moment of utter helplessness in the face
of chaos throughout the Realm. This is something we often do ourselves!
We plead and we plead with God and his Blessed Mother. There was no
particular grand ceremony - just a humble kneeling before the great statue
of Our Lady of Pew in Westminster Abbey in desperation!

It was said during the centuries before this, that the term Dowry of Mary
was in common parlance and accepted by the English peoples, who were
predominantly Catholic. ‘Dowry’ in this instance is understood as the
portion/part of an estate set aside by the husband for his bride should he
die. England was set apart by King Richard Il for Our Lady. When, in 1381,
King Richard Il formally assigned England to Our Blessed Lady as her
Dowry, confirming what was already an ancient tradition, it meant that he
handed over and gave “England” to Our Blessed Lady in perpetuity, that is,
for ever! England truly belongs to our Blessed Lady and Our Lady of
Walsingham’s mission is to bring the peoples of England back to Christ! And
it will then be that Our Blessed Mother will RULE in it!

The Dowry Tour of Our Lady of Walsingham

Over the best part of two years (2018-2020) the Statue of Our Lady of
Walsingham visited nearly every Catholic Cathedral in England. The
presence of Our Lady of Walsingham invited us all to meditate on the
missionary role of Our Lady of Walsingham for the re-evangelisation and
conversion of England. By going on tour, Our Blessed Mother visited each
part of the country to draw us home to Christ, for ‘When England, goes
back to Walsingham, Our Lady will come back to England.’” (Pope Leo XllI
in 1897) Through the Dowry Tour of Our Lady of Walsingham, the
Catholic faithful and peoples of England were invited to rediscover the
great gift of England being “The Dowry of Mary”. England is the only
country in the World that has this privileged title.

However in God’s providence one Cathedral visit had to be cancelled



due to the Covid-19 pandemic erupting just days before the Dowry Tour
there
16

was to start! The Westminster Cathedral Dowry Tour of Our Lady of
Walsingham was cancelled alongside an unusual event to be hosted in the
National Gallery around the great image of the Wilton Diptych which was
painted as a commemoration of the Dedication of 1381 for King Richard Il
of England, who is depicted kneeling before the Virgin and Child.

Yet, in spite of this tragic pandemic the actual Re-dedication took place
online and around 500,000 pilgrims participated in it; an unprecedented
response, no doubt, in the light of the widespread fears concerning the
pandemic.

The Rededication of England as Mary’s Dowry, March 29th 2020

On the day of Rededication, Sunday March 29%, 2020 - the Bishops of
England rededicated England as the Dowry of Mary with the invitation
extending to all priests and lay faithful to pray the ‘Rededication of England
as Mary’s Dowry’ prayer in their parishes at the end of each Mass. It
heralded a profound moment when England’s ancient title as “The Dowry
of Mary” was re-owned with full knowledge and consent by the faithful
Catholics of England and beyond. This momentous day, will in time, herald
a renewed understanding of the grace and privilege of the spiritual
authority which this ancient title has prophetically and spiritually, in God’s
providence, granted England. We pray it will open up to us, in a deeper
way, the many prophecies that promise the Conversion of England.

Consecration to Jesus through Mary

During the time of the Rededication of England as the Dowry of Mary, all
Catholic Christians were invited to renew their own personal “YES” to the
Lord Jesus through parish communal acts of preparation for Consecration
to Jesus through Mary and a pledge to commit to regular confession,
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the praying of the Angelus, Rosary and
prayerful invocation of the saints and martyrs of England, as ongoing
prayer for our country and the entire British Isles. This is what he
Rededication of England as Mary’s Dowry was and is all about!
An Act of Consecration means to set aside an individual, a country or the
Church for God’s purposes. An Act of Consecration means that we want to
become holy! A consecration involves a conscious and total renunciation of
sin. The better an Act of Consecration is prepared for, the more fruitful it is
spiritually speaking. It makes sense that a serious Act of Reparation for



sin should precede an Act of Consecration. The highest form of
consecration is of the entire Church and the World when the Pope
undertakes it in
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communion with the Bishops. God is greatly pleased with consecrations of
nations, dioceses, parishes, families, schools etc. and of course of
individuals.

Have we pondered on a spiritual level why in God’s Providence, the
Dowry Tour of Our Lady of Walsingham remains incomplete? Perhaps
because something has been left undone? The key to this we might find in
some prophetic words of Martin Gillet, the founder of the Ecumenical
Society of the Blessed Virgin Mary. whose ashes are buried in the Slipper
Chapel wall. “The task of giving back to Mary in reparation what has been
so abominably torn away belongs to all of us.”

We, the catholic faithful of today need to take seriously these renowned
and prophetic words, for inherent in them is a call to radical personal,
communal and national repentance and reparation for our own sins and
those of our peoples and nation. We, the lay faithful and our bishops and
priests need to rediscover the basic call to Repent and Believe the Gospel!
Catholic England is yet to awaken to this calll The faithful ones have
awakened and turned out to greet and honour Our Lady of Walsingham
on her Dowry Tour. Others have gone on Pilgrimage to her hallowed
Shrine in Walsingham! What remains is for all Catholics in every parish in
England to acknowledge Our Lady of Walsingham and the great calling
upon them as Catholics of England, Mary’s Dowry! For it is only when we
Catholics awaken and become holy that we can HOPE for the Conversion
of the entire Realm!

The Rededication of England as Mary’s Dowry was but the beginning of a
new realisation of what we, the Catholic Church, need to do! For we have
the task of giving back to Our Lady our beloved England — her Dowry -
more resplendent that it ever was before. We have a great task before us!

Following the pandemic, it seems that catholic practice in the United
Kingdom dropped by approximately one third. Our parishes and dioceses
are facing unprecedented change, financial meltdown, dwindling numbers,
parish closures, reduced Mass times, and sadly, the devotional heart of
prayer in most parishes has all but ceased.

Our British Isles are in turmoil, our government is in turmoil, the nations



of the world are in chaos and some are on the verge of war and
annihilation. The Church is in need of purification; the Church is
persecuted; God’s Commandments are trampled upon; the moral law is
ignored as irrelevant, 18

ten million babies lost to abortion; wars; drug fuelled wars and gang
warfare, confusion everywhere — the list is endless; We need to listen to
what our Blessed Mother has asked of us down the centuries to the present
day ... if only we had heeded!

What is God asking of us?

The Church needs spiritual power to confront these problems and the
serious challenges to faith arising from social change and secularisation. The
antidote to this is the commitment to the daily Mass, adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament, the Rosary and a return to frequent practice of the
sacrament of Confession. This task will be greatly aided by the daily praying
of the Rosary and the practice of the monthly First Saturdays of reparation
and solemn establishment of the devotion of reparation to the Immaculate
Heart of Mary, as requested by both Our Blessed Lord and Our Lady in
both Fatima, Portugal and to Sr Lucy in Pontevedra, Spain in 1925, for the
peace of the world and the salvation of millions of souls depends upon
their establishment.

Something has been left undone!
This great evangelical work is
before us if we are to witness Quare rege Maria! Quare rege Maria!
the Conversion of England. Quare rege Marial

This  will b.e the moment Mary do thou rule in England]

when the final part of the | , Mary O Mother reign o’er us once more

Dedication of King Richard Il .
in 1381 will come to pass ..., | B¢ England thy Dowry as in days of yore.
Amen! Amen!

Mary do thou rule in it!

CANCELLATION OF THE DOWRY TOUR VISITATION
OF OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM|
O WESTMINSTER CATHEDRAL.
It was with regret that, after much consideration and consultation, | took the
decision to cancel the scheduled Dowry Tour visitation of Our Lady of
Walsingham to Westminster Cathedral at the end of October, 2022.

As you know, COVID interrupted the Tour in 2020, and, all things considered,
it had not seemed possible to conclude the Tour in the way we would wish. |
regret that this may have caused disappointment; but be assured Our
Blessed Mother is honoured in this place, and we are glad to welcome




pilgrims all the year round. Our Lady of Walsingham pray for us!
Mgr Philip Moger, Rector, Basilica & National Shrine of Our Lady, Walsingham
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HE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION,

ANNUAL RETREAT, 10th -14th OCTOBER 2022

Francesca M. Flynn (T.W.A. Trustee & Secretary, Sheffield W.A.) writes:

On Monday 10th October, armed with music, hymn books and hot water
bottle (not needed, Room T has excellent heating!) | set off, typically later
than | had planned, to the annual Walsingham Association retreat.

Having arrived shortly before | was due to play for Evening Prayer, |
managed to lock myself out of my room, not for the first time. (To achieve
this, leave the key in the room door, go out and return to find that the
outside door has been locked!) At least this was a simpler problem for
office damsel in shining armour, Janice, to solve than when | blew the
electrics one year with my travel iron.

This retreat was different. There was no Annual General Meeting to
follow, as that has been transferred to the spring. Only two Trustees, Cyril
Wood and | and Secretary, Richard McNulty, were present to deal with
emergencies and ensure the smooth running of the event. Many retreatants
had cancelled, because of Covid, or other ailments, including David
Chapman, magazine editor, liturgy planner and producer of the excellent
retreat booklet, who was to have done the canting and on to whom I
usually deflect the blame for any complaints about unfamiliar hymn tunes
(unbeknownst to him). Fortunately, knight in shining armour, Ronald
Crane, rescued the situation, by familiarising the congregation with the
lovely hymn "Joy to thee, Queen!", specially requested by our dear Rector.
(Maybe | could have blamed Aim if people had disliked that onel)
Fortunately, the Rector having excellent taste in hymns, the tune was better
known than we had expected. Ronald, at extremely short notice, canted
the psalm and, despite a couple of missing pieces of music, | managed, with
some trepidation, to get through the most musically taxing evening of the
event.

Fr Andrew Kingham, from the Diocese of St Andrews and Edinburgh, led
the retreat. lts title was "Come Holy Spirit; Living the Spiritual Life
Fruitfully". The pattern was to say Morning, Evening and Night prayer
daily, led by Fr Andrew, and Trustee Cyril Wood, in the Church of the
Annunciation, and to have Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,



the Rosary and the opportunity for confession there every afternoon. The
Sacrament of the Sick, including anointing, took place on one evening.
Two talks were given every day, usually at the Shrine where we attended
mid-day
20

Mass, in the Chapel of Reconciliation, where W.A. members assisted by
reading. On one afternoon, we were sprinkled with Walsingham holy
water in the peaceful Anglican Shrine.

Fr Andrew's scripture based talks covered many aspects of his subject,
including the sacraments, and the role, gifts, fruits and manifestations of the
Spirit. We had much food for thought and reflection, drawing us closer to
the Third Person of the Trinity, throughout the week. There was a quiet,
private time each afternoon, to contemplate what we had heard.

Each day, some chose to walk meditatively to and from the Shrine, in
company, or alone, through the lovely Norfolk countryside, along the Holy
Mile, or former railway track, the Pilgrim Way. (This is a rare positive result
of Dr Beeching's 1960s railway closures!) Transport was available for
whoever needed it.

Most people stayed in the Elmham House with its comfortable rooms and
excellent catering, where several guests from the Walsingham Trust,
Anglican Shrine, Church of the Annunciation and village joined us on the
last evening for a delicious three course dinner. The retreat closed on
Friday morning and we returned to our respective homes spiritually
refreshed.

(Another account of the retreat is given on page 28)

WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION CLOTHING

A large range of good quality garments, all with the Walsingham Association
logo, is available by post at very reasonable prices.
T-SHIRTS £10.50 POLO SHIRTS £14.50
BASEBALL CAPS £7.50 SWEATSHIRTS £18.50
V-NECK SWEATERS £26.50 HOODED JACKETS £18.50
FLEECE JACKETS £27.50
Postage & packing included.

Most items are available in a variety of sizes and colours, and some can be
personalised with your name. It’s not possible to give all details here, but a
detailed and clear order form is available.




To place an order or to request an order form please contact
Peter Martin, 1, Lilac Wood, King’s Lynn, PE30 3SW.
Telephone 01553 675 784 or 07737 196 440.

E-mail: francisp.martin@btinternet.com
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HOLY FAMILY PARISH, PENZANCE, MOVING ON...

The “Cornish Pilgrims” are well known for making their way, their over
400 mile long way, to Walsingham each year. In these days, when we so
often hear of church closures, amalgamations, reductions and retrenchment,
it is wonderful to hear of a parish doing quite the reverse. Canon Philip
Dyson sent this report, and | thought you would like to read it. Should you
visit Holy Family, Penzance you will receive a warm welcome — make
yourself known as a Walsingham Association member.

Meanwhile, do you have a story of positive and enthusiastic developments
in your part of the Church? Such accounts are, 1 believe, valuable for
‘encouraging the others’. dc

As parishioners were returning to Mass following the various lockdowns,
they noticed the development of our long-awaited North Aisle project, and
the exciting changes we see on a weekly basis as the builders progress with
their work for us. It has been encouraging to hear everyone’s enthusiasm
for the project, including many who live in the locality and friends further
afield.

Many parishioners have supported the aim of completing the original vision
of our church with its North Aisle as intended by Father Young in 1843, but
more importantly in better equipping our parish centre with suitable
disabled access and toilet facilities at church level from Rosevean Road,
along with a safe internal staircase to a fully developed crypt space and
access to the garden for summer-time use.

After much planning, design work, and submissions to relevant historic and
other such planning bodies since 2016, work started in August 2020 - 177
years after the church was opened in 1843. We feel this is a momentous
achievement for us as a parish and the wider Diocese, and brings to
completion our own vision for the work carried out in 2017/18 as the 1st
Phase of this 2 Phase project!



mailto:francisp.martin@btinternet.com

It was envisaged that the project would take approximately 18 months to

complete, but unfortunately there have been delays with the supply of

silver granite from the quarry, which has held up certain external aspects of
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the build. However, much progress has been made internally by various

craftspeople where possible, as we wait for stone delivery.

=,

The work begins — the north wall, showing the ‘temporary’ infilling of arches

To date, the project has been made possible by several very generous
donations, several successful grant applications, and a Diocesan loan — the
repayment of which will be covered from our apartment rental income for
the next 13 years.

(The loan was unanimously approved by Bishop Mark and the Trustees,
who see the development work as an important part of this parish’s
sustainability for Mission).

This still leaves a parish fund-raising shortfall of approximately £100K which
we must now do our part to raise, to complete the works. If any readers
feel they would like to help our fundraising, please do contact Penzance
parish - such Benefactions helped to  build this fine church in 1843.



HERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE FACILITIES THAT WILL BE PROVIDED BY
THE COMPLETED PROJECT — THE AIMS REALISED:

* Disabled access at the front of the church.
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* Access to the whole building from the main entrances on Rosevean Road.
* A disability-compliant toilet at church level, within ease of access for all.

* The Font in a practical position around which to gather for Baptisms.

* A fit-for-purpose Confessional/Reconciliation Room.

* Necessary storage for ladders, crib items etc. at church level.

* Disability-safe access from existing rear car park, via external ramp into
South Porch

The new north aisle is taking shape

* Provision of approximately 40 more seats for larger occasions, such as the
Easter Triduum and summer periods.

* A compliant internal staircase between both church and crypt levels for
general public usage to access both liturgical and pastoral activities.

* A proper Hall facility with serving hatch access from the kitchen.

* Compliant disabled access to all crypt areas from the car park level.

* Access from the North Cloister to the  former large Presbytery garden, for
gathering at the Easter Vigil and lighting of the Easter Fire, and other



parish social functions in good weather.
* Facilities that will be available to the wider Penzance community to assist
with our Evangelistic outreach in this growing town.
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*Removal of large ongoing maintenance sums required every 15 years on the
‘temporary’ north wall arches infill structure.

Do q 5

The interor of the church; the new aisle is on the left

We pray that God will continue to bless us all in our endeavours for His
Kingdom in this place.
Canon Philip Dyson, Parish Priest.

WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION HUNDREDS CLUB
A few people continue to pay their Hundreds Club subscription in
‘instalments’. Processing these small amounts makes extra work for the
Secretary. Would you please, if possible, make arrangements in future to
pay the full amount in one go. Thank you.




DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

NEXT YEAR! MAKE A NOTE NOW — DETAILS TO FOLLOW
Friday 2Ist to Sunday 23rd April 2023 AGM/ Spring meeting weekend,
Tuesday, 17th — Friday 20th October 2023 Annual Retreat
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FROM RICHARD McNULTY -
ALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION SECRETAR!

I was born and brought up in south-east London until 1999 when I, my
wife and our three children moved to the quieter climes of Cromer,
Norfolk. Prior to starting with the Association, I'd had the ‘joy’ of working
as a systems analyst for various investment banks in London. I've no
complaints — | worked with some amazing people — but being away from
home five days a week wasn’t ideal. I'd taken a sabbatical to study for a
History degree — a life-long passion — but when the opportunity arose to
work at Our Lady’s Shrine, well, | just had to go for it! I'm still studying, so
it’s a privilege to be surrounded by so much Catholic history (a singular
opportunity these days).

My father (you could probably guess from
my name) was lrish, while my mum was
brought up in a Catholic orphanage in
Orpington, Kent. | now appreciate how
lucky | was to have been raised in a good
Catholic family; typical of many, though |
took all this for granted. It was only when
my wife, Linda, was received into the
Church, that | started to learn about my
faith. Growing wup, I'd known of WS
Walsingham. | know my parents had been
there once on pilgrimage, but | didn’t know
Walsingham. | knew Lourdes and, of course,
I knew Knock! | was even familiar with
Fatima. How was it then that our country’s
own Shrine — the location of Our Blessed
Lady’s first visitation in Europe — passed me ‘ : Al
by? We began visiting the Shrine and became aware of thls treasure SItting
less than 45 minutes away from home.




When | started in August as Membership Secretary, it was the peak-pilgrim
season... and what an introduction it was! | had few delusions that this
would be a genteel appointment. However, | certainly wasn’t conscious of
all the challenges of maintaining the Shrine as a place of prayerful
adoration. Nor was | aware of the legacy of the Walsingham Association.
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The incredible generosity of the Association members was immediately
obvious. Their devotion to Our Lord and His Blessed Virgin Mother
through financial and prayerful support was and is humbling. | hope,
therefore, that | can bring my own particular experience and expertise to
help continue this legacy. | am at the office in the Basilica grounds
Mondays, Tuesdays and Saturdays. Please don’t hesitate to phone. Even if
it’s one of the days when I'm not working, | shall endeavour to respond.
To the Trustees, for their support, 1 am immensely grateful. To those
members I've met or spoken with, it’s been an absolute pleasure and |
thank you for your kindness.

In these difficult times, it stands out in Technicolor how much England
needs the intercession of Our Blessed Lady. And it’s you, the Association,
who help maintain the wonderful causeway of pilgrimage to Her at
Walsingham.

Richard has sent these pictures of the
preparations being made for the
Walsingham Association
National Draw.

He writes, on 2Ist November:
“We’ve finished the incredibly
interesting task of folding

all the National Draw
¥ Watsingham and 100s Club tickets.
Assggz:ion 1 thought I'd take a couple
3 of pics of the prepared
state-of-art mechanics
behind the big draw

on Friday.




Camelot it ain’t! “

Winners will be contacted,
and winning numbers will be
announced, in the Lent Edition
of this Magazine.

2022 ANNUAL RETREAT:

LIVING THE SPIRITUAL LIFE, FRUITFULL
by Richard McNulty

The Walsingham Association are immensely grateful to Father Andrew
Kingham who led the four-day Retreat with the theme: “Come Holy Spirit;
Living the Spiritual Life Fruitfully”

Each day began with the Angelus and Morning Prayer ending the night’s
Great Silence. After breakfast, the retreatants proceeded to the Basilica
where Father Andrew delivered one of several illuminating talks about the
Holy Spirit: who is the Holy Spirit, what does the Holy Spirit do, and of
living the Beatitudes in a fruitful and spiritual life.

Following the noon Mass the afternoon continued with a further talk —
with the exception of Tuesday which included a visit the Anglican Shrine for
the service of sprinkling. There then followed a period of reflection at the
Church of the Annunciation in the village with Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, the Holy Rosary and an opportunity for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.

The Angelus and Evening Prayer were said before the retreatants partook of
their evening meal. The day culminated with Night Prayer before the Great
Silence was maintained until the following morning.

The Association’s 2022 Annual Retreat culminated in a sumptuous dinner at
Elmham House on Thursday 13th October. The retreatants and Trustees
were joined at the traditional Retreat Dinner on the Thursday evening by


https://walsinghamassociation.org.uk/author/richard-mcnulty/

Monsignor Moger, members of the clergy and other guests of the
Association and the Trust. Mr Tim McDonald thanked Fr Andrew and the
staff at Elmham House for their hospitality.

Lastly, Trustee and Treasurer Cyril Wood presented the clergy of the
Church of the Annunciation with a cheque in appreciation for their kindness
in helping to host the Retreat.

THE WA!:'E'NGHALM. AS?OSIATIZSN _—
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  [lRH
WEEKEND 2023

Friday 21¢ to Sunday 23 April 2023

BOOKING FORM

TITLE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

POST CODE:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE NUMBER(S):

PRICES - two nights, full board
It may be possible to book additional nights.

£145.00 for Standard Accommodation, per person,
£180.00 for En suite Accommodation, per person,



Please tick your choice of accommodation type:
Standard [ ] En suite [ ]

A non-refundable deposit of £20.00 is required for each booking.
To pay by card please telephone 01328 820 217 (Option 1)
Please make cheques payable to the Walsingham Trust

Please return the form by Monday 17t April, 2023 to:
Reservations, The Walsingham Association, Pilgrim Bureau,
Friday Market Place, Walsingham, NR22 6EG
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THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION
Charity number: 1196936

ANNUAL RETREAT
2023

Tuesday 17t to Friday 20t October 2023

BOOKING FORM

TITLE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

POST CODE:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE NUMBER(S):

RETREAT PRICES — three nights, full board
It may be possible to book additional nights.
£228.00 for Standard Accommodation, per person,
£282.00 for En suite Accommodation, per person,
Please tick your choice of accommodation type:
Standard [ ] En suite [ ]



The retreat cost of £20.00 per person, which is in addition to the cost of
accommodation, is payable to The Walsingham Association, and may be paid
by cash, cheque or card to our office, on arrival.

A non-refundable deposit of £20.00 is required for each booking.
To pay by card please telephone 01328 820 217 (Option 1)
Please make cheques payable to the Walsingham Trust
Please return the form by Monday 9t October, 2023 to:
Reservations, The Walsingham Association, Pilgrim Bureau,
Friday Market Place, Walsingham, NR22 6EG
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MY NAME IS DEACON RICK...

I am the newly-appointed permanent Deacon serving at The Basilica and
National Shrine of our Lady of Walsingham. | was appointed here on the
agreement of both Bishop Alan Hope and Bishop Patrick McKiney on the
18th April, 2022. My journey to this point has been an exciting one and
one | would love to share.

I was born in Grimsby in 1974 and was raised by a practising Catholic
mum. My dad however was a lapsed Anglican but always stood by my
mum in her raising me, and my two older brothers, in the Faith. | attended
both a Catholic primary and secondary school; however, | never really
took my education seriously and left school with few qualifications.

My dad in 1987 had an amazing conversion experience when he visited
Lourdes, as a helper with Across Jumbulance and shortly after this, he took
me and my mum to Lourdes where at the age of 11 years, my love for Our
Lady started. At first, she played a very subtle guiding hand in my early
teens. As stated before, when 1 left school, | had few qualifications and after
spending some time in college, at the age of 18 | was lost in what | wanted
to do.

At this stage, | felt that | was being called to the Priesthood and went to see
my parish priest, who introduced me to the vocations director. After a
couple of meetings, the vocations director decided (very wisely) that | was
not ready. “Too immature,” he stated. Ask anyone who knows me and
they will say that he didn’t know what he was saying! Instead of
putting me forward for the priesthood, he suggested that | take a




year out and do some voluntary work for the church. He recommended
me to Fr Jonathan Cotton, the director of the Nottingham Pilgrims
Community in the Nottingham Diocese. | went for an interview and was
accepted. The work here involved visiting the schools of the Diocese and
presenting the gospels in an interactive way, utilising tools of
evangelisation. Whilst there, my calling changed as | met my wife Tara. On
the 28th June 1997 we married at Corpus Christi church in Cleethorpes.
Tara was then studying at Goldsmiths University in London and due to this,
we moved to London where we set up home. While Tara continued her
studies, 1 worked as a support worker. We lived in Lewisham, South East
London and we were involved in the parish there. | was asked by the parish
priest if | would take on the responsibility of MC.
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This | did. It was during this time my oldest daughter Adrianne was born
and shortly after this | was asked if 1 had ever considered becoming a
permanent Deacon. | had not heard of this before and it was looked into,
but at this stage | was too young, as the age was set at a minimum of 35
years old. In 2001 | started in the Metropolitan Police as a police officer
and we moved to Dartford where, shortly after, we had our second child
Michaela. While here, | was asked again by the new Parish Priest if | would
consider the permanent diaconate. At this stage, | was working shifts so it
was impossible to commit to the training. In 2006, we moved back to
Grimsby and in May of that year we had our third child, John-Patrick.

Our Lady at this stage in my life started to become more prominent, or
should | say | started to listen more — well, sometimes. The move to
Grimsby did not go smoothly and | ended up being stuck in London while
Tara was in Grimsby. We were interceding to our Lady to sort things out.
During this time, | made many visits to Lourdes seeking her intervention
and | just kept getting the message “Leave it with me, | have it in hand”. As
a human and an impatient one at that, | kept on asking and Our Lady kept
on giving the same message, “l have it in hand”. | went back to Lourdes at
the end of July in 2008 and interceded again - and again | had the same
message. | returned home and there was a letter waiting for me. | opened it
and it was from Lincolnshire police giving me a start
date of the 8th September. (Yes, Our Lady’s Birthday; anyone would think
she had things in hand!)

On moving to Grimsby, | was asked after a little time if | would like to
assist on the altar, again as an MC. | started this and shortly after in 2010, |
was asked if | would like to consider the Permanent Diaconate again. This



I did and in 2011 | was accepted and sent to Oscott to commence my
training. Whilst training, | found a real love for the rosary, becoming a
daily user of this. | regularly visited Lourdes giving thanks and asking for
assistance with my diaconal studies.

As a family, the five years of study were quite tough, balancing family life,
work and studies. Towards the end of the studies, | realised that | did not
really know what was next after ordination and where my vocation would
lead me. | felt that this would include working with the youth in the parish.

On the day of the ordination, whilst laying prostate on the floor, two
things went through my head. The first is that the cathedral floor was very
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cold. The second was my prayer, which was “OK, Our Lady; what next?”
Within a split second the response came as clear as a bell — “Within 5 years

you will be working for me”. My instant thought was, “Brilliant! The south
of France and Lourdes here | come!”

| continued to work, knowing that at some stage a chance would come and
my career path would change. Then in 2020, the inevitable happened —
Lockdown. When in July 2020, the first relent happed and things started to
open up again, | was asked by Zyg (CEO of the Walsingham Trust) if | and
the team of volunteers that | organise would assist in managing the
reopening of the Shrine. (St Michaels — those who are regulars at the shrine
will know who this great bunch of people are who give their own time
freely to support the shrine and all those who visit.)

This ended up being a long term event and the team helped every weekend
for 15 weeks until the next lockdown,
assisting all those who came to visit. In
2021, we returned to help again and it
was during this time | realised it was not
the South of France that was calling, but
North Norfolk. | started to fall in love
with Our Lady of Walsingham and
realised that this is where Tara and | were
both being called to continue our lives. In
September of 2021, | approached both
Bishops and asked if | would be able to
move to Walsingham, and by the grace
of God both agreed.




Since starting my diaconate in Walsingham, | have subsequently been
accepted onto the staff at the shrine as Diaconate support. My role is to
enhance the experience of those who travel to Walsingham on pilgrimage
so they can get the most out of their time with Our Lady.

Rick Jones
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POOR SIGHT?
If you have difficulty in reading the normal edition of
the Magazine, the Office can arrange for a large print
edition (A4 size) to be made for you.

AN IMPORTANT NOTE ABOUT EARLY BOOKING &
INDIVIDUAL BOOKING FOR ELMHAM HOUSE
The prices given on the Tariff on page 34 are the “early bird” prices that are
valid only on bookings made up to December 2022 for visits in 2023. The

prices are going to be reviewed again in January 2023 and possibly increased
again at that point.

You are strongly advised to book early,
as these prices are unlikely to be valid for all of 2023!



mailto:shop@walsingham.org.uk

Would you please note that if members (or non-members) book

for a Walsingham Association event, a £20 deposit is acceptable,

but that otherwise individuals booking must pay the full amount
at the time of booking.

A full refund is given on individual bookings if you have to cancel, up to
midday on the arrival day.
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NEW READERS START HERE!

If you are reading this Magazine but are NOT
a member, please consider joining.

The reasons are below and there is a form on the next page so you can
remove the entire page without destroying the Magazine.

THE WALSINGHAM ™
ASSOCIATION {B

Uniting those who love Our Lady of Walsingham
Supporting the National Shrine and Basilica
Promoting pilgrimage to England’s National Shrine

OUR MEMBERS...

spread devotion to Our Lady
receive regular Magazines
share in the spirituality
of Walsingham
join or share in pilgrimages,
retreats and meetings
are remembered in the daily
Shrine Masses




support and promote the Shrine
unite with others in prayer

The Walsingham Association
Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place,
Walsingham, Norfolk NR22 6EG

Telephone: 01328 800 953
enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk
www.walsinghamassociation.org.uk

Registered Charity No. 1196936

THE WALSINGHAM T‘ﬁ
w

ASSOCIATION

To join THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION...
1.BY BANK TRANSFER: (The preferred and cheapest way.)
Account Name: The Walsingham Association,;
Sort Code: 20-30-81; Account Number: 3091 4800
Please use your name and SUB as reference.
After payment, please send an e-mail to
enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk
saying that you have paid a subscription and supplying your
name and address. A membership card will then be sent to you.
2. PAYING BY PHONE: Phone 01328 800 953 during
office hours. Have your payment card ready.
3. PAYING BY CHEQUE: Please complete this form and
return it to the address shown overleaf.

Title: | Christian Name(s): Surname:

Address and Post Code:

E-mail:

Telephone(s):

Please make the cheque payable to
“The Walsingham Association”, put TWA and


http://www.walsinghamassociation.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk

your name and address on the back and send it with this
form
to the address on the previous page.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION

These are minimum amounts — please add a
donation if you are able — the need is great.

Rates for 2023; enquire in subsequent years.
Individual: £16 Non-UK Resident: £30

Family (living at one address): £26
36




ELMHAM HOUSE TAR]FF 2023

Prices quoted are per ROOM for 2023 only. Subject to change.

BB DBB FB
SINGLE ROOM
Budget £50 £64 £72
Ensuite £66 £80 £88
Bunk Bedroom £39 £53 £61
TWIN/DOUBLE ROOM
Budget £100 £128 £144
Ensuite £132 £160 £176
Bunk Bedroom £78 £106 £122
TRIPLE ROOM
Budget £150 £192 £216
Ensuite £198 £240 £264

Twins and triples underoccupied will be charged at the occupancy plus a daily unused
bed fee of £15 for budgets and £25 for ensuites. Bunk bedrooms are exempt of surcharge.

DBB consists of B&B and evening meal. FB consists of B&B, packed lunch and evening meal.
**The child prices are applicable for families and not for school/youth groups dedicated rates are in use**

Half Price B&B and meals for children from 5 to 16. Children under 5 complimentary.

MEALS

Full Lunch £14.00 « Evening Meal £17.50 « Packed Lunch £8.00

SPECIAL OFFER PERIODS (25% DISCOUNT?)

Offer available on all rates, discount only on accommodation, meals at full price, subject to availability:

Monday 27 February - Sunday 2" April 2023
Sunday 5" November - Friday 22™ December 2023

*Minimum 2 night stay

Catholic National Shrine of Our Lady, Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place, Walsingham, NR22 6EG

Telephone: 01328 820 217 - Website: www.walsingham.org.uk - Email: reservations@walsingham.org.uk

Walsingham Trust, a registered charity (1180690) and company limited by guarantee (11655451)

Please note that individuals booking for a residential stay MUST pay
the entire cost of the stay at the time of booking.
PLEASE READ THE NOTE ON PAGE 34 ABOUT EARLY BOOKING
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THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION
HUNDREDS CLUB

Charity number: 1196936

JOIN, OR RENEV, MEMBERSHIP, FOR 2023

I wish to apply for membership or renew my membership (please delete)
of The Walsingham Association Hundreds Club.

TITLE:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

POST CODE:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE NUMBER(S):

100s CLUB MEMBERSHIP NUMBER: (If known)

° Payment may be by Standing Order, Cheque, Bank Transfer (TO THE
ACCOUNT DETAILS BELOW) or Postal Order (PO Fee £1.50 on cheques cost
the WA 55p to clear.)

° The annual fee for a single number is £12, but you may hold as many numbers
as you wish. (For more than one number, simply multiply the amounts by the
number of holdings you want. Amend the Standing Order form as required.)

° The Membership Year runs annually from 1st December to the following
November.
° Your details are confidential to the WA and will not be shared.

PAYMENT BY STANDING ORDER & bank details for bank transfer:

YOUR BANK NAME:

BANK ADDRESS:

BANK SORT CODE:

YOUR ACCOUNT NUMBER:

(Office to complete) QUOTING MEMBERSHIP NUMBER:

Please pay the sum of £12.00 (twelve pounds) to The Walsingham Association

Hundreds

Club at Barclays Bank, Fakenham, Account No 10134007 Sort Code 20-30-81 now, and
then annually on December 1st until further notice and debit my account.

Signed: Date:
Return this form to the Pilgrim Bureau, NOT to your bank.

PAYMENT BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER:

Cheques or postal orders should be made out to “The Walsingham Association Hundreds

Club”, be accompanied by this form and sent or handed in to:-
The Walsingham Association, Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place, Walsingham, NR22 6EG
Tel: 01328 800 953 E-mail: wa@walsingham.org.uk
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(Continued from p.12)_WHO WAS JOSEPH? As to his trade, the Greek
word in the Gospel accounts is better translated “builder” than “carpenter”.
He was of the line of David and therefore of the tribe of Judah. His home-
town was David’s home-town, Bethlehem (1 Samuel 16). The description of
him in Matthew 1:19 can be translated “just”, “upright”, “honourable”:
even “thoroughly decent” if you want to be more colloquial.

In Luke 2 Mary and Joseph go from Nazareth to Bethlehem, where
Jesus is born; and to “their town of Nazareth” they return after his
Presentation in the Temple. But when the Holy Family returns from Egypt
and settle in Nazareth, Matthew (end of 2) rather makes it sound like a
place previously unknown to them.

One suggestion (it is no more) would locate Joseph in Bethlehem

and Nazareth: it is that he had come north from Bethlehem in search of
work. There was a good deal of building going on in Sepphoris, just a few
miles north-west of Nazareth. So was he in digs in Nazareth? Is that how he
and Mary met? Well, possibly.
HOW OLD WAS HE? Unlike Our Lady, he is not mentioned in the Passion
stories. We are commonly told that he was substantially older that Our
Lady, and was dead by the time of the Passion. But there is no evidence of
this in the Gospel accounts, only in the apocryphal gospels. (Could he
equally well have been absent through pressure of work?)

In the Book of James, Joseph is reluctant to marry Mary, saying he
has sons and is an old man.

There is more in the Egyptian History of Joseph the Carpenter, or,

Death of Joseph, dated not before the 4" century. Here Joseph married his
first wife at 40, lived with her 49 years, and lived as a widower for a year —
which would make him 90 when he married the 12-year-old Mary. Jesus
was born two years later- which does not fit with Mary’s pregnancy before
she was married. Joseph then died aged 111. This book’s account of Joseph’s
death is seriously lurid.
SO DID HE HAVE OTHER CHILDREN? There are persistent suggestions
that the “brothers and sisters” of Jesus mentioned in Mark 6:3 were half-
brothers and —sisters, children of Joseph by a previous wife who had died.
But if Joseph and Mary married only after his first wife’s death, she was
long dead when the “mother of James and Joset” was present on Calvary
(Mark 15:40) and they must be two different women.

Mark 6:3 names four “brothers”: James, Joset, Simon and Jude.
The “mother of James and Joset” in 15:40 is perhaps to be matched with
“Mary, wife of Clopas” in John 19:25. St Hegesippus in the 279 century says
that Clopas was the brother of Joseph. So although Joseph was apparently
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not the father of these boys, perhaps he was their uncle. Perhaps. As for this
Jude, Eusebius in the 4" century quotes Hegesippus as saying that when the
Emperor Domitian (reigned 81-96), fearful of potential rivals, was pursuing
descendants of King David, Jude’s grandsons were investigated as men
related to David and to Jesus. But the investigation was dropped when
they were found to be merely poor peasants, and when they said that the
Kingdom of the Christ which they awaited was not a kingdom of this earth.

(In the best of traditions... TO BE CONTINUED!)

Catholic National Shrine of Our Lady
Walsingham - England's Nazareth

ELMHAM HOUSE DOWRY HOUSE

Pilgrim Accommodation Retreats
Licensed Bar & Dining Quiet Stays
www.walsingham.org.uk www.dowryhouse.org.uk
elmhamhouse@walsingham.org.uk dowryhouse®@walsingham.org.uk
Call to book

01328 820217
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