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AN INTERVIEW WITH THE RECTOR 
 

What are your feelings on your arrival at Walsingham? 
I am, of course, at a human level, somewhat daunted at the 
task ahead, but equally, I must trust in the Lord and in His 
Mother. They have, in a mysterious sense, brought me here, 
after all!  All I can do is to offer my own fiat with those priests 
previously entrusted with the care of our National Shrine of 
Our Lady - both diocesan and the dear Marist Fathers. I hope 
to build upon each of their labours, under God and Our Lady! 
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What are your plans? 

At the moment, I am getting to know the staff and volunteers 
who work each day at the Catholic National Shrine and 
Basilica of Our Lady. I am listening and learning to what has 
been happening and who does what and when. I am getting to 
know the local diocesan bishop (of East Anglia), Rt Rev Peter 
Collins, the other Walsingham Trustees, and hearing, and 
sharing, their dreams, and aspirations for the Shrine. The 
Catholic Bishops of England and Wales will have their own 
hopes too, as well as the many pilgrims who love Walsingham, 
and regularly come to the Shrine from many of the dioceses 
and parishes in various part of the country. The views, and 
prayers, of the membership of the Walsingham 
Association will also be very important. I anticipate welcoming 
and meeting so many pilgrims and their priests and local 
organisers, and hearing about how they anticipate the 
development of the Shrine and our facilities going forward. 
 

What do you want to achieve? 
I am conscious, that despite Walsingham having such a strong 
and central place in the history of the Church in England, 
many Catholics, in some parts of the country, have not yet 
been to our Catholic National Shrine and Basilica of Our Lady, 
at Walsingham.  I wish to significantly improve upon that 
situation, with the help of the Walsingham Association, and 
for us to reach out to those dioceses, parishes, and parts of 
England, that have not yet come on pilgrimage here, so that 
they come and experience for themselves England’s Nazareth, 
at the heart of England, Our Lady’s own Dowry. 

  
What will be your main focus? 

I hope that my focus will be to ensure that pilgrims coming to 
Walsingham will have a positive experience of the Sacred 
Liturgy, that our Shrine be a place of peace, prayer, and 
reconciliation. Hopefully, such a positive pilgrim experience 
will be solidly based on the sacramental life of the Church and 
a deeply English Marian devotion and will draw pilgrims to 
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return again and indeed to stay with us for a few nights, 
especially as part of the next Jubilee Year celebrations. I hope 
that the Walsingham Association will be key to this work. 
With such momentum, this will surely ensure the 
sustainability of the Shrine and will also mean we can continue 
to develop our mission and facilities into the future, always in 
fidelity to the great tradition of Walsingham. 

  
A short word on the conversion of England and 
Walsingham’s role in it. 

All of us need conversion, and there are so many aspects of 
society in England which need this radical turn towards the 
Lord; in our attitudes towards human life, (the unborn, the 
disabled and the elderly), towards the poor and marginalised, 
and towards the refugee and asylum seeker. So many need 
peace and reconciliation in their relationships and family life 
and the strength and perseverance to be faithful to the Lord, to 
one another, and to their Faith. Undoubtedly, in joy, silence, 
and stillness, Walsingham has a central place in the ongoing 
conversion of our country, and of each one of us, to the reign of 
Christ our King. May Our Lady of Walsingham pray for us all! 
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LETTER FROM THE RECTOR 

 

Dear Association Members, 

Thank you for your welcoming words and prayers at the 
beginning of my ministry here in Walsingham. Thank you, too, 
for all that you do for us at the Catholic National Shrine and 
Basilica of Our Lady, at Walsingham. 

These three months since I began my appointment have flown 
past and it has been a joy to meet so many Association members 
from near and far. It was also wonderful to host the WA’s Annual 
Retreat at the Shrine in November, and to meet Fr Gerard Mary. 

Our priority here is to encourage those who have not yet 
discovered Walsingham, to come on pilgrimage here, and for 
those who have lost touch, to return, if they can in person, and if 
not to reconnect with us through the Shrine’s livestream. As 
dedicated followers of the Shrine, I therefore encourage you to 
share your enthusiasm for the Walsingham story and invite those 
around you to come to Walsingham on pilgrimage next year.  

By means of encouragement, our pastoral theme for 2024 is: 
‘Mary, helping us to journey together,’ this will be the backdrop 
for all our pilgrimages to Walsingham this coming year. We pray 
that Our Lady of Walsingham will help us with her prayers to be 
united in our listening to the promptings of the Holy Spirit, as we 
seek to do the Lord’s will in our lives. 

If you would like to book your stay for 2024 do contact our 
Reservations Team on reservations@walsingham.org.uk, call 
01328 820217 or book online at 
www.walsingham.org.uk/accommodation. 

If you are considering organising your very first group pilgrimage 
to Walsingham, then our Pilgrimage Manager, Em Payne, would 



6 

 

be pleased to assist you at: pilgrimage@walsingham.org.uk or call 
her on 01328 801009. Alternatively, if you would prefer, please 
complete an online Pilgrimage Enquiry Form at 
www.walsingham.org.uk/pilgrimage-enquiry. 

Last, but by no means least, I would like to express my heartfelt 
thanks to all in the Association for their ongoing support of the 
Shrine, both spiritual and material. The Association remains a 
stalwart of support and all members, past and present, are 
remembered here in our prayers at Walsingham, with particular 
gratitude. 

Wishing you a blessed, joyful, and peace-filled Christmas and 
New Year. I do look forward to welcoming you to Walsingham in 
2024, whether it be in person or via the Shrine’s livestream. 

Fr Billing   
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1ST PRIZE £608 618  5TH PRIZE £20 850 

2ND PRIZE £202 583  6TH PRIZE £20 750 

3RD PRIZE £104 896  7TH PRIZE £20 935 

4TH PRIZE £20 822  8TH PRIZE £20 620 
Total amount raised for The Walsingham Association £1014 (Total 

income £2028, of which 50% is distributed in prizes.) 
 

 

 

 

Prize AWARD TICKET NUMBER 

1
ST

 PRIZE 3 NIGHTS + £100 33731 

2
ND

 PRIZE 2 NIGHTS + £100 11213 

3
RD

 PRIZE £100 36467 

4
TH

 PRIZE £50 36069 

5
TH

 PRIZE £25 11348 

6
TH

 PRIZE £25 61427 

7
TH

 PRIZE £25 40020 

 

 

HUNDREDS CLUB WINNERS 2022-2023 
DRAWN 18TH November 2023 

 
DRAWN 25.11.22 

 

NATIONAL DRAW WINNERS 2023 
DRAWN 18TH November 2023 

 
DRAWN 25.11.22 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES by Tim McDonald 

 
Next year 2024, will see the 90th Anniversary of the Slipper 

Chapel being called 
“The National Shrine of Our Lady for Roman Catholics 

in England”  
 at a National Pilgrimage on August 19th, 1934.  

  

Here at the Basilica and National Shrine, we generally think 
about three women when we consider the history of Walsingham: 
Richeldis de Faverches, Charlotte Pearson Boyd and most 
importantly Our Lady herself.  
  

I would like to introduce you to three other women intimately 
involved in the life of the Slipper Chapel.  
  
I was recently contacted by Stephen Harper, a Norfolk man who 
was investigating his Family History. A friend of his distant 
cousin had written to me in 2013, sending a pencil drawing of the 
Slipper Chapel that he had found amongst the recently deceased 
cousin’s papers. It showed the chapel as it was before Charlotte 
Boyd purchased it from Henry Lee Warner and the Walsingham 
Estate in 1896.  Stephen contacted me as he wished to see the 
drawing, for it showed one of the cottages where his grandmother 
was born. 

 
  
 
As you can see, the 
drawing (Fig 1) shows 
two cottages to the 
North of the Chapel, and 
another attached to the 
East End of the Chapel.  
 
 
 

(Fig 1) 
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The three ladies I wish to introduce to you lived in one of the 
cottages on the north of the Chapel and are listed in the 1871 
Census.   

 
  
They are Mary Ann 
Howard (née Custance, 32), 
the wife of Robert Howard 
(40, a farmer of 13 acres) and 
their daughters Emma 
Blanche Howard (8) 
and Sarah Ann 
Howard only 17-days old. 
(Fig 2).  
 
Their residence is listed as 
Houghton Old Chapel. 
 
 
 
 
 

(Fig 2) 
 

Stephen’s grandmother, Marjorie 
May Harper (née Howard). was born 
in 1880 just before the Howard Family 
moved to Binham. (Fig 3) 
 
The field around the Chapel at this 
time was known as Howard’s Field, 
later it became known as the Slipper 
Chapel Meadow, and now constitutes 
the area known as the Basilica and 
National Shrine Grounds.  
 

 
 

(Fig 3) 
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The 1871 census lists the buildings as ‘Houghton Old Chapel’, the 
1891 Census lists them as ‘Wayside Chapel Cottages’, and the 
1901 Census has a note, ‘New house near wayside chapel for 
Roman Catholic Priest’.  
  
In the National Shrine archives is an undated document that 
seems to be a draft for a pamphlet about the Slipper Chapel, and I 
shall quote from it here: 
 
“On the first of January 1894, the little Chapel of St Catherine at 
Houghton-le-Dale stood forlorn, a miserable sight (Fig 4). 
Externally nothing had been done to restore the fabric for 
centuries: within, squalor reigned and (there was) little to 
suggest that it had been a church.  

 
(Fig 4) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Where the altar had stood, now was a kitchen stove of sorts: the 
iron chimney stack blocking the light: the metal work rusting 
and eating into the stonework.   
 
Each year the nearby brook would overflow over the doorstep, 
bringing mud and yet more filth.   
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For years, together with a pair of rough workmen’s cottages 
which had been tacked onto the north side of the Chapel, the 
place had been used for farm labourers or to re-house vagrants.  
But now it was held to be unfit even for that... Rough usage since 
the chapel had been used as a dwelling house had endangered 
the entire fabric...”  
  
March 10th 1895, Prior Ford of Downside had seen the place and 
had entered into negotiations with Thomas Garner, the Architect 
who employed Rattee and Kett of Cambridge to carry out all the 
work.  
  
“... on 26th June 1896, the Deed of Conveyance was signed and 
at last work could proceed...The two cottages (to the North) 
were at first left as they were separated from the Chapel leaving 
its walls free. However, their condition was so bad that Miss 
Boyd’s intention of having them repaired for a priest's residence 
was impractical... with the result that the excrescences were 
demolished.”  
  
A separate letter in the National Shrine Archives, to Thomas 
Garner from George Kett on March 8th, 1898, says this:  
 
“...There is a considerable quantity of building material on the 
site, which came from the demolition of existing cottages which 
you remember extended all along the North wall of the chapel, 
and also from the cottage which stood at the East End.   
 
If I could have seen you, I would have ventured to suggest that it 
would be far better to build a cottage further from the Chapel, 
this piece is crowded so nearly on, that it detracts considerably, 
as you know, from the Chapel...”  
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This is of course what happened, and the new building is the 
Slipper Chapel Cottage mentioned in the 1910 Census. (Fig 5)  
 

 
(Fig 5) 

 
To return to my meeting with Stephen Harper, he recounted to 
me a recollection of his grandmother saying that the Chapel was 
the farm barn, apart from at Easter when it was cleared to make 
it available for pilgrims. At other times of the year visitors would 
knock at the cottage door asking to see inside the Chapel.   
  
Walsingham and its shrine obviously remained in the folk 
memory of the faithful since the Reformation, throughout the 
penal years, and it was now almost time for the pilgrims to 
return. The First modern-day pilgrimage to Walsingham was on 
August 20th, 1897.  
 
Tim McDonald, Basilica and Shrine Archivist. 
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RADIO MARIA: THE BROADCAST VOICE OF 

WALSINGHAM 

A CHRISTIAN VOICE IN YOUR HOME 

Radio Maria England is a non-profit Christian radio station that 
aims to spread the message of the Gospel through high-quality 
programming. It provides a platform for spiritual growth, 
community, and prayer, serving people of all backgrounds and 
beliefs. Through its broadcasts, Radio Maria England seeks to 
inspire, educate, and connect individuals in their faith journeys. 

Radio Maria England broadcasts live prayers throughout the day, 
including the Liturgy of the Hours, Mass and inviting listeners to 
call in and contribute to the Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet or 
offer their intentions to be prayed for. 

You can listen to Radio Maria England on Digital Radio in 
London, Cambridge and Bristol, online, via Tune-In, by 
downloading our FREE Radio Maria App, and on your Smart-
Speaker: Just say, "Play Radio Maria England". 

Radio Maria England is a charity radio station which depends 
entirely on your support to cover running costs each month. 
(Registered Charity No. 1183783). 
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THE ANNUAL RETREAT 

As Marist Sisters we normally make an annual directed Retreat. 
However, this time we decided to enrol in the Walsingham 
Association Retreat, a first for us! Having heard the theme was 
‘The Annunciation’ we thought this would fit beautifully with our 
Marist Charism. 

However, we were in for such a surprise as although we had 
pondered the Annunciation scene so often, there were aspects 
which were unexplored territory. Fr Gerard Mary in his 
inimitable way, invited us to ponder the role of the various 
characters in these biblical scenes; St. Luke, the Angel Gabriel, 
Zachariah, Elizabeth, John the Baptist, Joseph and of course 
Mary, the chief player! 

We totally immersed ourselves in these reflections and the 
‘pondering’ will continue. Thanks to Fr Gerard’s inspirational and 
challenging input we have lots of new avenues for our continued 
discernment. It will surely take us to Fr Gerard’s return for the 
next Retreat and beyond! 

Meanwhile we continue to minister in England’s Nazareth and 
pray daily that pilgrims will flock to Walsingham so that once 
again this land may be known as Mary’s Dowry. 

With blessings & thanks 

Sisters Marina & Pauline 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Dear Walsingham Association Member, 

Greetings to you from Walsingham! 

I write to you in my capacity as Chair of the Walsingham 
Association with a special request. 

As you will be aware, the Walsingham Association works closely 
with the Shrine, and it is through this relationship, I have been 
approached by the Rector to call upon your support with raising 
funds for the Appeal to refurbish Dowry House, the Shrine’s 
Retreat House. 

Dowry House, as many members will recall, was previously called 
the Sue Ryder Retreat House and tearoom. Built in the late 1400s 
and situated directly opposite the Priory Gatehouse, 47-49 
Walsingham High Street originally served as a hostel for pilgrims. 
Eventually acquired and then donated to the Shrine by a 
generous benefactor and made habitable, Dowry House was 
launched by the Shrine in 2016. It now comprises a chapel, 
cloister, refectory, conference room, garden and 18 bedrooms 
which sleep up to 28 people. 

Seven years since its launch, and being a medieval building, it is 
needing attention. Pressing issues include the following: 

• The roof is in need of weatherproofing, repair, and 
insulation. 

• A number of window-frames are in need of attention. 

• The old bricks along the pavement on the High Street are 
crumbling from the combined effect of salts drawing up 
from the ground and weathering. 

• The ceiling of one of the large downstairs rooms, caused by 
ageing of timbers and woodworm, needs repair. 
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• The chapel and interior spaces need refreshing and 
updating. 

The aim is to bring in a community of religious sisters to run and 
oversee the retreat centre and support the Shrine. Negotiations 
are underway to make this happen in time for the new pilgrimage 
season in 2024. 

The Shrine is seeking to raise £100,000 which will allow the 
undertaking of the building repair issues. It is hoped that these 
essential works are finished in time for the 2024 season. So far 
£5,000 has been collected and a further £30,000 pledged.  

Some Walsingham Association members have already kindly 
made donations. If you can support this initiative, you may do so 
in one of the following ways:  

CHEQUE: Made payable to The Walsingham Association. 
Please write on the reverse of the cheque that the monies are for the 
Dowry House appeal. 
 
BANK TRANSFER: Account Name: The Walsingham 
Association; Sort Code: 20-17-20; Account Number: 6396 3063 
After payment, please send an e-mail to 
enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk saying that you 
have made a donation   
 

CREDIT or DEBIT CARD: By phoning the Walsingham 
Association office on 01328 800953 

Michael Concannon Chair, The Walsingham Association 

 
 

  

mailto:enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk
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NEW DAWN AT WALSINGHAM  

 

1 New Dawn in the Church Walsingham: “One day… this 
field will not be able to hold the people we bring.” Speaking 
prophetically in 1998, Myles Dempsey (founder of the Prince of 
Peace Community and New Dawn in the Church Walsingham), 
looked forward to a time when - the only nation to be given the 
title Dowry of Mary - will return to its Catholic roots and will see 
the fulfilment of the words of Pope Saint Leo XIII: “When 
England returns to Walsingham, Mary will return to England”. 
Year-upon-year since 1987, the Holy Spirit has drawn thousands 
of pilgrims to the ancient Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham for 
‘New Dawn in the Church’, a five-day Catholic Pilgrimage that 
offers an outstanding programme of liturgy, sacraments, prayer, 
praise, worship, teaching, workshops, age-appropriate ministries 
(creche, children and youth), fellowship, community, hospitality 
and more.  
 
Why? To experience the life transforming loving fire of the Holy 
Spirit; for in Jesus Christ’s own words: ‘My Father is working 
still, and I am working.’ (John 5:17) New Dawn 2023: This year, 
the 37th New Dawn took place from Monday 31st July to Friday 
4th August with over 2,000 pilgrims including 600 children and 
young people. Significant numbers of new pilgrims were seen as 
well as many clergy including 7 deacons, 27 priests and 1 bishop. 
As a microcosm of the pilgrim Church, New Dawn is described as 
a ‘Catholic Pilgrimage’ - pilgrimage originating from the Old 
French pelerinage meaning ‘distant journey’ and the Latin 
conferre meaning to ‘bring together’.  
 
Travelling from near and afar, many pilgrims of different 
ethnicities, nationalities, and cultures came together - undeterred 
(though perhaps challenged) by the often-difficult journey, scarce 
accommodation, unpredictable weather, ascetical nature of 
camping, sharing facilities, long days and sacrifices associated 
with a pilgrimage!  
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For the second time in New Dawn’s history, the main programme 
took place within the Shrine’s Basilica, taking its theme from 
Luke 10:42, “there is need of only one thing; Mary has chosen the 
better part, which will not be taken away from her.”  
 
In collaboration with the Shrine team, pilgrims were welcomed 
into the beating heart of the Church - ‘England’s Nazareth’ - for 
nourishment and renewal in the teachings, traditions, and 
practice of the Catholic Faith. Meanwhile, the children’s, youth, 
prayer ministry, social, catering, workshop, and bookshop 
marquee tents were located on the seven-acre farmers field 
opposite the Shrine - offering a hub of joyful friendship and hope.  
 
In recognition of World Youth Day which took place in Lisbon the 
same week as New Dawn, special workshops were held for youth 
and young adults, with a main celebration led by Fr Stan Fortuna, 
a CFR from New York. Indeed, Christian celebration, joy and 
fellowship are at the heart of New Dawn once described by Myles 
in the following words: “For me New Dawn is a foretaste of what 
a charismatic village might be with its own life and identity, 
where people of all ages can relate to each other in love, and 
where the structure facilitates the Kingdom of God and can be 
made visible in the lives of people. It’s an embodiment of the 
vision of Zechariah 8:4-6: ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts: Old men 
and old women shall again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each 
with staff in hand because of their great age. And the streets of 
the city shall be full of boys and girls playing in its streets. Thus 
says the Lord of hosts: Even though it seems impossible to the 
remnant of this people in these days, should it also seem 
impossible to Me, says the Lord of hosts?’” 
 
2 Principal Celebrants: This year, we were blessed by His 
Grace Bishop David Oakley of Northampton Diocese. As Liaison 
Bishop for the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, Bishop Oakley was 
the Principal Celebrant for the transfiguration moment of the 
week - Holy Mass at Walsingham Abbey Grounds, the original 
site for England’s Holy House of Nazareth. Celebrated each year 
on the Wednesday, Bishop Oakley encouraged pilgrims to 
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welcome and embrace - through Our Lady’s help - the pearl of 
great price which is “nothing less than the Cross and the rising of 
Jesus on the third day and the outpouring of the Spirit fifty days 
later.” Preceding this, pilgrims were prepared by a keynote talk 
on Our Lady followed by a Marian Procession along the Holy 
Mile, led by New Dawn’s priests and youth praying the Holy 
Rosary and singing hymns in honour of Our Lady.  
 
The number of adults, children and youth that gathered in the 
Abbey Grounds spoke for itself when one of the team remarked: 
“I have not seen this many people for a long time.” Other 
Principal Celebrants included Fr Joseph Edattu VC from the 
Divine Retreat Centre Ramsgate, Fr Richard Bailey from the 
Manchester Oratory, Fr Cliff Fumbelo a long-time supporter of 
New Dawn from Zambia, Fr Joseph Gulliford from the 
Archdiocese of Southwark, and Fr Joseph Meigh from the 
Diocese of Plymouth - both young recently ordained priests who 
grew up as veterans of New Dawn’s youth and family camp!  
 
Countless pilgrims testified to the powerful homilies preached 
each day; Fr Edattu opening the pilgrimage with a strong 
encouragement that the Catholic Church is a mighty tree 
established by God Himself and that Jesus Christ is our Lord and 
hope - with us until the ends of the age! On Tuesday, the day 
dedicated to the Holy Spirit, Fr Bailey took the liberty in speaking 
about the founder of the Oratorians, St Philip Neri. To the delight 
of the congregation, he described St Philip Neri a “pioneer of the 
Charismatic Renewal”, as the saint who experienced a 
“Pentecost” and “New Dawn” when a ball of fire entered his 
mouth penetrating down into his heart, physically enlarging it 
with the love of the Holy Spirit!  
 
On the Thursday celebrating the witness of the youth, Fr Meigh 
passionately reminded us that “the only thing that matters is 
Jesus, if we can stand unafraid before the Father, it is only 
through Christ - through Him, and with Him, and in Him, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit.” Finally, joined by Gorton’s Sacred Heart 
Gospel Choir, Fr Fumbelo closed the pilgrimage celebrating New 
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Dawn’s Catholicity. With increased attendance from black, Asian, 
traveller and traditional communities, witness was given to the 
diversity and universality of New Dawn. Fr Fumbelo particularly 
spoke of the “example we can learn from the African Church: Joy 
and celebration!” Indeed, Myles had a global vision for New 
Dawn to be ‘a light to the nations’ (Isaiah 42:6), evident in that 
we were also joined by thousands of pilgrims online from 
countries all over the world including Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia, 
Canada, Finland, France, Ireland, Malta, Philippines, Poland, 
Portugal, Sri Lanka, USA and more - not to mention those who 
joined us through the Radio Maria England broadcast! Keynote 
Speakers: Furthermore, we were greatly blessed by the renowned 
international speakers Marino Restrepo, a Columbian Missionary 
from Pilgrims of Love, and Fr James Blount from SOLT 3 
Ministries USA. Nearer to home, we were also joined by excellent 
lay evangelists including Ros Powell, Niall McDonagh, Daniella 
Stephens, Fr Jon Bielawski and Michele Thompson from Genesis 
Mission and Walsingham’s very own Derek Williams.  
 
The highlight of the week came with the visitation of Fr Blount 
for the Wednesday evening Healing Service. Highly sought after, 
over 3,000 pilgrims gathered in the Shrine’s Basilica for an 
evening of God’s glory manifested through powerful preaching - 
accompanied by signs and wonders! (Mark 16:20) With up to 15 
exhibitors (such as Radio Maria England, Mary’s Meals, SPUC, 
Cenacolo, Unbound Ministries and more) as well as 25 
workshops on a rich variety of topics from Gregorian Chant to 
Pro-Life, a School of Preaching to Freedom from Addiction, 
Theology of the Body to a Gospel Choir and more, the programme 
reflected the mandate given to me by Myles before he went to the 
Lord: “Go into the attic and bring out the treasures of the Church 
that have been long since forgotten” so that “the beauty of the 
Church [may] be seen in all Her splendour; the Church with all 
its lights on and all its aspects celebrated – the Charismatic, the 
Liturgical, the Marian, the Eucharistic, the Sacramental, the 
Mystical – and for the whole family to be there.”  
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3 Pilgrims Experience: At the heart of New Dawn is an 
encounter with the Divine Person of Jesus Christ, particularly an 
awakening and enlivening of sacramental grace through the 
prayer for baptism in the Holy Spirit - a charismatic grace 
strongly advocated by the Holy Father Pope Francis, several 
papacies of the last century including Pope Paul VI, Pope John 
Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI and more recently the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith in Iuvenescit Ecclesia. 
 
Both during and after New Dawn, hundreds of pilgrims testified 
to an intense personal encounter with Jesus that set their faith on 
fire and brought healing and renewal to their lives, relationships, 
and families. One pilgrim shared that they “arrived very close to 
empty and breaking point” but “the Lord drew close and restored 
me”. Another shared healing of a sadness carried for thirty years, 
whilst another commented “I can only describe the week as how I 
imagine the Early Church to be, so full of love and the Spirit, 
preaching and healing… it has the Book of Acts written all over 
it!” 
 
Furthermore, several priests remarked on the number and 
sincerity of confessions including one who said: “The greatest joy 
for me was hearing over 15 hours of confessions. I found that 
once one person had approached and asked, a spontaneous 
queue formed!” Indeed, availing of the powerful grace and 
personal spiritual nourishment available in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation is the height of many pilgrims experience at New 
Dawn, often leaving Walsingham healed and transformed.  
As a Christ-centred eucharistic pilgrimage, many pilgrims come 
to New Dawn for the pinnacle event of each day: the Sacrifice and 
Celebration of Holy Mass.  
 
Without fail, every pilgrim gathers for Holy Mass - testament that 
the Eucharist is ‘the source and summit of the Christian life.’ 
(Lumen Gentium 11) The experience of being within a family and 
community of faith, is for most, the highlight of New Dawn - one 
pilgrim sharing that “a man in the procession I spoke to briefly 
was so pleased to be there. Isn't it brilliant he said being part of 
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this. We can talk to anybody because we are of one purpose and 
just look at people's faces - they are beaming!”  
 
4 This familial community of faith was particularly felt in 
this year’s closing Mass when pilgrims of different ethnicities, 
nationalities, and cultures, both young and old, gathered together 
with a common love for Jesus Christ and His Church. 
Furthermore, faith in the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the 
Eucharist is tangible, with many pilgrims remaining outside in 
the Basilica grounds for all-night adoration and spontaneously 
dropping to their knees when Our Lord is transferred across the 
site.  
 
Finally, mention must be given to the anointed and wonderful 
music ministry who served tirelessly, day and night, at every 
session in leading pilgrims to experience the joy, healing, and 
freedom of the Lord who as the Psalmist says, dwells in the 
praises of His people! (Psalm 22:3) All of the above summed up 
in one pilgrim’s experience: “We found the conference hugely 
uplifting. I liked so much, I don't know where to start... all-night 
adoration, the rosary, the masses, the music, talks - all were 
great.  
 
A particular highlight for me though was the healing service with 
Fr James Blount. At that service during the anointing and 
blessing with the relics, it felt like heaven itself had opened and 
graces were pouring down upon all those there. I had never 
attended a charismatic event previously and was some-what 
nervous as to what to expect - I can't speak in tongues - would I 
be excluded? We decided to give it a go though and attended New 
Dawn for my family’s benefit, to grow in the Spirit and encounter 
God personally.” Indeed, many pilgrims leave New Dawn healed, 
transformed, and empowered - desiring to give back and serve 
the Church, emphasising Myles exhortation to: “Love the 
Church!” (2010). 
 
Over the years many have gone away from New Dawn to serve 
their local parish community, often getting involved in mission 
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outreach. This year, many pilgrims have been in touch feeling 
called to volunteer at New Dawn 2024 and in particular several 
families from the travelling community generously stayed on in 
Walsingham to serve and support Our Lady’s Shrine!  
 
5 New Dawn 2024: Made up of over 150 volunteers from 
across the UK, teams include children’s ministry, youth ministry, 
welfare, stewarding, site, catering, family camp, registration, 
audio and visual, music ministry, prayer ministry, liturgy, 
sacristy, prophetic intercession, graphics, marketing and more. 
Excited for next year, the team have been meeting, praying, and 
preparing since September! With a new website on the way - 
registration and information about principal celebrants, keynote 
speakers, workshops and what to expect will be available in the 
New Year.  
 
In the meantime, we are delighted to announce that His Grace 
Bishop David Oakley will be joining us once again and for the 
first time His Excellency Archbishop Miguel Maury Buendia, 
Apostolic Nuncio to Great Britian!  
 

 
Bishop David Oakley 
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To those considering joining us for New Dawn 2024, in Myles’ 
own words, “New Dawn is a gift to the Church for this time.” 
(1995) A gift to “proclaim to the world a NEW DAWN of hope” 
and “to be the watchmen of the morning who announce the 
coming of the sun who is the Risen Christ!” (St Pope John Paul 
II) Thus, ‘The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let him who 
hears say, “Come.” And let him who is thirsty come, let him who 
desires take the water of life without price.’ (Revelation 22:17) 
Come to Walsingham, come to ‘England’s Nazareth’, come and 
experience New Dawn in the Church.  
 
Gary Stephens, New Dawn Walsingham CEO  
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WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION CLOTHING 
A large range of good quality garments, all with the Walsingham Association 

logo, is available by post at very reasonable prices. 
     T-SHIRTS £10.50    POLO SHIRTS £14.50 

BASEBALL CAPS £7.50   SWEATSHIRTS £18.50 
V-NECK SWEATERS £26.50     HOODED JACKETS £18.50 

FLEECE JACKETS £27.50  
Postage & packing included. 

Most items are available in a variety of sizes and colours, and some can be 
personalised with your name. It’s not possible to give all details here, but a 

detailed and clear order form is available.  
To place an order or to request an order form please contact 

Peter Martin, 1, Lilac Wood, King’s Lynn, PE30 3SW. 
Telephone 01553 675 784 or 07737 196 440. 

 

 

THE VIEW FROM THE GARAGE 

 

As this year’s Retreat came to an end, the grateful and happy 
memories of which will last for some time, so too the peak of the 
pilgrim season passed and the autumn shades descended over 
Our Lady’s Shrine. Nothing stays still though. Prayerful devotion 
to Our Lord and His Blessed Mother continues, albeit at a quieter 
volume than the summer. And we now have a new Rector. Things 
do not stop.   
 

I shan’t go into detail about the Retreat – an account of which 
may be read in this edition – but how blessed was the Association 
to be able to engage Fr Gerard Mary as Retreat leader. What a 
wonderful advert too for the Association.   
What about our actual membership numbers? There is still much 
to do but an exciting fact is that the number of new members 
increased by 250% compared to the previous year. This is 
hopefully a sign that the number of pilgrims visiting the Shrine is 
rising. But it also shows how powerful is the message of Our Lady 
of Walsingham throughout the country via the actions of our 
membership. By your witness and by your prayers.   
 



26 

 

I was discussing the nature of pilgrimage with two WA members 
this summer. What and when does a pilgrimage begin and end, 
we wondered? Reading accounts of medieval pilgrimage, such 
as The Canterbury Tales, do we think of the journey or the 
destination? Caminio means track or path. So, the physical 
aspect of the experience is very obvious and important; 
something our own Antonia Moffat shared in the last 
edition. Few of us walk to Walsingham nowadays, yet getting 
here still involves planning, effort and time. For me, before 
joining the Association, pilgrimage definitely meant the “motion 
towards”, the “getting there”.  
 
This interpretation was obviously incomplete. At that moment, Fr 
Michael Rear was happily on hand to explain that pilgrimage is as 
much about what happens and what we do once we get to this 
holy place. Our Lady's own pilgrimage wasn't just her journey to 
Bethlehem. However, one historical question remained. In all the 
stories we read of medieval pilgrimage, we never really hear 
about the pilgrims' journey home. Or do we? Am I missing 
something. I’d love to hear about it.   
 

Post-script: I had a very interesting call from a member who 
told me about a WA cookbook forwarded by none other than 
Norfolk’s own Delia Smith. Do any members still have a copy? Do 
any of you have any favourite recipes?    
 
Richard McNulty, TWA Membership Secretary 
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RECENTLY DEPARTED MEMBERS 

 

TO ALL MEMBERS: Please tell us if you are aware of the death of a Member. 

We would rather hear several times than not at all. It would also be good to be 

able to give a Christian name as well as a surname.  

 

Please remember in your prayers  

all these members of the Walsingham Association  

who have died. 

 

Mrs Pamela Yates William James Caldwell 

Fr Peter Edwards Partick Birch 

Mary Gibbons Catherine Jones 

Peter Burt Alexander Moody 

 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord,  

and may perpetual light shine upon them.  

From the gates of hell deliver their souls, O Lord. 

May they rest in peace. 

 

Masses on the Earth and prayers in Heaven shall aid them at the 
throne of the most highest. 
 
You may wish to have a deceased member of your 
family or other loved one remembered regularly at the 
Shrine.  The Basilica’s Memorial Book is one way to do 
this.  The name of your loved one is entered into the Shrine’s 
Memorial Book and will then be remembered at Mass on the 
28th day of each month and prayed for at the Shrine.  For 
further details visit www.walsingham.org.uk/memorial-
book/ or call the Mass Office on 01328 820 495.  
  

http://www.walsingham.org.uk/memorial-book/
http://www.walsingham.org.uk/memorial-book/
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BOOK REVIEWS 

 

Pilgrim Cat by Di Redmond  
  
Having published well over a hundred children’s books including 
Bob the Builder and Fireman Sam I wanted to write a fun book 
about Our Lady’s shrine at Walsingham, a book that children 
would love, and more importantly make them smile. Pilgrim Cat 
is about a little Kitty who comes to Walsingham on her own 
particular mission which is to find food! Thrown out of the 
Norfolk farm where she was born, Kitty arrives unwittingly at the 
shrine in search of dinner, which she finds in shedloads!  
 
Pilgrims from all over the country regularly bring dishes that are 
synonymous with their culture. Polish sausage, Cromer crab, 
Italian meatballs, prawn curry, pies, puddings, noodles, chips and 
cake. All summer long Kitty lives off the fat of the land but as 
autumn mists descend the food offerings dry up along with the 
pilgrims who all go home. Cold and hungry Kitty takes shelter in 
the Slipper Chapel where she is found by one of the nuns from 
the Community of Our Lady of Walsingham. Kitty is adopted by 
Dowry House, where she lives snug and warm with the kind 
sisters throughout the winter. When the snowdrops bloom in the 
priory gardens the pilgrims return and waiting patiently to 
welcome them back is Kitty, the Pilgrim Cat.  
  
Knowing from experience that I would never get this genre of 
picture book published main-stream I self-published. Working in 
tandem with Alice Ridley an illustrator from Woodbridge I used 
the shrine’s printing company to print Pilgrim Cat. Thanks to 
Zyg Rakowicz and Nick Clovis at the shrine who facilitated this 
for me. Last year I published a further five hundred books, three 
hundred have already sold through the wonderful Epiphany Café 
in Walsingham, run by Bernadette Concannon and her husband, 
the books also sell through the Walsingham Shrine shop. For 
every book that’s sold I make a donation to Our Lady’s Shrine 
and of course pay the distributors.    
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Inspired by this experience I went on to write another picture 
book, this time for the displaced children of Ukraine. After 
working with a remarkable artist, Lilia Martynyuk, who lives and 
paints under siege in her hometown, Zaporizhia in south-east 
Ukraine we published “RUCKSACK” last summer.  Working with 
the London based charity “CHILDREN AND WAR” we have 
distributed the book to Ukrainian hubs across Europe and the 
UK.  It is now used extensively in Ukraine, helping children come 
to terms with loss of home and national identity.   
  
Di Redmond writes for TV and radio. She is presently writing a 
WW2 saga series for Penguins Books. “ENGINE GIRLS” 
publication date is November 2023, available in all major 
bookstores, supermarkets and on-line. 
 
      
MORE ON ‘PILGRIM CAT’. 
On a recent visit to Walsingham, I was enjoying tea and delicious 
cake in the Epiphany Café and I came across a delightful 
children’s book: Pilgrim Cat by Di Redmond. Di is a great lover 
of the shrine and a couple of years ago she and I recorded 
interviews of Pilgrims for Radio Maria in a series called 
“Testimonies from Walsingham”. 
 
Pilgrim Cat is beautifully illustrated by Alice Ridley.  The front 
cover sports a picture of the ruined arch of the original Abbey.  
The story is about a cat who finds her way to Walsingham.  She 
meets the Pilgrims has and is taken in by the ladies in blue. 
Children will love this simple story and all the illustrations will be 
recognized views around the village, the Slipper Chapel and the 
shrine. 
 
I bought a copy for my goddaughter Juliana and her siblings 
Thomas and Anastasia.  As the book says: a kitten finds more 
than sanctuary in Walsingham ancient Slipper Chapel.  She finds 
lots of food and friends who love her. Of course, it is a parable for 
children. Walsingham is like the church in miniature where we 
find sanctuary and Pilgrims are loved by God, by the shrine staff 
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and we learn to love each other. Children who read the story and 
look at the pictures will feel at home and recognise the sights of 
England’s Nazareth. 
 
I am sure Juliana will enjoy this as will your children. Juliana’s 
dad who is a great devotee of Walsingham tells me that Thomas 
began reading the book as soon as my parcel arrived. 
The proceeds from the sale of the book I donated to the shrine. It 
is available from the Epiphany café and the Shrine book. 
 

 

 

Lessons in a Rose Garden. Aidan Nichols O.P. 
published by Gracewing. 
 
One devotion which stands out in our visits to Walsingham is the 
recitation of the Holy Rosary. Isn’t it wonderful walking the Holy 
Mile from the village to the shrine and reciting the mysteries 
where once ran the railway.  If you find the rosary difficult to say 
on your own, you can join in by tuning in to Radio Maria and be 
part of prayer with people from many parts of the country. 
Lessons In a Rose Garden is a book by a great Catholic 
theologian Aidan Nichols O.P. He provides both spiritual and 
theological reflections on all twenty of the Mysteries.   
 
There is something for everyone in this book.  Yes, there is some 
demanding theology, but there is also spiritual reflection we can 
apply to our own lives.  Of course, the Rosary is very important to 
members of the Dominican Order of which Fr Nichols is a 
member.  The constitution of the order says: “this form of praying 
leads us into the contemplation of the mystery of salvation, in 
which the Virgin Mary is intimately united with the work of her 
Son.” The first mysteries were given to us by Saint Dominic 
himself. The wonderful Mysteries of Light were promulgated by 
Pope John Paul II; but I am sure that they were written by Pope 
Benedict when he was Cardinal Ratzinger, as they bring out the 
themes which appear in his Jesus of Nazareth.  And as Pope John 
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Paul said throughout the years of his public life, the mystery of 
Christ reveals itself as a mystery of lights and it is right to have 
Rosary mysteries that filled in the time of his public ministry, 
from the Finding in the Temple to the Agony in the Garden. 
 
I can really recommend this book to deepen faith in the great 
mysteries of salvation celebrated in the Rosary as a way into the 
great doctrines of our faith. 
 
R.P.Tickle 
 

 
 
 
Please note: 
Any views, thoughts, and opinions expressed in the 
content of this magazine are solely those of the author 
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Walsingham Association or the Catholic National Shrine 
of Our Lady at Walsingham.  
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CHRISTMAS READING: JESUS OF NAZARETH  

BY POPE BENEDICT XVI 
 

One of Pope Benedict’s many gifts to the church is his three 
volume Jesus of Nazareth. Many people read and re-read the first 
volume, which are a study of the birth narratives in the Gospels, 
every year. Pope Benedict looks at the Christmas stories from 
both an academic and spiritual perspective. For example, he 
looks at the Star of Bethlehem examining what might have 
caused the phenomenon - a conjunction of two planets, a 
supernova - and goes on to show the spiritual significance of the 
event. How it fulfils ancient prophesies which indicate the 
Kingship of Christ. He sees the journey of the Magi as a 
“fascinating emblem of the inner unrest and search for truth of 
the human spirit.” 

 
Benedict studies the significance of the Virgin Birth and he sees 
the birth of Jesus as not just an event which occurred in the past 
but an event of "unfolding significance."  

 
This was the last of the three volumes of Jesus of Nazareth to be 
completed. Throughout Benedict quotes the views of other 
scholars, not least J.C.Fenton, my New Testament tutor. 

 
A reading of this book will deepen your spiritual understanding 
of the Christmas stories as well as sharing spiritual insight into 
the meaning of Christmas for today.  

 
R.P.Tickle 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR 

 
The Christmas story, apart from its anticipation in the Old 
Testament, begins at the Annunciation. In the traditional 
pilgrimage at the Anglican shrine, people begin their time at the 
beautiful Annunciation Altar for what is known as the First Visit. 
For us converts, that presents us with powerful memories of our 
discovery of Walsingham. 
 
Our Lord’s Incarnation can be said to be the focal point in the 
history of the universe: in which God became incarnate in his 
creation.  We do not need to see this as God’s plan B: coming to 
put right what has gone wrong. Many saints have seen the 
Incarnation as what God intended from eternity - from before 
time. The Incarnation takes place by the action of the Holy Spirit; 
it is God’s initiative in his creation...  
 
From the days of the early church Mary has been called the Mother 
of God: The Theotokos, or God Bearer.  This is not just a 
description of an historical event belonging to the first Christmas; 
neither does it just belong to Mary as an individual.  The Second 
Vatican Council tells us that she is the Mother of the Church. Just 
as she was full of grace, so the church brings God’s grace to us. The 
church is a community of faith, not just an association of people 
with the same beliefs as though it was a club.   
 
The action of the Holy Spirit is not an impersonal force, the 
theologian John Macquarrie tells us that it is personal; Mary could 
have said no to her vocation. Saint Bernard describes how creation 
waited for her response. Her response was a great act of obedience 
and dependence; she is what the church at its most faithful can be.  
Mary co-operated in this great event and so does the church. The 
Second Vatican Council describes the church as a Sacrament to the 
World. 
 
Pope Paul VI wrote: “remember well theologians playing down 
Mary’s place in salvation when suddenly, out of the blue the church 
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announced she was to be to be Mother of the Church.”  Saint Luke 
tells us that Mary showed fear or awe, not because of a lack of 
understanding, according to Pope Benedict, but because of her 
awareness of the presence of God. That she was a virgin is 
important as it emphasises the importance of God’s grace and 
action; he is the true faithful Israel. Pope Benedict said so often the 
work of God is like a mustard seed. Great things can come from 
humble beginnings. 
 
Jesus was God made man, but he expressed that in the world just 
as we express and develop our own being-in-the-world. The 
importance of his childhood and growth in Nazareth shows God’s 
humility and self-emptying for us. His whole life’s work was one of 
sacrifice for humanity.  
 
At England’s Nazareth we can contemplate the Incarnation of 
Christ.  Walsingham is a microcosm of how we express our faith: 
we have the Mass and the sacraments here; we have healing of 
mind and body; we have a development of community as we meet 
our fellow Christians in all their diversity. We can, of course, find 
this in a parish but we have a greater focus here of the greatest 
truth: that God became man so that we could become divine.  We 
are reminded of Christ’s sacrifice; not just the cross as his whole 
life was sacrificial in that he humbled himself and emptied himself 
of his Glory to take it up again in the Resurrection and his 
Ascension into Heaven. 
 
Meditating on the Annunciation, Pope Benedict wrote: “I consider 
it important to focus also on the final sentence of Luke’s 
Annunciation narrative: “And the angel departed from her” (Lk 
1:38). The great hour of Mary’s encounter with God’s messenger—
in which her whole life is changed—comes to an end, and she 
remains there alone, with the task that truly surpasses all human 
capacity. There are no angels standing round her. She must 
continue along the path that leads through many dark moments—
from Joseph’s dismay at her pregnancy to the moment when Jesus 
is said to be out of his mind (cf. Mk 3:21; Jn 10:20), right up to the 
night of the Cross. How often in these situations must Mary have 
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returned inwardly to the hour when God’s angel had spoken to her, 
pondering afresh the greeting: “Rejoice, full of grace!” and the 
consoling words: “Do not be afraid!” The angel departs; her 
mission remains, and with it matures her inner closeness to God, 
a closeness that in her heart she is able to see and touch. 
 
 
G.K Chesterton pointed out that the Incarnation changed human 
nature: “[there]is something defiant in it also; something that 
makes the abrupt bells at midnight sound like the great guns of 
a battle that has just been won.” C.S. Lewis also likened our 
Christian life to a battle in the world. Think of the story of the 
Lion the Witch and Wardrobe. We are participants in this great 
enterprise. Lewis said that prayer was like the secret wireless or 
radio. If you visit Bletchley Park, you will see how vital secret 
radio was in the strategy of the great battle which was the Second 
World War. So, our prayers and participation in the life of the 
church can be our participation in the Great Battle. As well as 
presenting us with a sharing in the death, resurrection and 
Ascension of Jesus, may I suggest that every Mass is a Bethlehem 
where we welcome Our Lord into the world and into our lives. 
Many of us have a sense of homecoming when we come to 
Walsingham, and we often have a sense of lostness at times in 
our daily lives. G.K. Chesterton picks up this idea in his 
Christmas poem. As so often Chesterton points us to an 
experience of joy and contemplating the Incarnation makes us 
optimistic and joyous in our Christian life.  
 
R.P. Tickle 
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From the House of Christmas by G.K.Chesterton 
 
For men are homesick in their homes, 
And strangers under the sun, 
And they lay their heads in a foreign land 
Whenever the day is done. 
Here we have battle and blazing eyes, 
And chance and honor and high surprise, 
But our homes are under miraculous skies 
Where the yule tale was begun. 
 
A Child in a foul stable, 
Where the beasts feed and foam, 
Only where He was homeless 
Are you and I at home; 
We have hands that fashion and heads that know, 
But our hearts we lost – how long ago! 
In a place no chart nor ship can show 
Under the sky’s dome. 
 
This world is wild as an old wives’ tale, 
And strange the plain things are, 
The earth is enough and the air is enough 
For our wonder and our war; 
But our rest is as far as the fire-drake swings 
And our peace is put in impossible things 
Where clashed and thundered unthinkable wings 
Round an incredible star. 
 
To an open house in the evening 
Home shall men come, 
To an older place than Eden 
And a taller town than Rome. 
To the end of the way of the wandering star, 
To the things that cannot be and that are, 
To the place where God was homeless 
And all men are at home. 
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FATHER ED, PILGRIM: WALSINGHAM REVISITED 

Ordinariate Clergy Retreat by Fr Ed Tomlinson. Parish 
Priest of Pembury in Kent. 

A joker once quipped that clergy are like horse manure; spread 
thin they work wonders but clumped together cause a stink! I do 
not know if that is fair criticism, but I do know clergy gatherings 
are beneficial to the life of the Church. When clerics ‘come away 
for a while’ they not only recuperate from the gruelling daily round 
but better reflect that the wood may be seen from the trees; then 
fruitful plans begin to form. Clergy gatherings are also precious 
time for the forging of fraternal bonds and these are vital for clergy 
who might be struggling or for those whose ministry leaves them 
isolated. As much good work goes on in the public house after 
compline as in the daily worship and lectures that punctuate such 
gatherings. And given that Ordinariate clergy are more widely 
dispersed than their diocesan equivalents- the need to come 
together is that much stronger. It was good then for us to gather in 
our spiritual home for an annual gathering that run from 7th – 9th 
November.  

The guest speaker this year was Mr. Tim Guile, a retired teacher 
and member of the English Catholic History Association. In his 
first lecture he spoke on the theme of pilgrimage, an excellent topic 
given the location. The well-informed lecture walked us through 
the importance of pilgrimage sites in pre-reformation England and 
Wales noting how many significant places have sadly since fallen 
into ruin or neglect. He also brought us up to date reflecting wisely 
on how many people in the modern world though now hostile or 
ambivalent to Christian faith nevertheless retain a fascination with 
the notion of pilgrimage. He asked whether we might use this 
interest as an evangelistic platform in the emerging synodal 
church with its emphasis on reaching out to people on the 
peripheries?  
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For his second lecture Tim took the theme ‘Faith of our Mothers: 
Saved by Praying Women’ This lecture, which the curious can find 
on YouTube, noted how vital to recusant life was the courageous 
and inspired determination of Catholic lay women. Under 
Elizabeth I most Catholics only accessed the sacraments thanks to 
these brave women who, at enormous risk, allowed their own 
homes to be used as an underground network for worship. These 
houses of prayer became the main way that the Catholic faith was 
preserved, upheld and passed down. What a great debt we owe 
them.  

As I reflect on the past week in Norfolk, with themes of ex-
Anglicans, inspiring women and the purpose of pilgrimage 
swirling round my head, I am led to consideration of a good 
Norfolk girl, Charlotte Boyd, whose contribution to the faith of this 
land was both unexpected and yet so important. Most readers will 
know well the history of Walsingham from the visions of Lady 
Richeldis to the destruction of the shrine by the thuggish Henry. 
What they may not realise is how central to the restoration of the 
shrine was the contribution of Anglicans. And given that the 
Anglican patrimony is at the heart of the Ordinariate vision those 
of us who are members now have a duty to recall and celebrate 
their lives.  

In 1863 Charlotte Boyd became perhaps the first Anglican to 
develop a deep devotion to Our Lady of Walsingham from within 
the Church of England. Curiosity might have killed the cat but it 
served Miss Boyd well because her unexpected love of Our Lady 
had its origin in a fascination she held with some ruins which made 
up a local barn near where she lived. Digging into local history 
Miss Boyd discovered it had once been a very fine building- no less 
than the Chapel of Saint Catherine of Alexandria, more commonly 
called the "Slipper Chapel," in Walsingham because this was where 
pilgrims left shoes before walking the holy mile barefoot. Rather 
taken with the discovery she soon purchased the dishevelled barn 
and began a work of restoration.  
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Dramatic things happen to Anglicans who explore pre-reformation 
history with integrity and follow the line of thinking to a logical 
conclusion- just ask St John Henry Newman! And thus inspired by 
the Holy Spirit Miss Boyd was soon received into the Holy Catholic 
Church. Might we now view her as a founding member of a future 
Ordinariate? Her restoration of barn and soul complete, Miss Boyd 
then generously transferred ownership of the chapel to Downside 
Abbey. The chapel would become one of only a few pre-
reformation buildings to return to Catholic ownership and in 1934 
it again became the National Catholic Shrine of this land.  

But this is not the end of the story regarding Anglican involvement 
in the restoration of Walsingham. For on the other side of the 
village a group of ‘High Anglicans’ were also growing curious and 
active. Having been inspired by Newman in his Oxford days, they 
were part of a movement that became known as Anglo-
Catholicism. The Anglo-Catholics faced hostility from the wider 
Church of England but grew in part due to a revival of Gothic 
aesthetic. Learning to love again many Catholic practices and 
customs they found spiritual sustenance and began ministering 
heroically amongst the poor and downtrodden. As months turned 
into years they began to restore their parishes via practices once 
banned; the celebration of the Eucharist ad orientem instead of 
North facing, the adoption of chasubles, six altar candles and 
more.   

In the 1920s one of their leading number was the very eccentric 
vicar of Walsingham, Revd Alfred Hope Patten. He worked 
tirelessly to erect a shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham placing it in 
a replica of the Holy House of Nazareth. It would become the 
Anglican Shrine that remains there to this day, some might argue 
with a more authentically Catholic aesthetic than is found in many 
Catholic parishes to this day. By this point, of course, Newman 
himself had converted to Rome realising the ultimately futility of 
attempting to be Catholic without the Pope. He was leading where, 
one day, the Anglo-Catholic group he helped form would be asked, 
via the Ordinariate, to follow.  
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Why share this history with you? Because it helps us view the 
Ordinariate itself not as an isolated part of the modern church but 
as a contextualised body formed on a path of spiritual pilgrimage. 
Might we even be so bold as to ask if God sent Our Lady to appear 
to Richeldis in 1061 with one eye to the future in 2023? Consider 
the timeline. St Mary appears to Richeldis and a place of miracle is 
established at the heart of Catholic England. Then came the wicked 
destruction of the reformation and so much of Catholic England 
was lost as the recusants were driven underground and sustained 
by those wonderful Catholic women. For centuries this oppression 
held and the shrine and England’s faith fell largely into ruin. But 
then God wonderfully begins a work of restoration in the hearts of 
Newman, Boyd and the Hope Pattens of that time, though, alas, he 
never made it to Rome himself.  

Over the following decades God softened a huge number of hard 
protestant hearts who came to love Walsingham dearly. There in 
Hope Patten’s shrine a greater appreciation of Catholic life was 
forged.  There many Anglicans began to question where God might 
be leading? So that in 2010, when Pope Benedict called the 
Ordinariate into life by inviting groups of Anglicans to follow 
where Newman once led- it was mainly associate clergy of the 
Anglican Shrine at Walsingham who took up the offer! Now we 
could follow Newman our founder together, in an act of exodus 
and not escape, safely back into unity with the barque of Peter, 
returning to the rock from which the C of E was once hewn. And at 
the heart of this ecumenical journey was always the prayers offered 
at the altars in Walsingham.  

Today that work continues. An evangelistic call to unity is the 
central vision of the Ordinariate whose clergy gathered merrily in 
Walsingham last week. We work for a day when there are not two 
shrines but one – united under the papacy and restored to a 
founding vision of a united and Catholic England.  
 
Understand then; this was not just any old retreat centre for us. 
Walsingham is our true spiritual home. Hence our co-patrons are 
none other than Our Lady of Walsingham and St JH Newman 
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himself. We belong at the heart of Walsingham because we are 
part of its own pilgrimage story. A story and prophecy no less that 
is centred on the revival of Catholic England and the hope of 
future unity. May our witness inspire others to walk the 
Walsingham way and return to this Catholic England.  
Of your goodness. Pray for us.   
 

 

NEWS FROM THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE BRANCH  

 
On the evening of Tuesday 4th July 2023, the North Staffs 
Walsingham Association held their first Annual Dinner since the 
late spring of 2019. It was good to once more hold what has 
always been a popular event.  
  
For the first time the dinner was held in the Parish Hall of the 
Church of the Sacred Heart, Hanley whose Parish Priest, Father 
Michael Puljic, has always proved a good friend and willing host 
to the Association at the times of our Deceased Members Masses 
and Annual General Meetings. 
  
A lovely two course meal was enjoyed by the near-on thirty 
members who attended, and Chair John Coates remarked in his 
short after dinner address of his delight at the conviviality that 
was so evident amongst everyone. The only downside but 
unavoidable disappointment with regard to the evening, was the 
absence of our faithful Chaplain, Father Julian Green, who by the 
grace of God has made a most welcome and swift recovery from a 
recent health setback and the absence of Father Michael who, like 
seemingly all our clergy of today, was too committed with other 
priestly duties be able to attend. 
 
Please send us news of branch or group activities to: 
robert.tickle@waslinghamassociation.org.uk 
 
 
 

mailto:robert.tickle@waslinghamassociation.org.uk
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ADMIN MATTERS!  

BANKING  

One of the consequences of becoming a registered charity has 
meant that our banking arrangements have had to change 
because of financial regulations. We will continue to bank with 
Barclays Bank but our account number and sort code have 
changed. We have also slimmed-down the number of accounts to 
just one for efficiency’s sake. This will mean that any standing 
orders you might have already set up will need to be changed to 
reflect the new account details. This is for ANY payments that you 
make to the Walsingham Association, both membership and 100s 
Club etc.  

The new account details are as follows:  
SORT CODE   20-17-20   
ACCOUNT NUMBER 63963063  

The new Standing Order form is available online at 
https://www.walsinghamassociation.org.uk. Alternatively, please 
phone the Membership Secretary on 01328 800953 or email 
enquires@walsinghamassociation.org.uk and we will send you a 
form to complete and return.  

As you will all be aware most banks are closing their high street 
branches. This is especially difficult for rural areas like Norfolk. 
In Fakenham, both HSBC and Barclays recently closed their 
branches. With the nearest alternatives in Sheringham and East 
Dereham, access to a branch is a challenge. Where possible, we 
ask that you use online or card payments (preferably not writing 
cheques). This will greatly assist in the way we operate. 
Membership renewal payments may be made online at: 
www.walsinghamassociation.org.uk/donations/walsingham-
association-membership-renewals, or by telephoning the 
Membership Secretary on 01328 800953.  
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GIFT AID  

The Association is registered with HM Revenue and Customs to 
reclaim Gift Aid on Membership Fees and donations (though not 
on 100s club receipts). If you are a UK taxpayer, the Association 
can recover an extra 25% on your gift. A Gift Aid form is available 
on the website at https://walsinghamassociation.org.uk/gift-aid-
it/. Again, if you cannot access this please phone or email the 
Membership Secretary at: 
enquires@walsinghamassociation.org.uk who will send you a 
form to complete and return.  

THE 100s CLUB 

The Association has available spaces if you wish to join. The 
annual payment is £12 for the year ended 30 November. Please 
contact the Membership Secretary (contact details above) if you 
would like to join this fundraising effort.  

CONTACT INFORMATION  

the Association is required to keep membership details up to date 
so please advise the Membership Secretary of any changes. We 
are keen to have up to date email addresses. This is an important 
means of communication and of getting information to you 
quickly. Please confirm your email address to 
enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk together with an up-to-
date telephone number.  

Many thanks for your support in this. 

Cyril Wood, Treasurer   
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CONSECRATION BY ANTONIA MOFFAT 

 

Walsingham as ‘England’s Nazareth’ has a unique and prophetic 
calling to plead with special intensity for the peace of the Holy 
Land and the wider Middle East. Here is the recent Act of 
Consecration of the Holy Land to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
led by Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa - Latin Patriarch of 
Jerusalem (October 29th 2023). 
 
Act of Consecration of the Holy Land to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary O Mary, Mother of God and our Mother, Queen of Palestine 
and of the Holy Land, in this time of trial we turn to you because 
you love and know us: No concern of our hearts is hidden from 
you. Mother of mercy, how often we have experienced your 
watchful care and your peaceful presence! You never cease to 
guide us to Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Yet humanity has strayed 
from that path of peace. It has forgotten the lessons learned from 
the tragedies of the recent past, the sacrifices of the millions who 
fell in wars. By our sins we have broken the heart of our heavenly 
Father, who desires us to be brothers and sisters. Now with 
shame we cry out: Forgive us, Lord! Holy Mother, amid our 
struggles and weaknesses, amid the mystery of iniquity that is 
evil and war, you remind us that God never abandons His people, 
but continues to look upon us with love. He has given you to us 
and made your Immaculate Heart a refuge for the Church and for 
all humanity. We now knock on the door of your heart.  
 
We are your beloved children. We are confident that, in the most 
troubled moments of our history, you will not be deaf to our 
supplication and will come to our aid. That is what you did at 
Cana in Galilee, when you interceded with Jesus. To preserve the 
joy of the wedding feast, you said to him: “They have no wine” 
(Jn 2:3). Now, O Mother, repeat those words, for in our own day 
we have run out of the wine of hope, joy has fled, fraternity has 
faded. We have forgotten our humanity and squandered the gift 
of peace. How greatly we need your maternal help!  
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Queen of the Rosary, make us realize our need to prayer and to 
do penance. Guide the world leaders and those who decide the 
destiny of the nations, so that they decide according to justice and 
truth, and work for the common good. Our Queen and mother, 
show the inhabitants of your homeland the path of fraternity. 
Amid the thunder of weapons, turn our thoughts to peace, and 
our swords into plowshares. May your maternal touch soothe 
those who suffer and flee from the rockets and bombs. May your 
motherly embrace comfort those who are wounded or forced to 
leave their homes, those who have lost their family members, the 
prisoners and those who are lost and captives. Holy Mother of 
God, as you stood beneath the cross, Jesus, seeing the disciple at 
your side, said: “Behold your son” (Jn 19:26). In this way, He 
entrusted each of us to you. To the disciple, and to each of us, he 
said: “Behold, your Mother” (Jn 19:27). Mother Mary, we now 
desire to welcome you into our lives and our history.  
 
At this hour, while the people of the Holy Land turn to you, your 
heart beats with compassion for them and for all the peoples 
decimated by war, hunger, injustice, and poverty. Therefore, 
Mother of God and our Mother, to your Immaculate Heart we 
solemnly entrust and consecrate ourselves, our Church, all 
humanity, the peoples of the Middle East, and especially the 
people of the Holy Land, which belongs to you, since you have 
graced it with your birth, your virtues and your sorrows, and 
from there hast given the Redeemer to the world. Grant that war 
may end, and peace be spread throughout our cities and villages. 
Through your intercession, may the mercy of God be poured out 
on the earth and the gentle rhythm of peace return to mark our 
days. You once trod the streets of our land; lead us now on the 
paths of peace. Amen.   
 
Share Our Lady’s JOY with the praying of the Rosary by 
Antonia Moffat  
 
At the core of Walsingham's spirituality is JOY - to share Our 
Lady's Joy of the Annunciation, when the Angel Gabriel visited 
her, to tell her that she was to be the Mother of God's Son, the 
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Saviour of the World. Our Lady of Walsingham promised: "To all 
in any way distressed or in need that seek me at Walsingham, shall 
be given succour. And there, in this little house, shall be held in 
remembrance the great joy of my 'salutation', when St. Gabriel told 
me that I should become the Mother of God's Son.”  
 
In beholding the great joy of Our Lady’s great ‘salutation’ by the 
angel Gabriel, we are led to reflect upon the profound alliance of 
love between God and the Blessed Virgin Mary which began at the 
Immaculate Conception, and became concretely enthroned with 
Jesus at the Annunciation. At this momentous infusion of grace, 
Jesus’ human Heart began beating in union with the Heart of His 
Immaculate Mother, who gave her full and grace filled Fiat, her 
total Yes to the Lord, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let 
it be done unto me according to thy word.” Lk 1v43  
 
Fr. James Blount, during the 2023 New Dawn Conference in 
Walsingham, reflected on this call for joyful meditation upon the 
Annunciation, and highlighted the importance of praying the Holy 
Rosary with a joyful heart, He said that England needs the Rosary, 
people praying the Rosary strongly in groups, and with great intent 
for the conversion of England and the entire world.  
 
He encouraged us by giving us these thoughtful suggestions on the 
praying of the Rosary … 1. Pray a decade of the Rosary each day 
asking for the grace to be filled with the joy of the Lord. 2. Do this 
before you pray for your family, for the Church, for Russia, for the 
Middle East, China or North Korea! 3. If you pray the Rosary with 
joy, you will pray with greater efficacy and trust. 4. If your Rosary 
is prayed with joy, loving trust and deep faith, imagine the JOY of 
the Hearts of Jesus and Mary! 5. If you pray the Rosary with joy 
and confidence, your prayer soars, and rises with greater strength 
before the throne of God. 6. Joy is the fruit of love! 7. If you love 
Our Blessed Lady and your country - you will pray the Rosary for 
the conversion of peoples.  
 
And finally, he said! 1. If you pray one Rosary amidst a storm, you 
are beginning to swim. 2. If you pray two Rosaries, you are 
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swimming strongly against the current. 3. If you pray three 
Rosaries, you will stand strong against every evil. 4. If you manage 
four Rosaries, - imagine the graces you will obtain for the salvation 
of souls! And finally, I exhort you all …. Our news channels are so 
full of the sufferings of diverse peoples and nations, the horror of 
which is unprecedented. We need to have ever treated recourse to 
the praying of the Holy Rosary. Let this plea not go unheard - for 
the salvation of millions and the peace of the world depends upon 
our prayer! Our Lady of Fatima, in each of the six apparitions to 
Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta pleaded with us to pray the Rosary 
daily for the peace of the world.  
 
Pope Benedict XV in May 1915 addressed the following to all the 
bishops of the world in this powerful address which pre echoed the 
urgent call of Our Lady of Fatima! “Let us raise our prayers, now 
more ardently and frequently than ever, towards Him who holds 
in his hands the fate of the nations, and let us all confidently 
implore the Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary, sweet 
Mother of Jesus and our Mother, that by her powerful 
intercession, she may obtain from her Divine Son the rapid 
cessation of the war and the return of peace and tranquility!”  
 
Our Lady of Walsingham, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary, pray for 
us, pray for the peace of the Holy Land, the Middle East and all the 
world. Sorrowful & Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us. 

 

Walsingham as ‘England’s Nazareth’ has a unique and 
prophetic calling to plead with special intensity for the 

peace of the Holy Land and the wider Middle East. 
 

 



 


