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A MESSAGE FROM THE RECTOR:  

REVD DR ROBERT BILLING 

 

Celebrating Ninety Years of the Restored Catholic Shrine, Icon is 

given Pride of Place at Walsingham 

  

As part of the legacy of developments marking Ninety Years since 

the Restoration of the National Catholic Shrine of Our Lady, the Icon 

of the Mother of God of Walsingham has been restored to a high-

profile place in the Chapel of Reconciliation.  

 

The Catholic National Shrine and Basilica of Our Lady, in 

Walsingham, has recently returned to a prominent place in the 
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Chapel of Reconciliation the enthroned Icon of the Mother of God 

of Walsingham. The Rector of the Shrine recently oversaw the move, 

mindful that the Icon had been in a high-profile position since the 

1980s, until shortly before the pandemic, when it was moved 

elsewhere in the Chapel. Now, the Icon is enthroned upon a newly 

made stand, so as to give the Icon a renewed sense of honour and 

dignity.  

 

 

  

Meanwhile, the one statue of Our Lady of Walsingham is to be 

found in the ancient and much-loved Slipper Chapel and can be 

viewed there in person for both private prayer and petition during 

the Shrine’s opening hours, or via the Shrine’s livestream, outside of 

Mass and Adoration, during the day.  

  

As part of the restored Shrine’s Golden Jubilee Celebrations, on 8
th
 

July 1984, the Icon of the Mother of God of Walsingham, the work 

of Archimandrite David and Leon Liddament was processed from St 

Seraphim’s for its presentation to the Shrine. There, it symbolizes, 
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once again, the cherished unity between the Eastern and Western 

traditions of the Christian Faith.  

  

Each day, at the close of afternoon Benediction, the celebrant moves 

over to the Icon, where it becomes the focus of prayer for all, whilst 

the Prayer for England is recited and the Marian Anthem proper to 

the liturgical season is sung.  

 

FROM THE EDITOR: ROBERT TICKLE 

 

The beginning of this year’s pilgrimage season has been rather wet, 

but when the sun does come out, North Norfolk looks lovely and is 

worth the mud on one’s car. In some ways Norfolk can be a 

neglected county, but I can recommend you listen to Ralph Vaughan 

Williams’s “Norfolk Rhapsody”, to help you visualise the 

countryside. It is on “YouTube”. The nearness to the coast is a boon. 

When I was teaching, I used to show my pupils a video: “Our Lady 

by the Sea.”  

 
On a recent visit I was very pleased to join the parishioners of St 

Thomas More, Bexleyheath on their pilgrimage. We processed 

around the garden to the image of OLW which appears on the front 

cover. This was after Benediction in the church. Meeting with fellow 

pilgrims is one of the pleasures of coming on pilgrimage. The fruits of 

such meeting appear in this edition of the magazine. Sister Elsamma 

of the Little Sisters of Jesus has provided us with an article and the 

Walsingham Prayer in Malayalam. It would be great to hear from 

one of the other national groups who visit. Also, we would love to 

hear news from branches, or groups of the Association. Indeed, why 

not start a group in your parish or area. 

 

By the time you receive this edition of the magazine we shall be 

looking ahead to the feast of the Assumption on 15
th
 August. The 

Eastern churches see the feast as the “Dormition”, or the falling 

asleep of Mary; but there is more to this than just considering what 

happened to Mary at the end of her life. The Dogma of the 
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Assumption was declared in 1950, the beautiful window above the 

altar in the Slipper chapel celebrates this, but it was an ancient 

Christian feast. One theologian describes Mary as the first of 

redeemed humanity and as the completion of the New Heaven and 

Earth that began at the Incarnation. The Assumption is the foretaste 

of the resurrection of the dead which we will experience. It also has 

the notion that we will grow in union with God in Heaven; thus the 

last of the “Glorious Mysteries” of the Rosary is the “Coronation of 

Our Lady.” Think of the end of C.S. Lewis’s “The Last Battle”. The 

children were killed in a railway accident, but the story continues 

where “each page of the story is better than the ones which went 

before.” Mary did not require the growing into holiness which we 

will require in purgatory and that is true of the saints also. 

 

The theologian Henri de Lubac speaks of our relationship to the 

church being like child-bearing, rather like the child-bearing of Mary. 

When we become Christians, we are born again. The wall painting 

of Mary and child in the church of Great Canfield in Essex has Mary 

on a throne that looks like a font.  As Jesus was born of Mary to be 

united with us, so we are re-born in the life of the church. Baptism is 

a one-off beginning, but we can grow in holiness, falteringly, in our 

Christian lives in the church by prayer and the sacraments. 

 

Pope Benedict wrote “the Church in her infallible Magisterium says 

of Mary in a precise and clear manner: the Mother of God is so 

deeply integrated into Christ's Mystery that at the end of her earthly 

life she already participates with her whole self in her Son's 

Resurrection. She lives what we await at the end of time when the 

"last enemy" death will have been destroyed (cf. 1 Cor 15: 26); she 

already lives what we proclaim in the Creed: "We look for the 

Resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come".” Let us 

pray the Lord that he will enable us to understand how precious in 

his eyes is the whole of our life; may he strengthen our faith in 

eternal life; make us people of hope who work to build a world 

open to God, people full of joy who can glimpse the beauty of the 

future world amidst the worries of daily life and in this certainty live, 

believe and hope. Amen! 
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Do try to get to Walsingham this year. Walsingham is a beautiful 

place, in lovely countryside, as Fr Rear in his book reminds us. Come 

and say your prayers, for yourself and others, light your candles and 

enjoy the village, the Epiphany Café, the pubs, the railway to Wells 

and stay in Elham House. 

 

If you are not yet a member of the Walsingham Association, please 

join! The membership form is included in the magazine. Do make us 

known. It would be good to meet you at the Association Retreat in 

October. 

 

I hope, by the time you receive this edition, I will have set up a 

Facebook page for The Walsingham Association. Do look out for it. 

The South Leicestershire Group already has one running.  

 

 

 THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION AGM 2023 

 

As a new Charity, the TWA held its second AGM at the Shrine June 

14th to 16th. This meant we built upon the work undertaken at our 

first AGM.  We adapted the constitution to our specific needs 

including establishing a new quorate and amended our Rules and 

Procedures to provide simplicity and more flexibility to our 

operations. Thank you to everyone who voted by post and in 

person. 

 

Members passed all 8 resolutions put forward by the trustees. A new 

Trustee, Mr John Greenwood was appointed. John has volunteered 

at the Shrine as well as being a member of the WA for over 20 years. 

 Three Trustees were reappointed, based on their expertise, Cyril 

Wood (finance) and Francesca Flynn (group/branches) and Wendy 

Smith (legal).  Members recognised the extraordinary service and 

contribution of certain members when Fr Michael Rear, Jenny 

Thomson, David Chapman and John Greenwood became TWA 

Honorary Life Members. This was a real pleasure as all have happy 

experiences of Walsingham going back a great many years. Jenny 



7 

was WA chair for a number of years. David was a trustee and 

magazine editor, and Father Rear knows more about Walsingham 

than anyone. I have reviewed his excellent book in this edition. 

 

In addition to the meeting there was another first: TWA joined with 

the Nottingham Diocesan weekend pilgrimage programme. This 

included the Saturday noon Mass after our meeting.  On Sunday we 

joined the Nottingham Diocese Young Adults group for Morning 

Prayer.  Fr Billing kindly celebrated Mass for members who have 

died since the last AGM at 4pm on Friday afternoon. It was 

particularly moving when he read out names of those departed 

members of the Association.  It is lovely to think that those who 

loved Our Lady's Shrine were prayed for by current members. 

Thanks to Francesca for playing the organ during our celebrations of 

the Divine Office.  On Saturday evening we had an excellent dinner. 

 

The AGM weekend was a time of blessing and fellowship, from the 

time of the warm welcome from the Rector, Father Robert Billing to 

the Association dinner on Saturday night. It was good to have Fr 

Billing and the Shrine staff with us. It was a good time of to meet 

members, conduct the necessary business and invoke Our Lady's 

prayers. May I encourage you to come to next year's AGM?  

 

Robert  

 

A Message from Jenny Thomson 

 

Dear Friends. Thank you so much for voting for Hon Life 

Membership for me of our very special Association. I do appreciate 

it. I hope to still see many of you when you are on pilgrimage at the 

Shrine of Our Lady in Walsingham, or at our retreat. Please keep me 

in your prayers. As I do you in my prayers.  

 

Jenny. 
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Listen up! The new Lectionary is on its way! 

God willing, I will be ordained as a Permanent Deacon in July 2024. 

It will then be my privilege to proclaim the Word of God from the 

Book of Gospels or the Lectionary at Mass, whenever I am 

ministering as a Deacon. Against this backdrop, I am looking forward 

to proclaiming the Gospel from the New Lectionary scheduled to be 

implemented in England and Wales in Advent 2024. 

This updated Lectionary has been much anticipated since the reforms 

of the Second Vatican Council. The aim of the revised text is to 

deepen our encounter with the Word of God during the celebration 

of the Mass. The primary purpose of the new translation is to 

provide a more faithful, nuanced, and inclusive rendering of the 

biblical texts, one that better captures the richness and complexity of 

the original languages in which the Scriptures were written. 

The revised translation draws on the latest advances in biblical 

scholarship and liturgical translation. The goal is to present us with a 

Lectionary that more accurately reflects the treasures of the Bible and 

the unity of God's plan as revealed in the interplay of the Old and 

New Testament readings. 

This New Lectionary is a profound gift for us and will invite our 

Pilgrims at the Shrine to encounter and be challenged by the living 

Word of God. It will be more proclaimable in a liturgical setting and 

better understood by our Pilgrims coming to the Shrine for comfort 

from Mother Mary, who gave birth to the incarnate Word of God. 

The rollout of the New Lectionary comes at a time when our Rector 

is placing renewed focus on the primacy of the Shrine Liturgy for our 

Pilgrims, ensuring that the Word of God and the Sacraments are 

dispensed with nobility and beauty.  

The New Lectionary will be exclusively published through the 

Catholic Truth Society (hereafter CTS). The CTS website: 
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https://www.ctsbooks.org/ shows the various editions and costs of 

the Lectionary and the Book of Gospels which we will use in the 

Slipper Chapel, Chapel of Reconciliation, and the smaller chapels 

available to our religious communities when they arrive later in the 

year. Each new edition of the Lectionary will come with a donor 

bookplate to recognise the generosity of any organisations or 

individual donors who may wish to purchase one of our new 

lectionaries so that they will be remembered every time the Word of 

God is proclaimed at Mass. The total cost of fitting out the Shrine 

and its chapels with the New Lectionary is £3,000. A member of The 

Walsingham Association has already pledged £395 for a Chapel 

Edition of the Lectionary. This is a truly beautiful way of contributing 

to the spiritual and liturgical life of the Shrine. Please do contact me 

if you would be interested in donating for this purpose. 

In the meantime, I have pre-ordered my own personal copy of the 

People’s Sunday Missal, which will be available from October 2024. 

By this time, God willing, the proclamation of the Word of God at 

Mass will have become embedded in my ministry as a Permanent 

Deacon. 

Please do continue to pray for me as I invoke the prayers of Our 

Lady of Walsingham for my diaconal ministry. 

Paul Hewitt (Special Assistant to the Rector)  
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THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION 

Charity number: 1196936 

ANNUAL RETREAT 2024 

“Pilgrims of Hope - Apostles of Joy" 

Monday 14
th
 to Thursday 17

th
 October 2024  

BOOKING FORM 
 

TITLE:  

NAME: 

 

ADDRESS: 

 

 

POST CODE:  

E-MAIL ADDRESS:  

TELEPHONE NUMBER(S):  

 

 

RETREAT ACCOMMODATION PRICES – Four nights include:  

• Pre-Retreat Sunday evening meal 

• Full-board Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday (incl. packed lunch) 

• Thursday breakfast 
 

It may be possible to book additional nights.  

£296.00 for Standard Accommodation, per person,  

£366.00 for En suite Accommodation, per person,  

Please tick your choice of accommodation type: 

Standard [   ] En suite [   ] 

 

 

 

 

Please speak to the Reservations Team regarding the deposit 

To book and pay by card please telephone 01328 820 217 (Option 1)  

Please make cheques payable to the Walsingham Trust 

Please return the form by Monday 7th October 2024 to: 

Reservations, The Walsingham Association, Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market 

Place, Walsingham, NR22 6EG 

 

The Retreat cost of £30.00 per member (£60 for non-members), which is 

in addition to the cost of accommodation, is payable to “The Walsingham 

Association”, and may be paid on arrival. 
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FROM PAUL HEWITT  

SEMINARIANS COMING TO THE SHRINE! 

 

I am delighted to draw your attention to the fact that we will have 

three seminarians coming on pastoral placement to Walsingham 

during the summer months. In June 2024, we will have Farvin 

Goncalves [Diocese of Portsmouth] from Allen Hall Seminary, 

Chelsea, coming on a pastoral placement to the Shrine. In August, 

we will have two seminarians on pastoral placement: Martyn Jones 

[Diocese of Clifton] from the Beda College in Rome, and Adam 

Bamber [Diocese of Shrewsbury] from Oscott College, near 

Birmingham. 

 

These seminarians will work in the sacristy alongside our resident 

sacristy team, but their presence and contribution promise to 

strengthen and enhance our liturgical capacity during the busy 

pilgrimage summer season. This will help us maintain our 

prioritisation of the liturgical life of our Shrine which is cherished by 

all our pilgrims. 

 

Farvin Goncalves, the seminarian from Allen Hall, joined the sacristy 

team for Holy Week this year, and gave valuable service throughout 

the Easter Triduum.  Farvin has spoken very positively since then 

about his experience in Walsingham during Holy Week. He felt this 

experience helped foster his devotion to Our Lady of Walsingham, 

enriched his spiritual life, whilst also consolidating his liturgical 

knowledge and experience. We look forward to Farvin’s return to 

the Shrine in July. 

 

The re-introduction of seminarians to Walsingham will continue a 

long tradition of seminarians coming to Walsingham on pastoral 

placement. This even included our Rector, Fr Robert Billing, who 

spent two summers here in the late nineties. We are pleased that the 

Shrine can have a role in forming our priests of the future and 

contribute to our life and mission. 
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Having the seminarians on pastoral placement at the Shrine is 

another positive sign of the renewal of interest in pilgrimages to 

Walsingham in advance of the forthcoming Jubilee year of 2025. 

The theme of the Jubilee year, Pilgrims of Hope, chimes with our 

mission to bring the faithful People of God to our ancient shrine for 

spiritual renewal and comfort in our troubled world. 

 

It is right and proper that the National Shrine of Our Lady of our 

country should play a role in helping to form the priests who will 

serve the Church in many different dioceses across England in the 

future. God willing, we will see them coming back to Walsingham in 

times to come, with their own parishes and diocesan groups. We 

hope this will become a rolling programme of pastoral placements 

for seminarians every year.  

 

In the meantime, if you do meet Farvin, Martyn or Adam during 

your summer pilgrimage to the Shrine, please do greet them, and 

encourage them in their formation, and say a prayer for them in the 

Slipper Chapel at the feet of the statue of Our Lady of Walsingham. 

Perhaps even light a candle for them. We need our priests of the 

future to be devoted to Our Lady of Walsingham, and to continue 

leading pilgrims to the Shrine. 

Our Lady of Walsingham, pray for us. 

 

Paul Hewitt 

 

 

NEWS FROM FRANCISCAN NOVICE  

PATRICK ALLEN OFM 

 

Dear readers of The Walsingham Association magazine, greetings! 

My name is Patrick and I would like to tell you a little about my 

time in Walsingham, as well as how this great pilgrimage site became 

a very special place in my heart and ultimately how Christ showed 

me the pathway towards the vocation which I have pursued.  
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In April 2018, my family and I moved from the East Midlands to 

Fakenham (just five miles down the road) for a few years before 

finally settling in Little Walsingham. During the start of my family's 

relocation to Norfolk, my wonderful parents (Nic and Anna Allen, 

some of you may know personally) began to embark on home-

educating the five youngest children, whilst I started a Modern 

Languages degree at the local university.  

Simultaneously as a family, we began attending Our Lady's Shrine 

and Basilica for Holy Mass most days, where I was a frequent altar 

server, reader, and later on, Pilgrimage Assistant. During this time, 

and until the summer of 2023, the Shrine and Basilica was staffed by 

the Franciscan Friars Conventual, affectionately known in the United 

Kingdom as the Greyfriars, due to the colour of their religious habit.  

As time went on, and gradually getting to know each friar, the more 

I was able to witness their Shrine ministries and individual 

personalities. Through their holiness of life, their collective and 

individual humility, their love for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, 

devotion towards to the Blessed Mother, and simply their kindness 

and warmth towards me, how could I NOT ask myself: " Could I be 

called to this way of life, this radical, self sacrificial love for others 

whilst living in community"? I came to admit that I felt, and still do 

feel, very attracted to this religious order where I could live totally 

for Jesus Christ through the footsteps of Saint Francis. Therefore, by 

the end of my first year at university, I desired to pursue formation 

as a Franciscan friar in a more structured manner. 

Whilst continuing to discern this vocation and completing studies, I 

began working on a paid basis at the Shrine and Basilica as a 

Pilgrimage Assistant. This role contained a panoply of different tasks, 

but my favourite was assisting people in diocesan pilgrimages from 

the Slipper Chapel to the Abbey Grounds, via the Holy Mile. It was 

certainly an honour and immense privilege to guide both the faithful 

and the discerning along the ancient paths and streets of Walsingham 

towards the priory ruins, where we were met by the Eucharistic Lord 

in the monstrance.  
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Flash forward to 2022, where I completed my Modern Languages 

degree and then in May 2023, I finally began my first year of 

Conventual Franciscan formation, known formally as Postulancy. For 

the first nine months, I was touring the UK and Republic of Ireland 

visiting different friaries - Oxford, Manchester, Liverpool, London 

Waterloo, Dublin, Wexford - as well as meeting the different friars 

and engaging in both parish and Shrine ministries. The final three 

months of my Postulancy was spent all the way in Chicago, USA, at 

the Saint Bonaventure House of Studies, where I lived with other 

young postulants whilst serving at different ministry sites, as well as 

learning about the Franciscan order, the Evangelical Counsels (three 

vows) and church history, just to name a few of our classes.  

By the time you read this article, I will have begun my Novitiate 

period with three other young men, where we will have been 

invested in the Franciscan habit and be living in Arroyo Grande, 

California, for a "year and a day". In July 2025, I will return to the 

UK to continue my Franciscan formation.  

Please pray for me as I will pray for all of you!  

God bless and Our Lady of Walsingham pray for us, 

Friar Patrick Allen, OFM  

DISCOVER RADIO MARIA ENGLAND -  

YOUR FAITH COMPANION 

 

Radio Maria England is a vibrant Catholic radio station dedicated to 

bringing the message of faith, hope, and love to listeners across England. 

We offer a diverse range of programmes that cater for all aspects of the 

Catholic faith, from prayer and liturgy to talk shows and music. 

 

Programming Highlights: 

• Daily Mass and Rosary: Participate in the Holy Mass and join in the 

daily recitation of the Rosary. 

• Inspirational Talks: Tune into insightful talks and discussions led by 

clergy, theologians, and laypersons on various aspects of the 

Catholic faith and contemporary issues. 
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• Spiritual Music: Enjoy a mix of uplifting spiritual music that soothes 

the soul and enhances your faith journey. 

• Interactive Shows: Engage with live call-in shows where listeners 

can ask questions, share experiences, and seek guidance. 

How to Listen: 

• Digital Radio: If you’re in Cambridge, London, South Birmingham, 

Bristol, Stockport or South Manchester, tune in via DAB+ digital 

radio for crystal-clear sound. 

• Online: Stream live on the official Radio Maria England website 

(radiomariaengland.uk) from anywhere in the world. 

• Mobile App: Download the Radio Maria Play app available on 

both Android and iOS devices for easy access on the go. 

• Smart Speakers: Simply say, “Play Radio Maria England” to your 

smart speaker and listen hands-free. 

Radio Maria England is a listener-supported station, relying on the 

generosity of its audience. Your support ensures the continuation and 

growth of this valuable commercial-free ministry. Whether you seek daily 

spiritual nourishment or simply wish to stay connected to the Catholic 

community, Radio Maria England is here to accompany you on your faith 

journey. 

 

For more information and to start listening, visit radiomariaengland.uk. 

 

https://radiomariaengland.uk/
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES 

 

Our 2024 Retreat commences on Monday 14th and concludes on 

Thursday 17th October. Details of the Retreat theme can be found 

on page 31 and a residential booking form is on page 10.  

Members will also be pleased to hear that the 2025 Retreat is 

planned for Tuesday 2nd September until Friday 5th September 

2025, followed by the AGM from Friday 5th until Sunday 7th 

September. Further details will be made available in future editions 

and on our website, but please put these dates into your diary. 

Do think about setting up a Walsingham Association group in your 

parish or area. It does not need a constitution, but you could meet 

for Rosary, Litany of Our Lady, or a social. Perhaps your parish priest 

might give Benediction. The Anglican shrine has cells which are 

similar. 

 

NEWS FROM SISTER ELSAMMA  

OF THE LITTLE SISTERS OF JESUS 

 

I come from India and I belong to a religious congregation called the 

Little Sisters of Jesus.  Our spirituality is inspired by the life of Jesus at 

Nazareth. The sisters welcomed me warmly to this country and in 

particular to Walsingham, “England’s Nazareth”. Our community is 

present here for the last fifty-five years.  I appreciate very much the love 

and friendship of our neighbours and friends.  Even if I am not well 

known to them, they come forward to greet me and say a word or two 

with a beautiful smile. This experience has left a deep impression on me 

and made me feel at home so that I found my place rather quickly. 

  

When I came to this beautiful countryside, I sensed that it is a place of 

grace.  Time and experience have proven to me that this is true. The 

sanctuaries of Mother Mary are always places to which people are 

drawn.  I am extremely happy to witness that this English Catholic 

National Shrine attracts an international community. No matter what 

part of the world they come from, or what culture or religion they 
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belong to, all are warmly welcomed.   Many have expressed to me their 

appreciation for the simplicity and grace filled atmosphere of the shrine 

and its surroundings. So, I am fortunate to be part of this wide family. I 

was very happy to be present on different occasions when Catholics and 

Anglicans came together to pray, especially during Lent and Christmas. 

Though it is a small gesture, I found it beautiful. 

 

Beside other tasks at the Mass office, my service here permits me to 

interact very closely with the pilgrims.  This leads to mutual trust and 

sharing.  Many of them come forward to share and ask us to pray for 

their intentions. I often see them making a return visit to thank Mother 

Mary for the blessings they obtained. When I see pilgrims on the shrine 

premises, the words of Mother Mary resound in my ear …. “All those 

who come to this place shall find help in their need’’. 

 

People come to the shrine with full hope and faith in Mother Mary, 

convinced that she will never let them down. All pilgrims gather for the 

Eucharistic celebration which is quite well prepared and includes 

everyone. This is seen in the fact that those who are from different 

religions or otherwise, are always welcome to come forward and 

receive a blessing at the time of the distribution of Holy Communion. 

Isn’t it a beautiful and divine act?  A symbolic act which reaches out to 

Jesus as the real source of LIFE through Mother Mary. The Slipper 

chapel witnesses to a very powerful and divine silence which penetrates 

the tears and joys of pilgrims. Often, I am moved to see how the 

pilgrims express their emotions freely in front of a Mother who listens 

and cares for them. 

 

I am very grateful for having been accepted to be part of the family of 

Our Lady of Walsingham.  My beautiful experience enables me to 

continue my life here with deeper conviction, joy and gratitude. 

Sr. Elsamma 

 

ഞാൻഇന്ത്യയിൽനിന്നുവന്നലിറ്റിൽസിസ്റ്റേഴ്സ്ഓഫ്ജീസസ്എന്നസഭാ

സമൂഹത്തിലലസിേർആണ്. 

സ്റ്റയശുവിന്ലെനസ്സത്തിലലജീവിതമാണ്ഞങ്ങളുലെആതയാത്മിക

തലയസവാധീനിച്ചിരിക്കുന്നത്. 

ഇവിലെയുള്ളസിസ്റ്റേഴ്സ്എലന്നഈരാജയസ്റ്റത്തക്കുുംസ്രസ്റ്റതയകിച്്ച 
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“ഇുംഗ്ളണ്ടിന്ലെനസ്സത്ത്”എന്നെിയലെെുന്നവാൾസിുംഗ്ഹാുംഎന്ന

സ്ഥലസ്റ്റത്തക്കുുംവളലരഊഷ്മളമായിസവാഗതുംലെയ്യുകയുണ്ടായി. 

ഞങ്ങളുലെസനയാസസമൂഹും,കഴിഞ്ഞഅന്രത്തഞ്ചുവർഷങ്ങളാ

യിഇവിലെസ്റ്റസവനുംലെയ്തുവരുന്നു.അയൽവാസികളുലെയുുംസു

ഹൃത്തുക്കളുലെയുുംസൗഹാർദ്ദലത്തയുുംസ്സ്റ്റനഹലത്തയുുംഞാൻ

വളലരയധികുംവിലമതിക്കുന്നു.എന്നെഅവർക്കറിയിന്നെങ്കില ുംമ

നനോഹരമോയപ ഞ്ചിരിനയോന്നെഒനെോരനടോവോക്ക കൾപറയോന ും

അവർമ നെോട്ട്വര െ . 
ഈഅന ഭവുംഎെിൽആഴത്തില ള്ളമതിപ്പ്ഉടോക്കി , 

അതുവഴിഈസ്ഥലവുമായിവളലരസ്റ്റവഗുംഅനുരൂരലെൊനുും
സാധിച്ചു. 

 

ഈമസ്റ്റനാഹരമായനാട്ടിൻരുെസ്റ്റത്തക്കുവന്നസ്റ്റൊൾ, 

ഇത്കൃരിയുലെസ്ഥലമായിഎനിക്്കഅനുഭവലെട്ടു.  

 

രരിശുദ്ധമാതാവിന്ലെ  

 തീർത്ഥാെനസ്റ്റകസ്രങ്ങളിസ്റ്റലക്്കഎസ്റ്റൊഴുുംജനങ്ങൾആകർഷിക്ക

ലെെുന്നു. 

ഈകസ്റ്റത്താലിക്കാതീർത്ഥാെനസ്റ്റകസ്രത്തിസ്റ്റലക്്കഒരുഅന്ത്ാരാഷ്്‌സ്െ

സാമൂഹലത്തആകർഷിക്കാൻകഴിയുന്നതിന്സാക്ഷിയാകാൻസാ

ധിച്ചതിൽഎനിക്്കഒത്തിരിസ്റ്റയലെസസ്റ്റന്ത്ാഷമുണ്ട്. 

സ്റ്റലാകത്തിന്ലെഏതുഭഗത്തുനിന്നവന്നുലവസ്റ്റന്നാഏതുസുംസ്കാര

ത്തിൽലെട്ടവലരസ്റ്റന്നാസ്റ്റവർതിരിവില്ലാലതഎല്ലാവസ്റ്റരയുുംഇവിലെ

ഊഷ്മള 

മായാവിധത്തിൽസവീകരിക്കുന്നു. 

ഒത്തിരിസ്റ്റയലെസ്റ്റരർഈതീർത്ഥാെനസ്റ്റകസ്രത്തിനുുംഅതിന്ലെെുറ്റ

രാെുുംനിെഞ്ഞുനിൽക്കുന്നകൃരലയക്കുെിച്ചുുംലാളിതയലത്തകുെി

ച്ചുമുള്ളഅഭിനരനങ്ങൾഎസ്റ്റന്നാെുരങ്കുലവയ്ക്കുകയുണ്ടായി. 

ഈവലിയകുെുുംബത്തിന്ലെഭാഗമാകാൻകഴിഞ്ഞതിൽഞാൻസ

സ്റ്റന്ത്ാഷിക്കുന്നു. 

കസ്റ്റത്താലിക്കരുുംആുംഗളിക്കരുുംഒരുമിച്ചുസ്രാർത്ഥിക്കുവാൻ, 

സ്രസ്റ്റതയകമായിസ്കിസ്തു മസ്സ്കാലത്തുുംവലിയസ്റ്റനായമ്പിലുുംവരുന്ന

ത്കാണാനുുംരലങ്കെുക്കുവാനുുംസാധിച്ചു. 

ഇത്ഐകയത്തിൻലെഒരുലെയെിയഅെയാളമാലണങ്കിലുുംവളലര

മസ്റ്റനാഹരമായിട്ടാണ്എനിക്്കകാണാൻകഴിയുന്നത്.തീർത്ഥാെന

സ്റ്റകസ്രത്തിലലമാസ്സ്ഓഫീസിൽലലസ്റ്റജാലികൾകൂൊലതഎനിക്ക്തീർ

ത്ഥാെകർക്കുസ്റ്റവണ്ടിസ്റ്റസവനുംലെയ്യാനുുംഅെുത്തിെലെഴകാനുും

അവസരുംലഭിക്കാെുണ്ട്. 
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ഇത്രരസ്പരവിശവാസത്തിസ്റ്റലക്കുുംരങ്കുലവയ്ക്കലിസ്റ്റലക്കുുംഎലന്ന

നയിക്കുന്നു. 

ഒത്തിരിസ്റ്റയലെസ്റ്റരർതാങ്കളുലെവിഷമങ്ങൾരങ്കുലവയ്ക്കാനുുംനി

സ്റ്റയാഗങ്ങൾക്കായിസ്രാർത്ഥനാസഹായുംആവശയലെൊനുുംഞങ്ങ

ലളസമീരിക്കാെുണ്ട്. 

അലതാരുനല്ലസ്റ്റസവനമായിട്്ടഞാൻകരുതുന്നു.ലഭിച്ചഅനുസ്ഗഹ

ങ്ങൾക്ക്നരിസ്രകെിെിക്കാൻ,വീണ്ടുുംമാതാവിന്ലെസന്നിധിയിസ്റ്റല

ക്കവരുന്നഅസ്റ്റനകലരകാണാൻകഴിയുന്നു.  

ഇവിലെവരുന്നതീർത്ഥാെകലരകാണുസ്റ്റമ്പാൾ, 

എന്ലെലെവികളിൽരരിശുദ്ധഅമ്മയുലെവാക്കുകൾസ്രധിധവനി

ക്കുന്നു. 

"ഈആലയത്തിൽവരുന്നഏവരുലെയുുംആവശയങ്ങളിൽഎന്ലെ

മാധയസ്ഥസഹായുംലഭിക്കുും ". 

ഈതീർത്താലയത്തിൽവരുന്നഎല്ലാവരുും, 

രരിശുശുദ്ധഅമ്മഒരിക്കലുുംതങ്ങലളതള്ളിക്കളയുകയില്ലഎന്നവ

ലിയവിശവാസസ്റ്റത്താെുും, സ്രതയാശസ്റ്റയാെുുംആണ്. 

എല്ലാതീർത്ഥാെകരുുംവിശുദ്ധകുർബാനയിൽവളലരശാന്ത്മായുും

ഒരുമയിലുുംരലങ്കെുക്കുന്നു. 

കൂൊലതഇവിലെകാണാൻകഴിക്കുന്നമലറ്റാരുയാഥാർഥയുംവിശുദ്ധ

കുർബാനസവീകരണസമയത്ത്വയതയസ്്‌തമതങ്ങളിൽനിനെോമ

നറോഉള്ളവർമുസ്റ്റന്നാട്ടുകെന്നുവന്ന്ആശീർവാദുംസവീകരിക്കാനു

ള്ളഅവസരുംഉണ്ട്. 

ഇലതാരുമസ്റ്റനാഹരമായദദവീകസ്രവർത്തിയസ്റ്റല്ല? 

ജീവന്ലെഉെവിെമായസ്റ്റയശു, രരിശുദ്ധഅമ്മയിലൂലെ, 

അസ്റ്റനകരിസ്റ്റലക്കുകെന്നുവരുന്നഒരുസ്രതീകാത്മകമായനിമിഷും. 

 

തീർത്ഥാെകരുലെകണ്ണീരിസ്റ്റലക്കുും  

 സസ്റ്റന്ത്ാഷത്തിസ്റ്റലക്കുുംതുളച്ചുകയെുന്നവളന്നരശക്തവ ുംദിവയവ 

മോയഒരുനിശബ്ദതയ്ക്്കലിെർൊെൽസാക്ഷയയുംവഹിക്കുന്നു. 

തീർത്ഥെകർതങ്കളുലെവികാരങ്ങലളതങ്ങലളസ്റ്റകൾക്കുകയുുംകരു

തുകയുുംലെയ്യുന്നരരിശുദ്ധഅമ്മയുലെമുൻരിൽസവതസ്ന്ത്മായിസ്ര

കെിെിക്കുന്നകാഴ്ചഎലന്നവിസ്മയിെിക്കാെുണ്്ട. 

 

രരിശുദ്ധഅമ്മയുലെആലയുംസ്ഥിതിലെയ്യുന്നവാൾസിുംഗ്ഹാും

സാമൂഹത്തിലലഒരുഅുംഗമായിഎലന്നസവീകരിച്ചതിൽഞാൻഒ

ത്തിരിസ്റ്റയലെകൃതഞ്താഭരിതയാണ്.  

 ഈഅനുഭവങ്ങൾകൂെുതൽസസ്റ്റന്ത്ാഷസ്റ്റത്താെുും,കൃതഞ്തസ്റ്റയാ

െുുംഇവിലെതുെരാൻഎലന്നസഹായിക്കുന്നു.  
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Prayer to Our Lady of Walsingham 

O Mary, recall the solemn moment when Jesus, your divine son, dying 

on the cross, confided us to your maternal care. You are our Mother; 

we desire ever to remain your devout children. Let us therefore feel the 

effects of your powerful intercession with Jesus Christ. Make your name 

again glorious in the Shrine once renowned throughout England, by 

your visits, favours, and many miracles. 

 

Pray, O Holy Mother of God, for the conversion of England, 

restoration of the sick, consolation for the afflicted, repentance of 

sinners, peace to the departed. 

 

O blessed Mary, Mother of God, Our Lady of Walsingham, intercede 

for us.   

Amen. 

 

Prayer to Our Lady of Walsingham (In Malayalam) 

ഓരരിശുദ്ധമെിയസ്റ്റമ, അങ്ങയുലെദിവയകുമാരനായഈസ്റ്റശായുലെ

,കുരിശുമരണസ്റ്റവളയിൽഅങ്ങയുലെമോതൃസുംരക്ഷണത്തിനോയി

ഞങ്ങന്നളഏൽപ്പിച്ചമഹത്തോയനിമിഷുംഓർക്കണനമ. 
അങ്ങ്ഞങ്ങള ന്നെഅമ്മയോണ്;ഞങ്ങൾഎനപ്പോഴ ുംഅർപ്പണന ോധ

മ ള്ളഅങ്ങയുലെമക്കളായിരിക്കുവാൻ വളലരസ്റ്റയലെ 

ആഗ്രഹിക്ക െ .ആയതിനാൽസ്റ്റയശുസ്കിസ്തു വിസ്റ്റനാെുള്ളഅമ്മയു

ലെശക്തമോയമദ്ധ്യസ്ഥതയ ന്നെഫലങ്ങൾഞങ്ങൾഅനുഭവിക്കുമാ

ൊകലട്ട.അങ്ങയുലെരരിശുദ്ധസാന്നിധയത്താലുുംഅനുസ്ഗഹങ്ങളാ

ലുുംഅത്ഭുതങ്ങളാലുും ഒരിക്കൽഇുംഗ്ലടില െനീളുംസ്രശസ്്‌ഥമായിരു

ന്ന അങ്ങയുലെനാമത്തിലുള്ളഈതീർത്ഥാലയത്തവീണ്ടുുംമഹതവ

ലെെുസ്റ്റത്തണസ്റ്റമ  

പരിശ ദ്ധ്ദദവമോതോനവ, ഇുംഗ്ലടിൻ്്ന്നറപരിവർത്തനത്തിന ും, 

നരോരികള ന്നെആസ്റ്റരാഗയത്തിനുും ,രീഡിതരുലെആശവോസത്തിന ും

, പോപികള ന്നെമോനസോന്തരത്തിന ും, സ്റ്റവണ്ടിസ്രാർത്ഥിക്കണസ്റ്റമ . 

വോഴ്ത്തന്നപ്പട്ട്മറിയനമ, രരിശുദ്ധദദവമോതോനവ, 

വോൽസിുംര്ഹോമിന്നലഞങ്ങള ന്നെഅസ്റ്റമ്മ,ഞങ്ങൾക്ക നവടിഅ

നപക്ഷിക്കണനമ. ആനമൻ 
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NEW READERS START HERE! 

If you are reading this Magazine but are NOT 
a member, please consider joining. 

The reasons are below and there is a form on the next page so you 
can remove the entire page without destroying the Magazine. 

THE WALSINGHAM 
ASSOCIATION 
 

Uniting those who love Our Lady of Walsingham 

Supporting the National Shrine and Basilica 

Promoting pilgrimage to England’s National Shrine 
 

OUR MEMBERS… 
• spread devotion to Our Lady 

• receive regular Magazines 

• share in the spirituality  

  of Walsingham 

• join or share in pilgrimages,   

               retreats and meetings 

• are remembered in the daily  

  Shrine Masses 

• support and promote the Shrine 

• unite with others in prayer 

The Walsingham Association 
 Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place,  

Walsingham, Norfolk  NR22 6EG 
Telephone: 01328 800 953 

enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk 
www.walsinghamassociation.org.uk 

http://www.walsinghamassociation.org.uk/
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Registered Charity No. 1196936 

THE WALSINGHAM 
 ASSOCIATION 
 

To join THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION…  
1.BY BANK TRANSFER: (the preferred and cheapest way) 

Account Name: The Walsingham Association 
Sort Code: 20-17-20; Account Number: 6396 3063 

Please use your name and SUB as reference.  
After payment, please send an e-mail to: 

enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk 
saying that you have paid a membership fee and supplying your  
name and address. A membership card will then be sent to you. 

 
2. PAYING BY PHONE: Phone 01328 800 953 during office 

hours. Have your payment card ready. 
 

3. PAYING BY CHEQUE: Please complete this form and  
return it to the address shown overleaf.  

 
Title: 
 
 

Christian Name(s): Surname: 

Address and Post Code: 
 
 
E-mail: 
 
Telephone(s): 
 

 

Please make the cheque payable to “The Walsingham 
Association”, put TWA and your name and address on the 

back and send it with this form to our address on the 
previous page. 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP Rates for 2024: 
Individual £20; Non-UK Resident £35; 

Family (living at one address) £30 
 

mailto:enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk
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NORTH STAFFS WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION  

PILGRIMAGE TO THE NATIONAL SHRINE  

20
th
 - 23

rd
 March 2024 

After Holy Mass on the Wednesday morning thirty three of us set off 

on our journey to the National Shrine leaving behind the hustle and 

bustle of our lives in the potteries, adjoining towns and beyond, to 

seek peace and solitude through prayerful dialogue with Our Blessed 

Lady and her Son. Each of us brought with us the prayer requests of 

our own families, friends and fellow parishioners. In this year of 

prayer in preparation for the Jubilee Year in 2025 how fitting that 

we travelled as pilgrims and placed our trust in Our Holy Mother to 

help and guide us in discerning our part. As Pope Francis says in his 

jubilee prayer "May the grace of the Jubilee reawaken in us, Pilgrims 

of Hope, a yearning for the treasures of Heaven".  

As we passed the National Shrine on our way to Elmham House we 

were hopeful that our planned procession the following day, to walk 

The Holy Mile, would be rain free!  

We were met with a very warm welcome from the Staff there and 

our very own Chaplain, Fr Julian Green, who had prepared a 

wonderful prayer filled handbook for use at our Liturgies that 

included daily Lauds and Vespers, a Marian Holy Hour, Healing 

Service, and Stations of the Cross that took place in the Parish 

Church. Naturally these were in addition to Holy Mass at the Shrine, 

Exposition, Rosary, Benediction, Divine Mercy Chaplet, along with 

the opportunity to spend time in the Slipper Chapel, around the 

Shrine and go to Confession.  

 

We were all so pleased to have this time together and also to have 

the opportunity to socialise over lovely meals prepared and served 

by the very helpful staff at Elmham House. Indeed, the comments 

found later in this article clearly state how we felt about all staff that 

we encountered whether at the Shrine, the Parish Church or Elmham 

House. We couldn't have been more looked after.  
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As part of our very prayer filled day on Thursday, our retiring 

Chairman, John Coates, had been able to arrange for Fr Billing, the 

Rector of the National Shrine, to come to talk to us about his vision 

and plans in the Parish Church prior to Vespers. He gave us an 

insight of his first few months gaining an understanding of how all 

aspects of the Shrine function. He emphasised the following: 

 

“Meanwhile, our staff, and the locals here, should have begun to 

understand, by now, how seriously I take my duty to ensure that:  

our Shrine is known as a place of welcome, peace, prayer, and 

reconciliation, and as a centre of liturgical beauty and good 

preaching, mindful of our high-profile online presence.  

we take great care in the cleaning and maintenance of our 

chapels, facilities, and grounds – ‘making our Shrine shine.’  

we make incremental physical improvements in our Shrine 

chapels, facilities, and grounds in the short and medium term, and 

our fundraising is focussed accordingly.  

the Shrine is administered by decisive leadership, sound 

governance, timely preparation, as well as fiscal discipline and a 

careful stewardship of our resources.”  
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It was also delightful that he was able to join us for our evening meal 

and to take the time to go round to each table for a chat. We 

assured him of our prayers for the success of his ventures.  

Following Lauds, breakfast and Mass in the Parish Church on Friday 

morning, a more relaxed programme enabled pilgrims to consider a 

variety of options, be it spending time at the Shrine, visiting the 

Anglican Shrine, or Priory ruins, staying around the village, or visiting 

'Wells by the Sea'. All returned for the evening meal, Stations of the 

Cross, and most participated in a light hearted quiz to end the day 

before returning to our welcoming beds!   

 

Saturday arrived all too quickly and following Lauds, breakfast and 

Mass, again in the Parish Church, we said our goodbyes and made 

our way home. During the journey pilgrims were invited to write a 

short comment about their experiences. Here are a few of the 

twenty-eight reflections received. We hope that you take the time to 

read them and consider making your own visit to Walsingham 

whether it be as part of your Diocesan day pilgrimage, with a group, 

your family, friends or indeed by yourself.  

  

"It is an honour to visit our beautiful Shrine to Our Lady and so 

peaceful, 'Our Hidden Gem'. The staff here have made us so welcome 

'more than ever' and so has the friendship of the people we have come 

with. We love you, Our Lady." 

 

"I've had a wonderful few days, very uplifting and peaceful. Feeling 

great!" 

 

"It was nice to take time out for the quiet reflections led by Fr Julian. 

The camaraderie of the other pilgrims and the friendliness and 

helpfulness of the staff enhanced the pilgrimage." 

 

"Coming to Walsingham is a wonderful, peaceful experience that 

everyone should have the great pleasure to witness. We were well cared 

for in every way. Fr Billing found the time to greet all in person. 

Beautiful! Hope to return many times” 
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"Marvellous place, so holy: too short a stay: hotel and food excellent. 

Do come and experience it." 

 

"So inspiring, spiritual and beautiful: a little touch of Heaven on Earth. 

Ave Maria!" 

 

"Coming back to Walsingham is like coming home, peaceful and 

welcoming. The staff at Elmham house greet us like old friends." 

 

"We will always remember the peace of the Shrine, the welcome of the 

Clergy and staff and the helpfulness of the staff at Elmham house." 

 

"Spiritual fulfilment, excellent and amiable companionship in idyllic 

surroundings have been mine for four days.” 

 

"I had a wonderful stay, the whole 4 days, more than I expected: Mass- 

Prayers- people and stay. Thank you all for making us so welcome. God 

bless." 

 

Dear friends, a spiritual pilgrimage has been just so special to belong to 

a friendly, kind caring group of people, coming together to celebrate 

Holy Mass and all the graces and blessings that Our Lady sends us.  A 

very special mention to all the Staff at Elmham house who looked after 

us with kindness, and caring. Nothing was too much trouble, they 

catered for all our needs: spotless accommodation, food delicious. 

 

Our Lady of Walsingham pray for us." 

 

"The peace and tranquillity of Walsingham is a memory to be treasured 

for another year” 

 

"To be able to visit our National Shrine is a privilege, as is to spend time 

with Our Lady of Walsingham. The welcome from the staff was 

outstanding and so was the service we received. We will carry home 

with us the memories of time spent with friends and importantly, the 

graces that we've received." 
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ANCIENT PLACES OF MARIAN DEVOTION IN THE DON 

VALLEY 

by Francesca Flynn 

 

The 70 mile long river Don (from "dan", the Celtic word for river) 

flows from Dunford Bridge in the Pennines, through South and East 

Yorkshire to the North Sea via the Ouse and Humber.   

 

Sheffield's Lady's Bridge, built in wood by William de Lovetot in the 

12th Century and replaced in stone in 1485, had a chapel to Our 

Lady, later converted to Almshouses and demolished in 1767.   

 

A chapel which fared much better is Rotherham's "gem", the "Chapel 

on the Bridge", described as "the best of only four surviving 

mediaeval bridge chapels in the country" (nationalchurchestrust.org).  

Built in 1483 by Archbishop of York, Thomas Rotherham, it had a 

statue of the Virgin & Child "of gold welwrought". The chapel closed 

in 1547.  It has served since as an almshouse, prison and tobacconist's 

shop, before being re-consecrated in 1924, by the Church of England. 

An Anglican communion service is held there every Tuesday. The 

Friends of the Chapel have an excellent website, which includes a 

video and 3D diagram of the building.  

 

Further downstream, Doncaster (a city since 2022) holds the Shrine 

of Our Lady of Doncaster.  In 1524, Robert Leche and his family 

were being taken, in an iron framed wagon, across a ford in the 

Don, when bad weather drove the wagon into treacherously deep 

water, where it started to roll over.  All escaped, except Mrs. Leche, 

who was carried several hundred yards downstream in the wagon. 

People on the banks, seeing the incident, prayed earnestly to Our 

Lady, asking for her to obtain a miracle. Their prayers were 

answered. Against all odds, Mrs. Leche also escaped. ("A Curious 

account of a reputed Miracle", Kenyon MSS, Royal Commission on 

Historical Manuscripts, H.M.S.O. 1894) 
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One of England's most important Marian shrines, it was visited by 

several kings, including Henry IV and Edward IV.  Henry VII prayed 

there, a generation before his son, during the Reformation, caused its 

destruction and the burning of its statue.  However, the shrine was 

restored in 1868, housed in the church of St. Peter In Chains, with a 

statue of Our Lady carved by Phyffers of London.    

 

 

 

A new church building was dedicated in 1973, by Cardinal Heenan, a 

former Bishop of Leeds.  The shrine was not completed until 2005 
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when the then parish priest, Fr. Gus O' Reilly, re-ordered it and 

created the peaceful church garden dedicated to Our Lady.  Its 

stained glass windows depict the Annunciation, Nativity and 

Assumption, with an abstract design depicting the River Don.  It also 

has Carmelite symbols (the original shrine having been within a 

Carmelite Monastery) and Carmelite pilgrims visit regularly.  

(‘Donny’ still has a parish of Our Lady of Mount Carmel.)  

 

The Shrine was re-dedicated in 2008 by Bishop of Hallam Emeritus, 

John Rawsthorne, who also ordered the feast of Our Lady of 

Doncaster, celebrated annually in the Hallam Diocese on 4th June.  

As with Walsingham, Mary is venerated at her shrine again.  

 

Webography & Bibliography:   

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Don,_Yorkshire 

nationalchurchestrust.org  

chapelonthebridge.co.uk 

stpetersdoncaster.co.uk  

‘A Popular History of Sheffield’ J.E. Vickers, E. P. Publishing Ltd. 1978 

‘Hallam Diocesan Year Book’, Watkinson, Bond & Gemini, 2019 

Picture by Joseph Durham  

 

********************************************************* 

 

WALSINGHAM, PILGRIMS AND PILGRIMAGE  

BY FR MICHAEL REAR 

A Review by Robert Tickle 

 

Members of the WA will forgive, I am sure, if this great book has 

been reviewed before in these pages, but it is THE must-have book 

on Walsingham and English Christian history. 

 

Fr Rear begins with the pagan history of Walsingham and gives us 

the background of the medieval church to which, in the sunset of 

Anglo Saxon England, Our Lady came to Richeldis in 1061. The book 

goes on to tell us about the growth of the shrine and its notable 

pilgrims. We read of the history of enthroned images of Our Lady. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/River_Don,_Yorkshire
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When you look at the Milky Way in the night sky, think of 

Walsingham, which was known as the Walsingham Way, as it lit the 

journeys of those pilgrims in the days before light pollution.  

 

Then, of course, the book tells of the sad story of the Shrine’s closure 

and destruction by King Henry VIII, erstwhile pilgrim with Queen 

Katherine of Aragon. Fr Rear goes on to tell us of the lean years 

before the Restoration of the shrine in the Twentieth Century.  

Interestingly, John Wesley visited the village, as Methodism was 

strong in Norfolk. He was friendly with Catholics and wrote of how 

Mary “continued a pure and unspotted Virgin”, as Fr Rear tells us.  

 

The seeds of the revival, the fruits of which we enjoy today, were 

sown by the devotion of such as St John Henry Newman in the 

Oxford Movement, who brought this devotion with him as he 

became a Catholic. The book goes on to tell us of the revival and 

building of the Anglican and Catholic shrines we know today. Those 

of us who are converts will especially appreciate these insights. 

 

The book is lavishly illustrated. It is a thoroughly enjoyable read as 

well as a mine of researched information. Buy it! You will not want 

to put it down. It is available from the bookshop at the Basilica. 

 

R.P. Tickle 

************************************************************ 

I reviewed Fr Aidan Nichols Lessons From a Rose Garden in the 

Christmas edition. There are copies in the shrine bookshop.  It is a 

good in-depth refection on the Mysteries of the Rosary. 

 

RPT 

************************************************************ 

 

This edition of the magazine has, in Francesca’s article and the 

review of Fr Rear’s book, given witness to Walsingham and Marian 

shrines in the rich history of Catholicism in England. If you would 

like to explore further this fascinating area of history, why not join 

the English Catholic History association? 
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Membership is open to all who are interested in furthering our aims 

and objectives for an Annual Subscription of £11.00 for an individual 

and £14.00 for a couple/family. A reduced subscription is available 

to additional members living at the same address who share 

newsletters and other correspondence. Full-time students under 25 

years of age may join for an Annual Subscription of £4.00. If you 

would like to join please download and complete our Membership 

Application Form and, if you wish, our Standing Order Mandate and 

Gift Aid Forms, and return to our Treasurer & Membership 

Secretary:  Vincent Burke, 16 Brandhall Court, Wolverhampton 

Road, Oldbury, West Midlands, B68 8DE. 

https://echa.org.uk/home/ 

 

TWA RETREAT 2024 

“Pilgrims of Hope – Apostles of Joy” 

The 2024 Walsingham Association Retreat will be held from Monday 

14th to Thursday 17th October 2024. It will be led by Fr Simon Firth, 

Parish Priest of St Margaret Clitherow, Rochdale.  

Fr Simon has chosen the Retreat theme, “Pilgrims of Hope – Apostles of 

Joy” in accordance with Pope Francis’ ‘year of prayer’ in preparation 

for the coming Jubilee year. 

The Retreat commences on Monday morning so members travelling 

from distance are advised to arrive on the Sunday. The accommodation 

costs include Sunday evening dinner. The Retreat will conclude after 

breakfast on Thursday. A residential booking form may be found on 

page 10. The Retreat is open to non-members at a cost of £60. We look 

forward to seeing you there!  

https://echa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/membership-application-form-december-2015.pdf
https://echa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/membership-application-form-december-2015.pdf
https://echa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/echa-so-mandate-and-gift-aid-form-jan-2015.pdf
https://echa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/echa-so-mandate-and-gift-aid-form-jan-2015.pdf
https://echa.org.uk/home/
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RECENTLY DEPARTED MEMBERS 

 

TO ALL MEMBERS: Please tell us if you are aware of the death of a member. 

We would rather hear several times than not at all. It would also be good to 

be able to give a Christian name as well as a surname.  

 

Please remember in your prayers  

all these members of the Walsingham Association  

who have died. 

Mary J Smith Mrs R. Buckley 

Elizabeth Mary Doran Kathleen McShane 

Mrs C Jones Sarah Petronijevich 

Mr T Crease Rose Gill 

David Warr John R Dunning 

Sr B Baxendale 

 

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord,  

and may perpetual light shine upon them.  

From the gates of hell deliver their souls, O Lord. 

May they rest in peace. 

 

 

 BEQUESTS TO THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION 

 

Forms of words for making a bequest in favour of The Walsingham 

Association in your Will  

 

I GIVE to THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION Registered Charity 

1196936, of The Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place, Walsingham, 

NR22 6EG the sum of ______ pounds (£        ) and I DIRECT that the 

receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer of The Walsingham 

Association shall be good and sufficient discharge to my Executor, or I 

GIVE the residue of my estate to THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION, 

of The Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place, Walsingham, NR22 6EG 

and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other proper officer of 

THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION shall be good and sufficient 

discharge to my Executor.. 
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 A Message from the new Trustee: Mr John Greenwood 

 

I have been asked to introduce myself as a new trustee to the 

Walsingham Association.  Well, I have been visiting the shrine now for 

just over 40 years. My first visit was in May 1984 when I joined the 

North West Men’s Pilgrimage which joined the North East Men for 

their annual pilgrimage. It was a very memorable pilgrimage staying in a 

three bedded room in Eldred House, now, The Little Way, with people 

I had only just met, something that was a challenge in itself, heat was 

provided with a meter operated by coins! I had more or less decided 

this was going to be a “one-off”. Our priest chaplain, Father Turner, 

asked me on the journey down if I had been to Walsingham before; I 

said “No”. He replied that this would not be my only visit! Little did I 

know at the time just what those words truly meant!  

 

The pilgrimage went very well. The room sharing was not a problem 

and the seed was sown for what has become a huge part of my life! I 

became very involved with the Southport Walsingham Association, 

being treasurer and, later, the chairman and pilgrimage organiser. 

 

Attending the Biannual and AGM’s every March and November, if the 

truth be known the meetings were quite difficult for me. I have never 

been a “meetings man”. Having just retired from 39 years in the civil 

service probably explains the reasons why! I was asked to join the 

Executive, became chairman for the three years and served on the 

Shrine Council representing the Walsingham Association. Plenty of 

wonderful meetings! Loads of happy memories!! 

 

Having now admitted to my lack of enthusiasm for meetings, I have to 

say the main reason I have such enthusiasm for the Shrine is the people 

that have worked there over the years, people I will never forget, the 

pilgrims and villagers, many of which became lifelong friends. The 

ultimate has to be the very reason there is a Shrine to Our Lady in this 

unique and beautiful village and the importance it has played in the 

church for what is close to a thousand years. I truly believe there has 

never been a more important time in history to venerate and support 

the Shrines of Our Lady in our world today! You certainly do not need 

me to identify those reasons. 
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For close to thirty years I have been a volunteer at Elmham House. I 

served as what was known as the Guest Master in the old days. People 

may have met me in Reception when booking in or letting them back 

into their room if they had locked themselves out during the night. 

With the beautiful En suite rooms now available time has thankfully 

moved on from my earlier experiences, so “lock outs” are less frequent 

and sharing with people you don’t know, not happening. Although 

multiple bedded rooms are available for families or friends. Beautiful! 

 

The Walsingham Association is a very different organisation from the 

one I was very involved in all those years ago. It wasn’t on my “bucket 

list” to become involved again!!! I was asked by my friends Bernadette 

and Michael to think about it. It didn’t take long. If we believe that the 

Holy Spirit is the Driver in our life and Our Lady is the Courier, what 

can you say! The word “Yes” comes to mind! Even though the 

Association is now set aside from the business of the shrine and works 

independently, the goals are the same; to encourage devotion to Our 

Lady and support pilgrimage to our National Shrine and ensure that the 

principles set in 1061 by Our Blessed Lady are fulfilled in 2024 and for 

the rest of time.  

 

I look forward to working with the other trustees and all those that 

devote their working lives for the ongoing work of the shrine. 

 

THE VIEW FROM THE GARAGE 

Richard McNulty, TWA Membership Secretary 

 

As we enter July the sun has just started to warm the Shrine and its 

pilgrims after what has been a particularly wet and grey spring. A few of 

you will have seen how far the waters rose around the Shrine area but, 

thanks to the hard work of the staff, the tides were pushed back! It has 

been great to speak with those Association members who made it to 

Our Lady’s Shrine despite the elements – and the Norfolk traffic – but it 

is also always special to speak with you on the phone. If you are visiting 

and it’s one of the days that I’m on duty, please do pop your head 

round the door to say “Hello”. Talking of distances, in May I met group 

of Canadian pilgrims from the Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter 
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based in Calgary. Now, there used to be a branch for this group so it 

would be wonderful to reconnect with them. Watch this space!  

 

Our new membership uptake is consistent with last year – which saw 

quite an exciting improvement. Much of this is down to our existing 

members promoting the Association. This is such an important witness 

and we thank you all for your help in promoting devotion to Our Lady 

of Walsingham. However, there 

do remain a significant number of 

existing members who have not 

yet renewed for 2024. If you did 

not receive a new membership 

card earlier this year and wish to 

remain a member, please do 

contact me via email, or call our 

office on 01328 800953. Equally, 

if you believe you have paid but 

no card has reached you, again, 

give me a nudge and I’ll 

investigate it. Also, if you do 

phone and there is no answer, 

please leave a message so we can 

get back to you. Your response to 

the Gift Aid appeal has also been 

fantastic. If you haven’t yet signed 

a form and are a UK taxpayer, you can find one online here 

https://walsinghamassociation.org.uk/gift-aid-it/. Give me a call if you 

need one sent out.  

 

Another big thank you goes to all of you who have sold or purchased 

National Draw tickets. It’s an important dynamic in the Association’s 

support for the Shrine and you should see our intrepid Treasurer at 

work selling tickets when he visits Walsingham! We’re grateful also to 

Vicky and the Shrine Shop staff who have been sending out TWA 

joining forms and draw tickets with sold merchandise. There are some 

more tickets in this edition. They can also be purchased on our website:  

https://walsinghamassociation.org.uk/nd2024/. God bless!  

https://walsinghamassociation.org.uk/gift-aid-it/
https://walsinghamassociation.org.uk/nd2024/
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THE WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION 

HUNDREDS CLUB 

Charity number: 1196936 

JOIN, OR RENEW, MEMBERSHIP FOR 2024 

I wish to apply for membership or renew my membership (please delete) 

of The Walsingham Association Hundreds Club. 

TITLE: 

NAME 

ADDRESS: 

 

POST CODE: 

E-MAIL ADDRESS: 

TELEPHONE NUMBER(S): 

100S CLUB MEMBERSHIP NUMBER (if known) 

• Payment may be by Standing Order, Cheque, Bank Transfer (TO THE 

ACCOUNT DETAILS BELOW) or Postal Order (PO Fee £1.50. Cheques cost 

TWA 55p to clear.) 

• The annual fee for a single number is £12, but you may hold as many numbers 

as you wish. (For more than one number, simply multiply the amounts by the 

number of holdings you want. Amend the Standing Order form as required.) 

• The Membership Year runs annually from 1st December to the following 

November. 

• Your details are confidential to TWA and will not be shared. 

PAYMENT BY STANDING ORDER & bank details for bank transfer: 

YOUR BANK NAME: 

BANK ADDRESS: 

 

BANK SORT CODE: 

YOUR ACCOUNT NO: 

(Office to complete) QUOTING MEMBERSHIP NUMBER: 

 

Please pay the sum of £12.00 (twelve pounds) to “The Walsingham Association”.  

Barclays Bank Account No 63963063 Sort Code 20-17-20 now, and then annually on 

December 1st until further notice and debit my account. 

 

Signed:_______________________________________________ Date:________________ 

Please return this form to the Pilgrim Bureau, NOT to your bank. 

 

PAYMENT BY CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER: 

Cheques or postal orders should be made out to “The Walsingham Association”, be 

accompanied by this form and sent or handed in to: The Walsingham Association, 

Pilgrim Bureau, Friday Market Place, Walsingham, NR22 6EG 

Tel: 01328 800 953 E-mail: enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk 
 

mailto:enquiries@walsinghamassociation.org.uk
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FR GERARD MARY’S BOOK:  

REFLECTIONS FROM THE 2023 WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION 

RETREAT 

We are grateful to Fr Gerard Mary Tomam, OFM Conv for allowing us 

to publish his book "The Annunciation: the Crown, the Fruit and the 

Journey" which brings together the reflections he gave to the 

Walsingham Association at the Annual Retreat in October 2023. 

The book is available 

directly from the office 

of the Walsingham 

Association. The price 

is £8.00 (+ £2.50 

postage & packing*) 

per book. You may 

order multiple books.  

Although we currently 

have a limited number 

of books, we are able 

to order more. 

You may also order the 

book online on the 

Association website or 

by calling us on 01328 

800953 during office 

hours.  

 

 

 

(* Please contact the Association office for overseas orders.) 
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THE NEW ALTAR FRONTALS 

 

Here is a picture of the one of the new altar frontals in use. 

 

 

WALSINGHAM ASSOCIATION CLOTHING 

A large range of good quality garments, all with the Walsingham Association 

logo, is available by post at very reasonable prices. 

     T-SHIRTS £10.50    POLO SHIRTS £14.50 

BASEBALL CAPS £7.50   SWEATSHIRTS £18.50 

V-NECK SWEATERS £26.50     HOODED JACKETS £18.50 

FLEECE JACKETS £27.50  

Postage & packing included. 

Most items are available in a variety of sizes and colours, and some can be 

personalised with your name. It’s not possible to give all details here, but a 

detailed and clear order form is available.  

To place an order or to request an order form please contact 

Peter Martin, 1, Lilac Wood, King’s Lynn, PE30 3SW. 

Telephone 01553 675 784 or 07737 196 440. 

E-mail: francisp.martin@btinternet.com 

mailto:francisp.martin@btinternet.com
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