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A MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR:
REVD DR ROBERT BILLING

My dear Members of The Walsingham Association,

I greet each one of you in thanksgiving for the prayerful support
you each offer to the life, work, and mission of the Catholic
National Shrine and Basilica of Our Lady, here at Walsingham! I
am grateful, too, for the kindness of your prayers for me personally
since my appointment last September. It has been a joy to meet so
many of you and to receive your letters and cards at Christmas. I
hope to meet many more of you in 2024. The mission of
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the Walsingham Association continues to be a great source of
strength for the Shrine, and so, please do invite others you know
to join the Walsingham Association!

As I have the honour to lead the Shrine, as Rector, I am pleased to
have with us a new General Manager, Mr Rob Whitwood, building
upon the tireless work of the interim CEO Mr Paul Hewitt, who
now withdraws from this responsibility but has taken up the
temporary role of Special Assistant to the Rector. The General
Manager post replaces the CEO role that Mgr Armitage
inaugurated towards the close of his rectorship. These new
appointments will greatly assist the Shrine with a renewed
momentum towards sound governance, management, and
operations - with the pilgrims and Our Lady of Walsingham placed
right at the centre! Moreover, I am now in regular and direct
contact with every bishop and priest across the country, inviting
each diocese and parish to come on pilgrimage to Walsingham,
especially if they haven’t been before, or for a long time. I know
you will encourage the same locally, as we prepare for the great
Jubilee Year of 2025 — under the banner - Pilgrims of Hope!

We hope that our national Marian Shrine of the Incarnation will
continue to encourage England’s title as the Dowry of Mary, and
to promote the Shrine by bringing to life the message of Our Lady
to Richeldis at Walsingham, “Share my Joy at the Annunciation...
for all who come to this place will find help in their need”. As
members of the Walsingham Association,1 know you will
continue to take seriously your part in joyfully promoting these
two great truths. I also particularly look to your help as I try, with
all the team here, to enhance and beautify the Sacred Liturgy and
the liturgical furnishings of our Shrine Chapels and the physical
improvement of our grounds and facilities in Walsingham.

As you will recall, Pope Leo XIII wrote to the Bishops of England
and Wales those prophetic words: “When England returns to
Walsingham, Our Lady will return to England.” Let us hope that
our prayers and work of Shrine renewal may be the moment when
the words of Pope Leo begin to shape up to some fruition.
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In the challenging times that we face, may Our Lady of
Walsingham guide and prosper her Shrine in the days and months
ahead.

With my blessing and renewed thanks for all your help and
support,

Fr Robert Billing
Rector

Our Lady of Walsingham pray for us.

|

THE ANNUAL RETREAT 2024

The Walsingham Association Retreat will be held from Monday
14th to Thursday 17th October.

It will be taken by Fr Simon Firth
The details of the retreat will be in the Summer edition of the
Magazine. Please also keep your eye on our website for updates
between now and then.

TWA AGM 2024

This year we will be following the same procedures for the AGM as
last year. Voting options will include post, email, and proxy voting.
Members will be sent a notice of the meeting including the annual
statement of accounts, trustees’ annual report and details of
persons standing for election. The details we are required to follow
are specified in our constitution. Failure to follow them exactly,
negates your vote, for example enclosing anything other than the
ballot paper in the envelope or putting your return address on the
envelope.




THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION
Charity number: 1196936

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
WEEKEND 2024

Friday 14t to Sunday 16" June 2024
Booking form

TITLE:
NAME

ADDRESS:

POST CODE:
E-MAIL ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE NUMBER(S):

TWA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER (if known)

PRICES
Friday 14t: Evening Meal. Saturday 15t: Breakfast, packed lunch, pre-
meal welcome drink, three-course dinner with half a bottle wine.
Prices also include tea, coffee & biscuits for the interval of the AGM.
It may be possible to book additional nights.

£158.00 for Standard Accommodation, per person.
£193.00 for En Suite Accommodation, per person.

Please tick your accommodation type
Standard [ ] Ensuite [ ]

A non-refundable deposit equal to at least 50% of the total cost is
required for each booking.
To pay by card please telephone 01328 820 217 (Option 1)
Please make cheques payable to the Walsingham Trust

Please return the form by Monday 10th June 2024 to:
Reservations, The Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place, Walsingham. NR22 6EG



LETTER FOM THE CHAIR

Dear Members,

As I write this, we are beginning to enter the Lenten season in the
Church. Th1s is a great tlme of hope and j joy in the knowledge of
: : & what is to come. This is
something that is reflected
at the moment in the life of
. the Shrine and the village of
Walsingham.

The Christmas season has
not long passed and the
village remains quiet during
this ‘out of season’ period.
: The Shrine currently has a

steady ﬂow of pllgrlms as always The Rector, Fr Billing is leading
the staff teams in preparing for the higher numbers of pilgrims. As
you will have read in the last magazine and will read elsewhere in
this edition, there is a great deal of work going on at the moment
to beautify the Shrine and to ensure that all can be done to enhance
an edifying experience for all the visitors/pilgrims. On behalf of
the Trustees and Members, I would like to thank Fr Billing for his
Leadership in the knowledge that his work is for our benefit and to
the glory of God.

The Trustees would also like to thank TWA members who sent
Christmas cards to the Association. It is lovely to receive them and
know that we are sharing our faith through the liturgical seasons
as one family.

We look forwards to seeing as many of you as possible during the
coming year.

Yours faithfully,

Michael



FROM PAUL HEWITT: THE ASSISTANT TO THE
RECTOR

Helping to Make the Shrine Shine!

Hello everyone! My role as interim Chief Executive for the
Walsingham Trust came to an end on 1t January 2024.
Fortunately, we have been blessed to recruit, Mr Rob Whitwood,
as the new General Manager for the Walsingham Trust, as part of
the restructuring of roles and responsibilities. It has been a
privilege for me to be involved in Rob’s formal Induction, which is
ongoing, as he builds upon his existing knowledge of the Catholic
National Shrine and Basilica of Our Lady, at Walsingham. Rob was
already well known to the staff of the Walsingham Trust through
his previous consultancy role as a project accountant. I am sure we
will hear more from Rob in future editions of the Magazine, as the
Trustees mandate and support the Shrine’s ongoing renewal and
transformation led by the Rector, Fr Billing.

I will be staying on at the Shrine for the foreseeable future as The
Special Assistant to the Rector. In this role, I have responsibility
for various bespoke projects, as determined by Fr Billing. These
include the induction and support of overseas priests and religious
that he as invited and who will arrive, we hope, at the Shrine in the
coming year. It is hoped and expected that three young
Augustinian friars from Nigeria will join us here in September to
serve at the Shrine. They will take up residence at the Shields once
it has been refurbished by the Diocese of East Anglia. We hope to
also welcome soon, into service of the Shrine, two Indian fidei
donum priests and three or four Indian Sisters of the Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament. 1 will say more about these exciting
initiatives, as they develop, in future editions of this Magazine.

In the winter months, we have fewer pilgrims coming on
pilgrimage to Walsingham and so this gives us the opportunity to
focus on important repairs, maintenance, and refurbishment. Our
priority, for this winter period, is to make the Shrine shine, in
preparation for the many pilgrims who will come to us in the new
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season of 2024. Consequently, Fr Billing has laid out a programme
of upgrading and beautifying the chapels of the Shrine, as reflected
in his own message in this Magazine.

If you watch the Shrine Pilgrim Mass online or attend the Pilgrim
Mass in person, since last September, you may have noticed the
introduction of new solid Romanesque brass candlesticks [loaned
to the Shrine from the Parish of the Guardian Angels in Blackpool].
New sanctuary lamps will be soon installed [thanks to the
generous donation of Walsingham Association member, Amy
Bastiampillai] which will honour the presence of the Blessed
Sacrament in the Chapel of Reconciliation. The Shrine is now
using mostly liquid wax candles, which we do hope might
still be paid for by the generosity of individual donors.

Moreover, we have listened carefully to the feedback received from
donors who prefer to see what their donation is funding.
Consequently, further liturgical uplifts are being planned to
include some bespoke new altar frontals [photos of similar
Frontals appear on the next few pages] which will solemnise and
beautify the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. I am pleased to let you
know that the Walsingham Association have very generously paid
for these Frontals, through central funds. We are so very grateful!
These Frontals will be a stunning aide to the overall appearance of
the sanctuary in the Chapel of Reconciliation.






In the coming months we will be seeking to purchase the
tabernacle veils and lectern falls that will match these
Frontals. Fr Billing has set up a special fund for this purpose. As a
Walsingham Association member myself, I will be certainly
contributing to this special fund so that I can remember my
blessed time in Walsingham, whenever I see Mass being celebrated
at the Shrine online, or as a Pilgrim attending Mass in-person.

During the pandemic we had to reduce the number of
confessionals in the Chapel of Reconciliation due to social
distancing requirements. In January 2024 we have now
completely refurbished these Confessionals and restored them
back to their original four, with appropriate grills and curtains.
This will enable the Sacrament of Reconciliation to be celebrated
with proper dignity going forward.

There will be other concrete developments to our Shrine chapels
and grounds over the coming months, which I will be able to share
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with you in future magazines. We certainly rely on your generous
support with these projects as they unfold.

Meanwhile, I will be continuing my own formation for the
Permanent Diaconate, alongside my role as Special Assistant to
the Rector. I am privileged to serve at the Shrine during this time
leading up to my diaconal ordination, which, God willing, will take
place at Westminster Cathedral on Saturday 6t July at 10.30am. I
will continue to pray for the success and strengthening of the
Walsingham Association, as the key partner to the Walsingham
Trust and the Shrine. I am proud to be a member, and I look
forward to staying in touch with you through this Magazine.

Our Lady of Walsingham pray for us.

Mr Paul Hewitt
Special Assistant to the Rector
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FROM THE EDITOR

Dear Members,

I am pleased to have had my first visit to Walsingham this year,
meeting with TWA Board of Trustees.

On the Saturday it was fine and we were welcomed by the Rector
at the noon Mass. The Norfolk countryside looked lovely in the
Sun, but the Sunday was cold and wet. It was good to chat to fellow
pilgrims including the lovely Tamil families on the Sunday. Their
love for Our Lady drew them from Bristol, Sheffield, Kent and East
London. I always find the joy of fellow pilgrims to be infectious. It
was also good to pray for the intentions of people I know including
twins born ten weeks premature, the children of friends.

There is much negativity and pessimism in the minds of some
Christians, including Catholics, on social media. I try to counter
this and am not always thanked for it; but Easter tells us that there
is much to be thankful for and optimistic about, in our faith. You
see the joy of New Dawn, the vibrancy of the Dowry of Mary
Walsingham pilgrimage in the church on earth. Supremely though,
we are an Easter People and the Resurrection is the source of our
hope. This is not to dismiss the difficulties we have in our lives,
nor the sadnesses, suffering and tragedies we see in the world.

“In his homily during the Easter Vigil, Pope Benedict spoke of the

fundamental goodness of creation; of matter; of Being itself. Just
as in the beginning God said, ‘Let there be light!’ so again He says
on Easter morning, ‘Let there be light!’ - the resurrection of Christ
— ‘God's new day’. The Holy Father also spoke of the profound
symbolism in the Paschal Candle: ‘It is sacrificial. . . It gives light
by giving up itself.” So too does Christ give light to the world by
his self-sacrifice.” (Sebastian Gomes, 2012).

The Eucharistic prayers of the Mass all make clear that the
Eucharist makes present the Death, Resurrection and Ascension
of Jesus. Yes, the Mass makes present Calvary, but that is not
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enough; it also makes present the empty tomb and Jesus’
appearance to the Disciples. It is the Risen Lord we receive in Holy
Communion.

To quote Chesterton:

“God raised Jesus from the dead!” This was the
fundamental and unalterable testimony of those who had
physically seen Jesus dead and then alive again. The historical
fact of Jesus resurrection is the ground and basis of all true love,
hope, and joy; for if Jesus is still in the grave then all of humanity
will remain in the grave too. But he is not in the grave, and this
makes all the difference. Now those who put their hope in Jesus
may find their way into a fullness of joy: partially in this world;
fully in the next. May praise to God and joy in Jesus be the main
thing in your Easter. He is risen indeed!

Man is more himself, man is more manlike, when joy is the
fundamental thing in him, and grief the superficial. Melancholy
should be an innocent interlude, a tender and fugitive frame of
mind; praise should be the permanent pulsation of the
soul. Pessimism is at best an emotional half-holiday; joy is the
uproarious labour by which all things live...The sceptic may truly
be said to be topsy-turvy; for his feet are dancing upwards in idle
ecstasies, while his brain is in the abyss. To the modern man the
heavens are actually below the earth. The explanation is simple;
he is standing on his head; which is a very weak pedestal to stand
on. But when he has found his feet again, he knows it.”

On behalf of all the trustees I wish you a very happy Easter season
and I hope you will come, if you can, on a journey to the
Walsingham Way during 2024.

Robert Tickle
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EWTN ROSARY BOOKLET

In the last edition I recommended Fr Aidan Nichol’s excellent book
Lessons from a Rose Garden. 1t is theological and profound but
would not suit everybody. Most readers of the Walsingham
Association magazine will be familiar with the rosary but might
like a short booklet to help them meditate. EWTN which has an
article in this edition have produced such a book. It includes a
guide to how to say the Rosary so it would be a useful help for
friends who ask about how one goes about using the Rosary. For
each mystery there is a quotation from the Gospels with comments
and meditation.

The first page takes us back to the Annunciation - to Mary’s “yes”
to the Archangel Gabriel. The introduction says “Our Lady invites
us to come to Walsingham to celebrate the Incarnation of her
Divine Son. It was she herself who requested of Lady Richeldis, in
1061, that a shrine be built at Walsingham for this purpose.”

This a good and straightforward introduction to the rosary which
you can give to others It is free but you can send a small donation
if you wish and it can be obtained from: EWTN Great Britain, 15
High Street, Walsingham, Norfolk, NR22 6BY. Telephone: 0208

3502542.
RPT




EWTN TELEVISION AT WALSINGHAM

On Thu, 15 Feb 2024, Norman Servais wrote:

St Clare Media (EWTN Great Britain) is located in the heart of the
village of Little Walsingham in the historic Friday Market Place
and extends onto the High Street.

Founded in 2017, the
studio functions as a
production hub for TV
and radio content
across Great Britain as
well as to promote the
EWTN global network.
The studio also works
closely with the Catholic
National Shrine and
Basilica of Our Lady and
; ¢ “88 live-streams Masses and
devotions from the Basilica from Monday to Saturday on Facebook
and YouTube.

In addition, the studio has been responsible for a number of shows
and documentaries centred around Walsingham and the people
who visit this historic centre of pilgrimage. Examples of this
include the TV series "Walsingham Stories", "Lenten Reflections"
(filmed in the Slipper Chapel) and the recently produced
documentary "The Mystery of Walsingham - Our Lady's Holy
House foundation” (Available on YouTube via the following link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qv55Txa3R84). The latter
will form part of a series of programmes, currently under
production, telling the story of Walsingham from its very
beginning.

The Blessed Virgin Mary plays a pivotal role in Catholic
evangelization, embodying the epitome of faith and obedience to
God's will. Her acceptance to bear the Christ Child, depicted in the
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Annunciation, symbolizes her integral role in salvation history and
serves as a model of faith and evangelization for Catholics. This
deep reverence for Mary is manifested in the devotion at the
Catholic National Shrine in Walsingham, also known as
"England's Nazareth." Pilgrims have journeyed to Walsingham
since the 11th century and it has becomea beacon of
evangelization, where Mary's example inspires visitors to live out
their faith more fully, embracing her as their mother and guide in
their journey toward God.

Getting your home connected to EWTN’s free Global Catholic
Television and Radio is straight forward. Perhaps the easiest
method of receiving EWTN is via our website at
https://ewtn.co.uk. We are available on both Sky (subscription)
and Sky Freesat (no subscription) as well as Amazon Fire TV and
Roku. You can connect to EWTN in your car or on the move with
your mobile device or download radio show broadcasts from our
website for offline listening. Another popular method is to
download the EWTN mobile app from the Apple or Google app
store.

We warmly welcome pilgrims to visit our studio, sample our
programming and programme guide and to take free copies of
a new booklet we have produced on what Our Lady asks of us in
these times.

Norman Servais

Head of Television and Radio Production
St Clare Media (EWTN GB) Ltd.

15 High Street, Walsingham, NR226BY
norman@ewtn.co.uk

Mobile: +44 (0) 78 18515640
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NATIONAL DRAW

My name is Steve Mills, and | have become the promoter of the National
Draw for The Walsingham Association (TWA). David Chapman, my
predecessor, did a sterling job over many years with this vitally important
event for TWA and the Shrine itself. Last year we raised over £10,000,
which was marvellous. We thank all those who purchased tickets.

Once again, we have some terrific prizes available this year ...

Ry sares Charty st 1196436 000001
Promoter MY S M, Blgnm Bureaw, 7 icyy Market PMace, WaldnghamNR 22 468G

SUPPORT OF THE NATIONAL SHRINE

1st Prize: 2 Nights for TWO full-board & ensuite at Elmham
House + £100 travel

2nd Prize: £100 gift voucher 3rd Prize £50 gift voucher

(for use in the Catholic National Shrine Shop*)
OTHER PRIZES: THREE TWA Indivi dusl or Family memberships (for 2025) THREE £30 cash prizes (by chegue)

Draw will 1ake place on 16th November 2024 nchs
North Noedolk OC SSL05) *500 Our webate for detls P ps Swalgngham B s00atonor g k/nd2(24) EACH

Don’t forget you can request books, which can be sold in your local
parish, but please check with your Parish Priest first! Please return all
money and stubs to the address shown on the tickets. If you prefer to
send a cheque, then make this payable to “The Walsingham Association’.

Draw tickets are available online on the Association website at:
https://walsinghamassociation.org.uk/nd2024/ and at the Shrine from the
Shop or TWA Office. If you need tickets or have any queries, then
Richard, TWA Membership Secretary, will be able to help, you can
contact him at: enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk.

The Trustees of TWA thank you in advance for any purchases you make,
which is in support of the National Shrine to Our Lady of Walsingham, a
very worthy cause indeed.

Wishing everyone much luck with the draw!
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REPORT FROM SOUTH SHIELDS BRANCH

We recently received a letter from Helen Stephenson of the South
Shields Branch:

Brother Joseph Carrol OH died, aged 101, in June 2023 at the
Sacred Heart Residence of the Little Sisters in Dublin. Br Joe was
an original member of the Leeds Diocese’s cross carriers on the
1948 Pilgrimage and his name is in the 50th Anniversary Book
which has recently been on display at Walsingham.

I first met Br Joe when the order moved into our parish. When he
found out about our annual pilgrimage, he asked to join us. He had
never been since 1948 and was amazed that the original crosses
were still standing.

Br Joseph Carrol
: OH at the 13th
* Cross — the one

;‘\.

®a¢ he helped carry
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He told me it was on that pilgrimage that he received his vocation.
He came on pilgrimage with us every year, even after he had moved
parishes. We used to pick him up at Kings Lynn station and bring
him to Walsingham. Br Joe and I remained friends and we
regularly corresponded over the years.

Br Joe with the 50th Anniversary group in 1998 — Joe is in the
bright checked jumper (7th from the left)
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REPORT FROM SOUTH LEICESTERSHIRE GROUP

I am very pleased to have a report from this new group of the
Association. They even have their own Facebook page. Please do
send reports from other groups for the Summer edition. I have
already been promised one from another new group in London.

RPT

The Walsingham Association in South Leicestershire
Earlier this year a group of parishioners from St Mary’s, Husbands
Bosworth in South Leicestershire started praying together during
the week in devotion to Our Lady of Walsingham. The Church is
under the care of The Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of
Walsingham and so it is very appropriate that we are now seeking
for them to become a local group of the Walsingham Association
and invite other Catholics to join.

We are in the very early stages of development but there is a deep
desire to see things develop and there is already talk of arranging
a pilgrimage to the shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham in the near
future. Founding a group of the Association is part of our strategy
for growth and Evangelisation in our community.

The Ordinariate in Leicestershire

Since the erection of the Ordinariate, the Leicestershire Group had
not had a permanent home and had mostly met for a midweek
Mass in the Catholic Church of St Joseph in Monks Kirby where I
was Parish Priest. In 2021 we learned that the Diocese of
Nottingham had decided to no longer celebrate Mass in St Mary’s
Church, which had been a place where Mass had continuously
been celebrated since the Reformation. This was a great sadness to
the family at Bosworth Hall as well as to the wider Catholic
community, who regarded St Mary’s as the mother church of South
Leicestershire. After Easter 2021 approaches were made to the
family to see if we could use St Mary’s to celebrate Mass according
to Divine Worship (The Ordinariate Liturgy) and see St Mary’s re-
open as a Catholic centre for the whole area. The family and
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trustees agreed and since then St Mary’s has once more become a
vibrant community.

The Present St Mary’s Church

St Mary’s is a real gem and very rare in that it has been completely
unaltered since it was built in 1873 by Sir Francis Fortescue-
Turville, the then owner of Bosworth Hall. The Church was
designed by Gilbert Blount, and has particularly fine wall paintings
by W.H.Romaine-Walker. Many of the windows are by Hardman
of Birmingham. The sanctuary is a particularly fine focus for our
worship and suits the liturgy of the Ordinariate.

Following the moving of the Ordinariate to St Mary’s we have
obtained a statue of Our Lady of Walsingham which has been
placed in a significant place in the Church and has become a focus
of prayer in our community and our fledgling Walsingham
Association group. The Church is open for Mass at least three
times each week and we welcome visitors. We aim to develop a
daily Mass in the future.

Blessed Adrian Fortesque

On 8th July each year we have the joy of celebrating the feast day
of Blessed Adrian Fortesque. Nobody is certain whether he ever
visited Husbands Bosworth but he was a relation to the family who
live at Bosworth Hall. Today his Breviary, annotated with his own
handwriting is kept at Bosworth and is placed on the High Altar
during Mass on the Sunday nearest his feast day.

Adrian Fortescue was born around 1480, the son of Sir John
Fortescue of Punsborne, Hertfordshire. He was made a Knight of
the Bath in 1503 and was high in the favour of King Henry VIII,
taking part in the Wars of England against France in 1513 and
1523. As a cousin of Anne Boleyn, he was present when she was
crowned as Queen in 1533. Sir Adrian was twice married and had
seven children. In 1539 he was attainted of High Treason without
trial, by an Act of Parliament. He was beheaded on Tower Hill, on
Wednesday 9 July 1539. Leo XIII declared him Blessed on 13 May

1895.
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Our Community today
The Ordinariate’s first Sunday was deliberately low key at St

Mary’s and we only had a congregation of around ten people who
were a mixture of Ordinariate people and local Catholics. It took a
while for people to get used to the Ordinariate’s distinctive liturgy
and it was not for everybody. With small beginnings we persevered
in faith and slowly the congregation has grown and now on most
Sundays we have a full church. People travel some distance to
Mass in addition to a committed local contingent. One person
travels twice monthly from Lincolnshire to be with us.

Today we have a very cohesive community who are committed to
see the church flourish and we have been able to have a number of
initiatives to reach out into the local villages. We have a presence
in the local village school and care home. In 2024 we are hoping to
move to two Masses on Sunday and the midweek programme is
developing.

St Mary’s is well worth a visit and with its history is worthy of being
considered a place of pilgrimage. Details of Mass times etc can be
found at www.husbandsbosworthcatholic.org.uk.

WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION CLOTHING
A large range of good quality garments, all with the Walsingham Association

logo, is available by post at very reasonable prices.
T-SHIRTS £10.50 POLO SHIRTS £14.50
BASEBALL CAPS £7.50 SWEATSHIRTS £18.50
V-NECK SWEATERS £26.50 HOODED JACKETS £18.50
FLEECE JACKETS £27.50
Postage & packing included.

Most items are available in a variety of sizes and colours, and some can be
personalised with your name. It’s not possible to give all details here, but a
detailed and clear order form is available.

To place an order or to request an order form please contact
Peter Martin, 1, Lilac Wood, King’s Lynn, PE30 3SW.
Telephone 01553 675 784 or 07737 196 440.
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NEW READERS START HERE!

If you are reading this Magazine but are NOT
a member, please consider joining.
The reasons are below and there is a form on the next page so you
can remove the entire page without destroying the Magazine.

THE WALSINGHAM a4
ASSOCIATION m
Uniting those who love Our Lady of Walsingham

Supporting the National Shrine and Basilica
PI'OIIlOtil’lg pilgrimage to England’s National Shrine

OUR MEMBERS...

e spread devotion to Our Lady
e receive regular Magazines
e share in the spirituality
of Walsingham
e join or share in pilgrimages,
retreats and meetings

e are remembered in the daily

Shrine Masses
e support and promote the Shrine
e unite with others in prayer

The Walsingham Association
Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place,
Walsingham, Norfolk NR22 6EG
Telephone: 01328 800 953
enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk
www.walsinghamassociation.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1196936
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THE WALSINGHAM %
ASSOCIATION W

To join THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION...
1.BY BANK TRANSFER: (The preferred and cheapest way.)
Account Name: The Walsingham Association
Sort Code: 20-17-20; Account Number: 6396 3063
Please use your name and SUB as reference.

After payment, please send an e-mail to
enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk
saying that you have paid a membership fee and supplying your
name and address. A membership card will then be sent to you.

2. PAYING BY PHONE: Phone 01328 800 953 during office
hours. Have your payment card ready.

3. PAYING BY CHEQUE: Please complete this form and
return it to the address shown overleaf.

Title: | Christian Name(s): Surname:

Address and Post Code:

E-mail:

Telephone(s):

Please make the cheque payable to “The Walsingham
Association”, put TWA and your name and address on the
back and send it with this form to our address on the
previous page.

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP
Rates for 2024:
Individual £20; Non-UK Resident £35;
Family (living at one address) £30
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THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION

HUNDREDS CLUB
Charity number: 1196936

JOIN, OR RENEW, MEMBERSHIP FOR 2024

I wish to apply for membership or renew my membership (please delete)
of The Walsingham Association Hundreds Club.

TITLE:

NAME

ADDRESS:

POST CODE:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE NUMBER(S):

100S CLUB MEMBERSHIP NUMBER (if known)

. Payment may be by Standing Order, Cheque, Bank Transfer (TO THE
ACCOUNT DETAILS BELOW) or Postal Order (PO Fee £1.50 on cheques cost
TWA 55p to clear.)

. The annual fee for a single number is £12, but you may hold as many numbers
as you wish. (For more than one number, simply multiply the amounts by the
number of holdings you want. Amend the Standing Order form as required.)

. The Membership Year runs annually from 1st December to the following
November.
o Your details are confidential to TWA and will not be shared.

PAYMENT BY STANDING ORDER & bank details for bank transfer:

YOUR BANK NAME:

BANK ADDRESS:

BANK SORT CODE:

YOUR ACCOUNT NO:

(Office to complete) QUOTING MEMBERSHIP NUMBER:

Please pay the sum of £12.00 (twelve pounds) to “The Walsingham Association”.
Barclays Bank Account No 63963063 Sort Code 20-17-20 now, and then annually on
December 1st until further notice and debit my account.

Signed: Date:
Please return this form to the Pilgrim Bureau, NOT to your bank.

PAYMENT BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER:

Cheques or postal orders should be made out to “The Walsingham Association”, be
accompanied by this form and sent or handed in to: The Walsingham Association,
Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place, Walsingham, NR22 6EG

Tel: 01328 800 953 E-mail: enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk
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AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED

I have included news from this charity as it is doing vital work
where the church is in difficulty, notably in Ukraine.
RPT

Helping the suffering Church around the world with
Our Lady’s intercession

On my way to Ukraine with Catholic Charity Aid to the Church in
Need (ACN), I visited a Greek Catholic Marian shrine in Klokocov,
a village in present-day Slovakia. In 1670, while armed Calvinist
insurgents were approaching, the locals took refuge inside the
small wooden church at the centre of the village. As they were
praying for the protection of the Virgin Mary, an icon of the
Blessed Mother and the Child Jesus began shedding tears.

The insurgents stormed the church and went on to destroy all the
sacred objects inside. The weeping icon enraged them, and one of
the soldiers pierced it with his bayonet. The tears continued to flow
more and more profusely. A villager managed to save the painting
by heroically picking it up and running with it to a nearby forest.
— » mm ACN funded the
y . construction of
the present-day
» pilgrimage site in
| Klokoc¢ov. The
| icon ondisplay at
the shrine today
is a copy -
nobody knows
what happened
to the original
after exchanging
hands multiple
-l T W times — but it is
nd immensely moving, nonetheless.

J

gy A 1 L)
stunningly beautiful
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The Weeping Icon was crowned in 1948 to honour its existing
veneration. From the following year onwards, the pilgrimage was
forbidden by the Communist authorities for several decades. From
1950 until 1968, the Greek Catholic Church was banned in
Czechoslovakia. Indeed, out of all Eastern Bloc countries,
Czechoslovakia was one of those where the Catholic Church
suffered the worst persecution.

ACN’s original mission was assisting refugees fleeing Communist
Eastern Europe, many of whom were Catholic. It was founded in
1947 by Dutch priest Father Werenfried van Straaten on Pope Pius
XII's request. In 1952, it began new initiatives to support the
persecuted Church behind the Iron Curtain by helping to renovate
churches, training priests and funding radio broadcasts. ACN now
has offices in 23 countries, including the UK.

During my trip to Ukraine late last year, I was reminded of this
region’s sad history when witnessing the enormous suffering they
are experiencing today. The population is “exhausted” and
“traumatised”, with no end in sight to the fighting, according to
Major Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk, the head of the Ukrainian
Greek Catholic Church. The major archbishop fears the world may
be forgetting about Ukraine when help is needed more than ever.

I also had the opportunity to observe the Church’s desperate
attempts to relieve the pain. The Greek and Roman Catholic
dioceses I visited in western Ukraine are all working tirelessly to
provide both physical shelter for internally displaced people
(IDPs) and spiritual support for veterans, children and others
scarred by the war.

ACN has supported pastoral programmes and counselling for
traumatised children and their families, as well as essential repairs
for damaged Church buildings. The charity has also provided
generators and heating systems to help people keep warm amid
ongoing attacks against the country’s energy infrastructure. Other
projects have included emergency aid for clergy and religious
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caring for IDPs and Mass stipends for priests with no other source
of income.

Besides Ukraine, the majority of ACN’s priority countries and
regions are located in Africa and Asia — including Nigeria, the
Sahel region, Pakistan, Iraq, Syria and the Holy Land. The charity
launched its first aid programmes on these continents in the early
1960s.

Mass displacement is on the rise throughout Africa as a result of
Jihadist activity. For instance, in Burkina Faso in the Sahel region,
two million people have been forced to leave their homes, which is
nearly 10 percent of the country’s population. In Mozambique one
million and in the Democratic Republic of Congo 700,000 people
are displaced.

In Nigeria — Africa’s most populous country — attacks by extremist
groups happen on a weekly, if not daily, basis. On Christmas Eve
2023, a particularly shocking wave of violence took place in
Plateau State when Fulani militants massacred more than 300
people and injured hundreds more. It was a coordinated series of
attacks, with gunmen storming dozens of Christian villages and
shooting at residents indiscriminately. The armed groups also
burnt down entire villages and destroyed multiple farms and food
barns, aggravating an existing food crisis. Many thousands were
displaced, having lost their homes and all their belongings.

A few weeks after the attacks, I spoke to Father Andrew Dewan
who has been looking after more than 220 survivors at St Thomas’s
Catholic Church in the town of Bokkos. He told me that there were
up to 16 IDP camps in Bokkos alone, mostly within Church
premises.

Father Andrew poignantly explained: “In situations like this,

people often rush to churches, rather than to police stations,
because they don’t have confidence in government institutions.”
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He stressed that people were not feeling safe, with “the same old
members of the security forces patrolling occasionally who did not
fire a bullet during the attacks”. He added: “We have heard of some
arrests but no prosecution, much to the frustration of survivors
and victims’ families.”

Bishop Oliver Dashe Doeme of Maiduguri Diocese said that,
despite the unprecedented hardship and insecurity Nigerian
Christians are experiencing, they strongly believe that “God has
not and will never abandon us”. He highlighted the importance of
turning to our mother Mary, convinced that “victory will surely be
won through her prayers for her children”.

In 2014, Bishop Oliver received a vision in which Jesus appeared
at the right side of the altar in his chapel where he was praying the
Rosary for the hundreds of schoolgirls who had been kidnapped by
the Islamist militant group Boko Haram. He saw Jesus offering
him a sword, which turned into a Rosary when he took it. Jesus
said “Boko Haram is gone” three times before the vision
ended. Ten years ago, at the height of its power, Boko Haram
controlled about 20,000 square miles in northern Nigeria but has
since lost most of that territory.
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Bishop Oliver said that he encourages all Christians facing
persecution “to remain steadfast in praying the Rosary”. He
concluded: “Mother Mary will continue to win victory over our
persecutors for us.”

ACN was consecrated to Our Lady of Fatima in 1966, and we seek
her intercession every day. Please join your prayers with ours and
those of our suffering brothers and sisters around the globe.

BEQUESTS TO THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION ‘

Forms of words for making a Bequest in favour of The
Walsingham Association in your Will:

I GIVE to THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION, Registered
Charity 1196936, whose registered office is The Pilgrim Bureau,
Friday Market Place, Walsingham, NR22 6 EG the sum of

pounds (to be applied for the purpose of) and I DIRECT
that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer of THE
WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION shall be good and sufficient
discharge to my Executor.

Or

I GIVE the residue of my estate to THE WALSINGHAM
ASSOCIATION, Registered Charity 1196936, whose registered
office is The Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place, Walsingham,
NR22 6EG and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or
other proper officer of THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION shall
be good and sufficient discharge to my Executor.
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RECENTLY DEPARTED MEMBERS

TO ALL MEMBERS: Please tell us if you are aware of the death of a Member.
We would rather hear several times than not at all. It would also be good to be
able to give a Christian name as well as a surname.

Please remember in your prayers
all these members of The Walsingham Association
who have died.

Dorothy Lee Very Rev CP Chavasse
Maureen Fitzmaurice Austin Coote
Gertrude Hilton William Gallagher
Patricia Sammon Valerie Mills
Mary Jervis Jean Green
lan O'Hara Mary Baggaley
Francis Holland Brother Joseph Carroll OH
Mrs Jane Horscroft Mary Cosgrove
Mary Shackleton

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord,
and may perpetual light shine upon them.
From the gates of hell deliver their souls, O Lord.
May they rest in peace.
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Mary Jervis RIP|

It was with much sadness that members
of the North Staffordshire Walsingham
Association heard of the death of loyal
and popular member Mary Jervis. She
passed away peacefully on 22nd
1 December 2023 aged 67 with her
. husband Roy at her side.

Mary had been devoted to Our Lady
from childhood and was a founder
member of the North Staffordshire
Branch of the Walsingham Association
when it started more than 20 years ago.
She was a driving force in its formation
and an inspiration to many as she
' battled her illnesses with fortitude and a
. smile. Mary did not allow her disability
to define her and was always more
concerned about others than herself. She
held the position as Treasurer until
March 2017 when she resigned due to ill
health. She was supported in her work
by her husband whose help she always
acknowledged.

" Mary enjoyed her visits to Walsingham
very much whether it was the Birmingham Diocesan Pilgrimage or
NSWA Annual Four Day Pilgrimage. The photograph shows Mary
on her last visit to Walsingham in 2016 when she was so proud to
be asked to carry the cross as we walked from Elmham House to
the Basilica.

Many members of NSWA were at Mary’s funeral at English
Martyrs Church, Biddulph, Stoke-on-Trent. Father Julian Green,
who celebrated the funeral, said that Mary was a person who drew
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people to her. This was evident from the number of family and
friends who attended. The church was full to capacity with
standing room only. A wonderful tribute to the love and respect in
which she was held. She will be fondly missed by many.
We pray and trust that her reward awaits her in heaven.

OUR LADY OF IPSWICH
BY FR MICHAEL REAR

Ipswich is one of England’s oldest towns, dating back to Saxon
times. By the Middle Ages it was a flourishing, wealthy port with
magnificent churches and monasteries. Among them, back in 1297
was the Shrine of Our Lady of Ipswich, Our Lady of Grace in Lady
Lane.

Ipswich is the birthplace of her most famous citizen, Cardinal
Wolsey. Archbishop of York and Lord Chancellor in the reign of
Henry VIII, he was the most powerful man in England for fourteen
years. His failure to obtain for the king a papal annulment from his
marriage to Katherine of Aragon caused his downfall. Suspecting
that Wolsey had worked against him, Henry charged him with
treason in 1530, but mercifully he died of a heart attack on the way
from York to face trial and execution. Henry’s fury with the pope
led to the destruction of our monasteries and shrines, and the
seizure of the Church’s lands.

Sir Charles Wriothesley, the author of A Chronicle of England
during the Reigns of the Tudors, wrote: “In the month of July
[1538], the images of Our Lady of Walsingham and Ipswich were
brought up to London with all the jewels that hung about them, at
the King’s commandment, and divers other images, both in
England and Wales, that were used for common pilgrimages ... and
they were burnt at Chelsea by my Lord Privy Seal.” But is this true,
or did Wriothsley and other chroniclers write this because that is
what they were told?
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On the coast a few miles south of Rome is the little town of
Nettuno, with a tradition documented for 400 years that English
sailors brought to their town “The English Lady”, from Ipswich.

Pious sailors, we are told, saved from the flames the venerable
statue of Nostra Signora delle Grazie, Our Lady of Grace, setting
out to bring it to safely in Naples. As the ship approached Nettuno,
they were caught in a ferocious storm; they were shipwrecked but
were saved. As a token of their thanksgiving, they placed the holy
statue in an ancient little sanctuary built almost on the beach,
dedicated to the Annunciation.

In this sanctuary, Maria Goretti worshipped and made her first
Holy Communion in 1902, a month before her brutal murder. She
was canonised in 1950. And in 1969 the fine Church of Our Lady
of Grace and St Maria Goretti was consecrated by Pope Paul VI.

In 1975 eighty pilgrims from Ipswich travelled to Nettuno where
they were warmly welcomed at the Shrine. Mass was celebrated,
and a civic reception was held in honour of “the very first
pilgrimage from the original home of our beloved statue”. The
pilgrims returned full of enthusiasm and soon, with the blessing of
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both Anglican and Catholic bishops, the Guild of Our Lady of
Ipswich was founded to plan the restoration of the Shrine and to
pray for Christian Unity. It still meets monthly for Prayers and a

In 1990 the restoration began.
— Ipswich town council attached a
—~ plaque and bas-relief statue to the wall
~—— of a commercial building now
. standing on the site of the Shrine. In
2002 a statue of Our Lady of Ipswich,
a replica of the statue in Nettuno, was
placed in the nearby Medieval
(Anglican) parish church of St Mary
Elms, and blessed in an ecumenical
service by Catholic, Anglican,
Orthodox and Methodist clergy. From
time-to-time ecumenical pilgrimages
go to Nettuno, and pilgrimages from
Nettuno come to Ipswich. The towns are twinned and their civic
representatives, including the Mayor of Ipswich, take a keen
interest.

Individuals and groups come on pilgrimage, and every year around
Our Lady’s birthday in September there is a Pilgrimage Walk
(instituted by Wolsey) through the town, past the original site,
praying the rosary.

To arrange a pilgrimage contact:

The Guild of Our Lady of Ipswich, 68 Black Horse Lane, Ipswich.
IP1 2EF.

Email: nicholasjardine4o@gmail.com or
info@stmarvyattheelms.org.uk

Tel: 01473 725370 and 07780 613754.

Reprinted by kind permission of Redemptorist Publications.
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ECUMENICAL PILGRIMAGE FROM WALSINGHAM TO
THE SHRINE OF OUR LADY OF IPSWICH

On the Feast of S. Maria Goretti in 2023 a group of Catholics and
Anglicans from Ipswich made a pilgrimage to Walsingham. On
Thursday 4t July 2024 a Pilgrimage from Walsingham to
Ipswich has been arranged:

Arrival: from 10.45am at St Mary Elms Anglican medieval
church (IP1 1EY) with welcome and refreshments.

Talk about how Our Lady of Ipswich was saved from destruction
at the Reformation and reached Nettuno in Italy. 11.45am short
walk to St Pancras Catholic Church.

Mass at 12.15pm in St Pancras Church.

Picnic Lunch in St Pancras Hall at 1.15pm. Please bring
preferred food and drink.

Cardinal Wolsey’s Walk 2.15 - 3.15pm through the Old Town,
passing the original site of the Shrine of Our Lady of Ipswich,
praying the Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary. Clergy are invited to
wear choir dress.

Tea & cake at 3.30pm at The Elms.

Devotions before the restored ecumenical Shrine of Our Lady of
Ipswich at 4.00pm

Departure at 4.30pm

Although this pilgrimage starts in Walsingham anyone is most
welcome to join it at any point. For further details contact Fr
Michael Rear (01328 821180) or email Walsingham@post.com or
Bishop Robert Ladds episcopus70@gmail.com
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ADMIN MATTERS!

BANKING

One of the consequences of becoming a registered charity has
meant that our banking arrangements have had to change because
of financial regulations. We will continue to bank with Barclays
Bank but our account number and sort code have changed. We
have also slimmed-down the number of accounts to just one for
efficiency’s sake. This will mean that any standing orders you
might have already set up will need to be changed to reflect the
new account details. This is for ANY payments that you make to
the Walsingham Association, both membership and 100s Club etc.

The new account details are as follows:
SORT CODE 20-17-20
ACCOUNT NUMBER 63963063

The new Standing Order form is available online at
https://www.walsinghamassociation.org.uk. Alternatively, please
phone the Membership Secretary on 01328 800953 or email
enquires@walsinghamassociation.org.uk and we will send you a
form to complete and return.

As you will all be aware most banks are closing their high street
branches. This is especially difficult for rural areas like Norfolk. In
Fakenham, both HSBC and Barclays recently closed their
branches. With the nearest alternatives in Sheringham and East
Dereham, access to a branch is a challenge. Where possible, we ask
that you use online or card payments (preferably not writing
cheques). This will greatly assist in the way we operate.

Membership renewal payments may be made online at:
www.walsinghamassociation.org.uk/donations/walsingham-
association-membership-renewals, or by telephoning the
Membership Secretary on 01328 800953.
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GIFT AID

The Association is registered with HM Revenue and Customs to
reclaim Gift Aid on Membership Fees and donations (though not
on 100s club receipts). If you are a UK taxpayer, the Association
can recover an extra 25% on your gift. A Gift Aid form is available
on the Walsingham Association website at:
https://walsinghamassociation.org.uk/gift-aid-it/. Again, if you
cannot access this, please phone or email the Membership
Secretary at: enquires@walsinghamassociation.org.uk who will
send you a form to complete and return.

THE 100s CLUB

The Association has available spaces if you wish to join. The annual
payment is £12 for the year ended 30 November. Please contact
the Membership Secretary (contact details above) if you would like
to join this fundraising effort.

CONTACT INFORMATION

The Association is required to keep membership details up to date
so please advise the Membership Secretary of any changes. We are
keen to have up to date email addresses. This is an important
means of communication and of getting information to you
quickly.  Please  confirm  your email address to
enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk together with an up-to-
date telephone number.

Many thanks for your support in this.

Cyril Wood, Treasurer
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Laser Engraved Glass Block

Chapel of Reconciliation
Glass Screen by Sally Scott

A laser cut glass block of the Chapel of
Reconciliation glass window. The original
window was designed and produced by
Sally Scott. Comes in a black box.
Dimensions - 11cm x 5cm x 2cm

Find this and many other great gifts at the:

01328 821 794

shop.walsingham.org.uk

shop@walsingham.org,uk

The Slipper Chapel Shop
Houghton St Giles,
Walsingham, Norfolk, NR22 6AL
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ACCOMMODATION TARIFF 2024

Prices quoted are per ROOM. Subject to change.

BB DBB FB
SINGLE ROOM
Ensuite ETL £93 £102
Budget £58 £74 £84
Bunk Bedroom £46 £62 £72
TWIN/DOUBLE ROOM
Ensuite £154 £186 £204
Budget £116 £148 £168
Bunk Bedroom £92 £124 £144
TRIPLE ROOM
Ensuite £231 £279 £306
Budget £174 £222 £252

Support packages are available for organised groups. Terms and conditions apply.
Please contact our Reservations team for more information.

DBB consists of B&B and evening meal. FB consists of B&B, packed lunch and evening meal.
**The child prices are applicable for families and not for school/youth groups dedicated rates are in use**

Half Price B&B and meals for children from 5 to 16. Children under 5 complimentary.

MEALS

Pre-booked Lunch/Dinner £16.00 - Booked on the Day £18.50 « Packed Lunch £8.50

Catholic National Shrine of Our Lady, Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place, Walsingham, NR22 6EG

Telephone: 01328 820 217 - Website: www.walsingham.org.uk - Email: reservations@walsingham.org.uk

Walsingham Trust, a registered charity (1180690) and company limited by guarantee (11655451)




